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It's all happening down at the Udny Post
Office this month. After twelve years of
faithful service in the
Post Office, George
and Danuta
Stephen are
retiring on 13th
May and will be
passing the baton
on to Jonny and Ali
Aspden.
Mosshead General Store
will be closing but the Post Office will
continue to operate with the same services
and there will still be newspapers for sale
from Monday - Saturday. However, Jonny
and Ali have big plans for the building and
will be renovating what was the shop to
form a café, The Coffee Apothecary. The
café is expected to open in late July and you
can see their latest news on Facebook,
Twitter (@UdnyApothecary) or Instagram
(@thecoffeeapothecary) including photos
of the front door that Jonny is hand carving
himself. Feel free to drop in and have a chat
with the new owners, pick up the paper and
have a wee peek at how things are
progressing.
Jonny grew up in Pitmedden before moving
to Edinburgh to study where he met Ali.

After marrying, they spent nearly three
years travelling before returning to settle in

Udny. It was during this time
away that the idea of

opening a café
began! Jonny and
Ali love sharing
their experiences
so head down to

the Post Office to
meet them and have

a good blether.
Jonny and Ali say “We now can't wait to
get everything ready and look forward to
welcoming you all into The Coffee
Apothecary for some exceptional coffee,
tea, cakes, breakfasts and light lunches.
We're dedicated to making sure no-one in
our supply chain is unfairly treated so will
be serving ethically sourced coffee and tea,
alongside both fair trade and local
produce.”
The revised opening hours for the Post
Office will be:
Monday  to Friday 7am – 3pm
Saturdays   8am – 12:30pm
The last parcel collection will be 12 noon
but letters will still be collected from the
post box there at 5pm each day, as usual.
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Editor        Jeannie Price 842065
E-mail pitmeddennews@hotmail.com
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Forthcoming café and new owners at Udny Post Office



2 DIRECTORY OF RESOURCES AROUND UDNY
LOCAL SERVICES
Church Minister. Rev Gillean McLean 843794
Dog Warden 01467 628195
First Responders Jim Young 843021
Haddo Medical Group 843468
Health Visitor Julie, Jennie, Muriel 843934
Meldrum School Nurse Debbie Smith 871311 (term time only)
NHS 24 111
Pitmedden Primary School Janet Hill 842374
Pitmedden Village Hall Diane Hopkinson 843285
Udny Green Hall Bill Shewan 842346
Udny Green Primary School Susan Hogg 842376
LOCAL CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Boy’s Brigade 1st Udny Andy Burslem 842092
Brownies 1st Udny Mhari / Laura                07779639367 / 07701050267
Formartine Sports Dev’ment Colin Grant 843222
Good Companions Club Joey Sleigh 851256
Guides Jillian Wood 843075
Mainly Music Barbara Last 843693
Pitmedden 2s Group Pam 851376
Pitmedden Playgroup Pam 851376
Pitmedden Mothers & Toddlers Mo Ritchie 0778 341 6122
Rainbows 1st Udny Fiona Bramald  842568
Satori Martial Arts David Mutch 0756 8595654
Udny Tennis Club Angie Turnbull 842803
Udny Community Trust Co. Eleanor Morris 843776 / 0743 681 1759
Youth café Anne and George 843633
LOCAL SHOPS and BUSINESSES
Aberdeenshire Larder Food Suppliers 01358 727850
Bodywork Repair Derek & Janice Ritchie 843120 / 0771 437 5770
Caravan Storage Charles Black 842345
Child minding Julie McIntosh 843356 / 0798 036 5858
Chiropodist Douglas Leal 01358 742620
Creation Station Ruth Morris 0844 824 4525
Foot Care Specialist Marguerite 07814 768733
Eat on the Green Craig Wilson 842337
Electrical Contractor K.F. Watson 07713 979837 / 01358 789739
ElmaEvents Elma Robertson 0783 150 0681
Fraser Memorials Moira Stewart 01356 308008
Farm Shop Heather Black 842345
Garage CMB Autos 842362 / 0778 713 1853
Heavy Plant Paul Monaghan (Sheltie) 843306 / 0777 406 2111
Joinery Service Ed Grant 0778 676 6433
Linsmohr Hotel Bill Berry 842214
North Mains Roofing Ian Scrivener 0791 989 3177
Painter/Decorator Ian Fraser 842006
Plumbing Russell Grant 842332/0772 044 4718
Post Office Jonny & Ali Aspden 842253
PUT Printing Catriona McIntyre 842338
Reflexology Rosemary Richardson 851612
Ythanview Hotel 806235
Wm Massie Funeral Directors Maureen Richardson 851205



Musings from the Manse

The BIG MEETING!
I don’t know how many of you are fans of committee meetings? As far as I am
concerned they are what can only be described as, a necessary evil. Every
community has its share of these and this time of the year is AGM season…Churches
and other groups from the middle of March right up until the summer break are
writing and thinking and presenting and delivering and displaying till they are
quite fed up with the whole thing! At least that’s  a polite paraphrase of the words
that I have heard used by some, as they try to find time (in an already full diary) to
get to grips with all the ‘reporting’ that they are required to do.
The latest addition to my family, my youngest grandson, was cheerfully named
Oscar by his parents who clearly were quite oblivious to the fact that the very sniff
of the word can send me ( and many others I suspect) into a paroxysm of grief. If
you are fortunate enough to have little to do with committees then you won’t
know that OSCR stands for the charities regulator, an agency that can strike fear
into the hearts of even the most stoical in our communities!
I spend many hours pondering the need for Church ministers ( who really should be
concerned for the spiritual welfare of their flock surely) to fill in screeds of forms and
write oodles of reports and account for their time and costs in a way that reduces
many of us to the proverbial jelly!
In my job there are LOTS of meetings…some wee ones over coffee and others more
formal and infinitely scarier BUT the BIG ONE is coming. The GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the Church of Scotland, our annual bash, gets off the starter blocks on the 17th of
May and last for a whole week. There are approximately 13 sessions filling every
day (except Sunday of course!). There are pages and pages of reports to read and
to ponder over. There will be discussion on everything from sexuality to money
matters, from world poverty to ecological concerns. Why, you may think, do we
have to do this sort of thing? Doesn’t it cost a lot in terms of time and money? Yes it
does indeed but like that well known adverts says…WE’RE WORTH IT! Who? Why?
Well, all of us, WE matter, we are worth it and we’re all in it together. ‘ ’ I
hear you say,

…    YES WE DO! Because we are all human! Because we are mixed up
together in everything. Because the Church and the community and the world are
interconnected in a way that cannot be divided or denied. Because it matters.
Because we care. Because we need to make sure that everyone knows what we
think and what we plan to do to make a difference. Because we believe that the
world could be a better place if only we could work together to make it so.
Most of us want to live in a community that is happy and healthy and busy and
supportive and welcoming to all and sometimes that means we have to submit to
meetings of various sorts. If you’re like me, not a fan of these things, spare a
thought for your parish minister having to park her not insubstantial ‘behind’ for 6
full days of chat and discussion and debate and thank your lucky stars that your
particular group’s AGM might manage to get through its reports in an hour or so!
Your friend and parish minister
Gillean
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www.elma-events.co.uk 07831 500681

Dance Fitness class in Pitmedden Hall,  9.45am/10.30am
Step/Zumba/Circuits/Toning

Interested?    elmagetinline@btinternet.com

Fitness and Dance with Elma Robertson
This will be a class suitable for all ages and fitness. It will consist of Zumba/Cardio dance
fitness/Step/Circuits and Toning. This will not be all in the one week but trying different
exercises over the weeks.

Block booking for 6 weeks £24. Single class £4.50.
Elma Robertson  07831500681

www.elma-events.co.uk
www.vowsawards.co.uk



5
Udny Green Hall

The Dr Spence Memorial Hall Committee has been looking at how we can improve our
hall.

We need to smarten it up, as it is looking a bit tired and dingy.

When we discussed it, some felt we should look ahead and have a 5-year plan for the
improvements needed.

We have now engaged an architect who we feel we can work with.  Andrew Keir BSc
(Hons) Arch. Dip Arch. ARIAS RIBA from Aboyne who has a lot of experience working
with hall groups and users.

At this stage, he has just measured up the building, met the Committee and Trustees
and listened to our hopes and dreams.  He is now working on his drawings and layout
to see how to realise these hopes.

We would very much like to insulate the inside of all the outside walls, replace all
windows with heat efficient double glazed windows.  We would also like to change the
heating to a more environmentally and user friendly type.  It would be a great
improvement to find a better store for chairs, and get the kitchen at the same level as
the main hall floor.

This may not all be possible, but if we can, the resulting building will be cheaper to run
and more convenient for users.   We hope this will enable us to keep Hall charges down
especially for local users.

We have funds in place to pay for the fees incurred by the architect, Quantity Surveyor,
Aberdeenshire Council Planning, etc.  These fees are quite considerable, and we are
very grateful to the National Lottery, Udny Community Trust (Wind turbine), and
Aberdeenshire Council for their support.

We have a small steering group of four:- Garth Entwhistle,  Linda Smith, Peter
McAllister and myself, who are helping to move the plans forward with the
encouragement of the rest of the committee of the Hall.

We will be having an open meeting on Friday June 13 from 7 - 9 p.m. and on Saturday
14th from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. for all hall users. We’d like all committee, all trustees, and as
many interested people as possible to attend when Andrew Keir will show us what he
proposes.  The more people who can come and hear what we’d like to do the better.

Watch this space.

 George Bruce, Hall Committee Chairman.
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On the weekend of 12 and 13 April, a
small, but perfectly formed, group gathered
at Pitmedden Gardens to learn the skills of
path building and maintenance. Mark
Ellington, Director of the Traditional Skills
Training Centre and Donald McPhillimy,
forester and Course Instructor led the
course, and Bob Bamlett and David Bell
joined Susan Burgess from NTS as
students. The group was reduced in number
due to the
Easter
holidays, and
perhaps
because the
topic seemed
less
interesting
than dry stane dyking and woodland
management. However, the weekend was
great fun and a great success.
A brief introduction over coffee, with
techniques for assessing a path and
planning a work schedule was followed by
a walk over the 220m path leading into
Pitmedden Gardens from the B999 near
the old yard. The walk is clearly used all
the time by joggers and dog walkers, but
sadly not all of the latter clear up after
their pets. Red spray paint was much in
evidence, and Susan spent quite a bit of
time talking to dog walkers about a
forthcoming clamp down on mess in the
park. (Also a chance to have a breather
from digging!)

Our two days work (in ideal weather for
working) has trimmed back overhanging
trees, opening up the path to more light,
filled in low points that tend to be wet,
adding drainage where possible, putting
down a firmer surface where there was a lot
of wear, and because of Mark’s love of
stones, added a standing stone half way

down that
looks as
though it has
been there for
2 thousand
years!  Bob’s little tractor saved a lot of
sore muscles when we had to move loads of
ballast for the path, but we learned how to
rake and dig, oh yes...

We learned a lot, had enough, but not too
much, exercise, and good craic (Donald is
originally from Northern Ireland). We met
a large number of locals, (not all of whom
barked at us) and ended up with a hugely
improved path into Pitmedden Gardens that
will be a local benefit for a long time. The
skills we gained will be passed on to other
members of the Paths Group organised by
Udny Community Trust Company, and we
foresee a network of linked paths being
developed that will add many options for
exercise and well-being to the local
community. Walking (and running, if you
like) and cycling are cheap and effective

ways of staying
healthy. Strangely,
there are often
fewer options for
walking in farming
country than in
towns, and we need
to build up the
opportunities and
variety of paths.  If
you are not already
involved in the
paths project, but
would like to know

more, contact Dr Steve Baguley at
baggaz@gmail.com / 07984464403, or
alternatively Eleanor in  the UCTC office,
udnycommunitytrust@btconnect.com. /
843776. David Bell

TRAILBLAZING in UDNY

Before…

And after.



Ythanview Hotel, Methlick

For Bookings, Please Telephone: 01651 806235

Steak Night
Every Thursday

A�� S�e�� G���i�,

H���ma�� C��p� �n�

A S�u��

ONLY £10.00
Plus 1 guest Steak every week

Sirloin, Ostrich or Venison
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Udny Good Companions Club

Names for the outing were taken at the May meeting. The outing is on Wed 4th June,
leaving at 1.15pm from the car park and heading to the Loaves and Fishes café at

Kemnay.  Then on to Banchory for some shopping and High Tea at the Burnett Arms.
We’ll be returning to Pitmedden about 8pm.

The Club takes a break over the summer starting again on 17th September.
We have had a variety of great entertainers over the year, with an average of 35
members at each meeting.  However, numbers have dropped recently so we are

looking for new members.
If you would like to see what the Club has to offer, please come along to the

September meeting when you will be made very welcome.
In the meantime, if are new to the village and want any further information,

please contact our President, Mrs Joey Sleigh on 851256.

SERVICES FOR JUNE 2014 – SEPTEMBER 2014

June 1st Udny Green  10am
 8th Pitmedden  10am
 15th Pitmedden  10am   Fathers’ Day
 22nd Pitmedden  10am
 29th Pitmedden  10am   Sunday School Prize Giving

July 6th Udny Green  10am
 13th Pitmedden  10am
 20th Pitmedden  10am
 27th Pitmedden  10am

Aug 3rd Udny Green  10am
 10th Pitmedden  10am
 17th Pitmedden  10am
 24th Pitmedden  10am
 31st Pitmedden  10am

Sept 7th Udny Green  10am
 14th Pitmedden  10am
 21st Pitmedden  10am
 28th Pitmedden  10am
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Have you heard about Udny Thursdays?

We have an all year round offer* exclusively for our Udny neighbours … enjoy 2 courses from
our regular menu for only £25 pp, or 3 courses for £30 pp and this includes canapés, bread
and intermediate sorbet.  Please note beverages are not included as standard.

*Must have valid 01651 842 or 843 area telephone codes, must join our Udny E-mailing list,
booking essential quoting ‘Udny Thursday’,
(Not valid on special occasions, public holidays or private function days)

T: 01651 842337, E: enquiries@eatonthegreen.co.uk, Web: www.eatonthegreen.co.uk

‘LIKE US’ at https://www.facebook.com/EatOnTheGreen, follow us on twitter
https://twitter.com/EatOnTheGreen1.
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The Brownies
Before the easter break at 1st Udny Brownies we were busy
working on their Scottish Country Dancing Badge, which
included learning some of the history behind Scottish Country
Dancing and also with the kind help of Jim Stott - a Scottish

country dance teacher, we learned some of the dances to perform to
parents.
Now back after our break we are ready to get stuck into our new badge -
'The big brownie birthday badge' to celebrate Brownies turning 100 years
old this year! With an exciting range of activities to take part in.
We have also got a team of 4 brownies going to compete in the outdoor
shield on the 17th May in Daviot which is sure to be a fun-filled day for all
involved.
We currently have spaces for girls to join Brownies, if anyone is interested
in joining please contact either Mhari Ritchie
(mhariritchie@btinternet.com) or Laura Hay (laura.hay4@hotmail.co.uk).

The 1st Udny Guide Unit has been busy this year. We visited
Haddo Children’s Theatre, helped plant trees between
Pitmedden and the Post Office and we stayed at Templars Park
for a weekend in March. We had 32 Guides attend Templar’s
Park where we played a wide range of games including cooking
on fires, climbing games and water games. We then had sessions
of archery, crate climbing, orienteering and then we made our own camp blankets
before having a camp fire. Within the meeting place we have completed our first response
badge and made up our own ‘Scottish’ badge!

We have only had one meeting so far this term – but we have lots more activities planned.
We went on a ‘chip walk’ where the Guides completed challenges around the village to
earn their chips!. In the next few weeks we will be practicing ‘traditional’ Guiding
activities in preparation for the Outdoor Shield Competition, and we are planning to do
outdoor cooking, play wide games and have a beach party. There is a county camp that
the girls have the opportunity to go along to and are running our own camp at Haddo this
year in September. Fingers crossed for good weather!

We meet in Pitmedden Village Hall from 7-9pm on Monday evenings. We have 42 girls
from Pitmedden, Udny and the surrounding area who come every week. They are full of
energy, noisy and great fun! With this amount of Guides, another pair of hands would
really be appreciated. If you would be interested in helping out in our Guide Unit on a
regular basis please do get in touch. You don’t have to have experience, you don’t have to
have a girl in Guides, you don’t have had to ever been in Guiding. You do need plenty of
enthusiasm, a good sense of humour and lots of energy!

Many thanks and best wishes
Kate
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Dates for your Diary - Friday 6th and Saturday 7th June 2014.

Pitmedden Music Festival 2014 @ Pitmedden Garden is building on the last one in 2012,
this time we will be in the events field opposite Pitmedden House.
The fun kicks off on Friday at 7pm with an evening of foot stomping music.  We start the
night with ‘Trig Bag’ a magically musical Shetland Duo. The Black Isle Rock Orchestra
then take to stage to raise the roof with  rock covers by the likes of The Killers, Kings of
Leon and Lady Gaga.
Saturday sees a day and night of entertainment for all, the day starts at 11am, and we will
have a full programme of free children’s entertainment and wonderful music acts in the
marquee, and within the grounds of Pitmedden Garden.
We have an eclectic mix of music from street drummers to string orchestras!  Saturday
evening our main act is Dallahan, who will ‘create a high energy atmosphere through their
interpretation of both traditional and contemporary Irish music’.
There will be food for sale, bar facilities and fun for all ages!  Camping is also available in
a nearby field for the more adventurous.
Tickets will be available from local outlets, and Aberdeen Box Office.
If you would like to volunteer to help at the festival, we have many jobs to fill!  Just get in
touch.

Ticket prices are:
Friday Evening  7pm-11pm Adult £10 / Concession £6
Saturday Day 11am-6pm Adult £5 / Concession £3
Saturday Evening 7pm – Midnight Adult £10 / Concession £6
Saturday Allday 11am – Midnight Adult £14 / Concession £8
Full Weekend Pass including Camping Adult £20 / Concession £12
All children under 12 gain free entry
All persons under 16, must be accompanied by an adult at all times.
www.pitmeddenmusicfestival.com www.facebook.com/pitmeddenmusicfestival
pitmeddenmusic@gmail.com
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I very quietly confided to my best friend that I was having an affair.
She turned to me and asked, 'Are you having it catered'?

That, my friend, is the definition of 'OLD'!
Reporters

interviewing a
104-year-old woman

asked:
'And what do you

think is the best thing
about being 104?'
She simply replied,
'No peer pressure.'

Just before the funeral services, the undertaker
came up to the very elderly widow and asked,
'How old was your husband?'
'98,' she replied: 'Two years older than me'
'So you're 96,' the undertaker commented.
She responded, 'Hardly worth going home, is it?'

I feel like my body has gotten out of shape,
so I got my doctor's permission to join a fitness
club and start exercising.
I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors.
I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down,
and perspired for an hour
but, by the time I got my leotards on,
the class was over.

My memory's not as sharp as it used to be.
Also, my memory's not as sharp as it used to be.

Know how to
prevent sagging?

Just eat till the
wrinkles fill out.

It's scary
when you start making

the same noises
as your coffee maker.

My memory's not as sharp
as it used to be.

Also, my memory's not
as sharp as it used to be.

I've sure gotten old!
I've had two bypass surgeries, a knee replacement,
three new hips, fought prostate cancer and diabetes.

I'm half blind,  can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine,
 I take 40 different medications that make me dizzy, winded, and subject to blackouts.

I have bouts with dementia and have poor circulation.
I can’t feel my hands and feet anymore.

I can't remember if I'm 85 or 92.
I’ve lost all my friends.

But, thank God,
I still have my driver's license.

decided to prepare her will
and told her lawyer she had

two final requests.

First, she wanted to be
cremated, and second, she

wanted her ashes scattered
over Tesco’s car park..

'Tesco?' the lawyer exclaimed.
'Why Tesco?'

'Then I'll be sure my daughters
visit me twice a week'



The Mystery of the Clottinpanis Stane
by Bill Johnston

Clottinpanis - what a wonderful sounding word it is, indeed what a splendid word to
verbally emit, to enunciate and to speak, that is until someone asks you ‘what does it
mean?’.
My first encounter with this unusual and intriguing sounding word/name occurred many
years ago as I worked my way through that wonderful local historical tomb entitled The
Thanage of Fermartyn by the Rev. William Temple. In the chapter dealing with Dumbreck
and Orchardtown, under Antiquities, the following note is made about the chapel which
used to be located at Dumbreck, “The chapel is mentioned in a cognition of marches
between Nether Ardlethen and the mill of Esslemont in 1551; also a stone called the
Clottinpanis stane, which has long disappeared.”
I can expand on my original question by asking just how much do we know about this
stone? The answer - not a lot! Where was it located? Not known. What was its purpose?
Not known.
So being of an enquiring mind I decided that I would like to find out more about this stone
which had this interesting and unusual name, and try to answer these three questions -
What does it mean? Where was it located? And what was its purpose?.
So the first part of my research would be to try to establish, to ascertain if possible, just
what the word actually meant? This research wasn’t helped in any way by the fact that as I
hunted through various historical records I found that the word was spelt in a variety of
ways, indeed I found that in one document it had been spelt in three different ways! For
example in the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff under the chapter entitled Presbytery of

KITCHENS . BATHROOMS . BOILER CHANGES

CENTRAL HEATING . FREE ESTIMATES

OIL BOILERS SERVICED AND COMMISSIONED

Tel
01651 842332

Mobile
07720444718
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15Ellon it is spelt thus - 1) ‘Clottinpanis’; 2) ‘Clottinpenys’; and all one word as  3)
‘Clottinpennistane’! In another record it it spelt ‘Clochteruperam’.
Also, apparantly there used to be a smallholding located on the area known as the
Commonty, ground between Ardlethen and Esslemont, which had been known by the
name of  ‘Clochtempan’.
One source I thought I might try in order to discover its meaning arose quite a few years
ago when I went to a meeting of the Tarves Heritage Group, their speaker that particular
evening was Professor W. F. H. Nicolaisen from Aberdeen University. He certainly gave a
most interesting talk into his study of Scottish placenames and their roots, at the end of his
presentation he did answer some questions from members of the audience. Apart, that is,
from yours truly when I asked him if he had ever come across the word/placename
‘Clottinpanis’ and also what might it mean? Sadly he appeared to dismiss my query in a
very offhand  manner with the rather sharply uttered words “never heard of it”! In other
words he didn't know!
Forgetting experts, friendly or otherwise, I continued with my own research - the first
three spellings of the word - nothing could be found relating to the first part ‘Clottin’, but
the ‘panis’ part I found could have Pictish roots meaning “a place with many hummocks”,
(Ref. - Place Names of West Aberdeenshire/Macdonald). Also somewhere in the deep
recesses of my mind I think 'panis' could mean a well or a spring of water!?  Looking at
the other, and quite different spelling, ‘Clochteruperam’ it proved to be a bit more fruitful
especially the ‘Cloch’ part. Again referring to Macdonald’s book plus others, ‘Cloch’
means ‘a stone’, ‘a large stone’, ‘a pile of stones’ or ‘a rock’.
So in a very amateurish, and I’m sure in quite a none - scholarly manner, combining these
two meanings I could say that the ‘Clottinpanis stane’ is a large stone located on a hilly
place! Well now, I suppose I could say I already knew that!
But then we come to the other questions namely where had it been located and why was it
there?
I have read through these old records and documents which refer to this stone on
numerous occasions trying to find a clue, trying to establish where it had in fact been
located. In 1506 it is recorded that “The gate (road) from Aquharnies ford ......to the
Chapel of Dumbreck till it came to the Clottinpanis stane”. (The name Aquharnie no
longer has any associations with this particular area, but I think it had been the old name
for the ford which crossed the Yowlie Burn near what was then Nether Ardlethen but
which is now known as Milton of Ardlethen!)
In 1538 in a settlement of merches upon Esslemont Estates there is a brief description of
the boundary which stated that beyond the “Holy fauld (field/fold)..........to
Clochteruperam stane and ward of Dumbrech to lye in commonty”.
It would appear that in 1551 there was an adjustment made to the boundaries between the
estates of Ardlethen, Esslemont and Dumbreck and the suggestion is that the stone must
have stood at the point where these three estates met.
In another record in 1551 it is noted that “Cairns are to be set afresh from the ford to the
myre where the Clottinpenys stane lyes now......”. Does this infer that the stone was
located on or near a boggy, wet place, which the word ‘myre’ could suggest?
So it would appear that the Clottinpanis stane probably had two functions, first as an estate
boundary marker, and secondly as a guide for travellers.
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Volume was never my strong point. At
times, even the weekly online shop has
been a challenge given my inability to
visualise or accurately guestimate just how
much broccoli is in 300g or how many
bananas are in a kilo. The result has
occasionally been a surplus of fruit to
sustain the Windward Islands GDP or at the
other extreme, one meagre floret between
five.
So it was that when I rang a local supplier
to request a delivery of wood for our
recently acquired wood burning stove, my
mind went completely blank as the
secretary asked how many cubic metres of
timber I required.
Without the benefit of Skype, I stood in our
kitchen and waved my hands about in
approximation of one metre (or three feet in
old money) by one metre by one metre.
Gesticulating wildly – which given that the
lady was on the other end of the blower in
Methlick – was no use whatsoever, I
concluded that three cubic metres – their
minimum order - sounded just about right.
For anyone in any doubt, 3 cubic metres is
actually rather a lot of wood. In fact, it’s
enough to entirely block the neighbour’s
driveway. And that is what I returned home
to a couple of afternoons later. At least the
cheery delivery man had
a sense of humour – and
he clearly hoped that I
did too. On my way
home, I had received a
call on my mobile. “Ye
were’nae in,” he said, in
serious tones, ”So I just
left yer logs on the
pavement.” Thankfully,
he then burst into
laughter at his own joke
and admitted to having
dumped the logs at the
back of the house –

blocking access there instead.
Wood ReCyclAbility came to my aid by
providing me with a sturdy “emergency”
log store. Then another. And then another.
It took a week of trundling and stacking
logs to give me a new found appreciation of
a) the brave pioneers who hewed their way
through the vast Canadian wilderness with
their bare hands – personally, I’d have
turned back at the first splinter and b) little
House on the Prairie.
That said, the new stove is lovely and has
not only been a source of warmth but also
provides seemingly endless entertainment
for the man child of the house. In the same
way as the barbecue is his sole culinary
domain, so it seems is the wood burning
stove and the varieties of fire setting
techniques provide no end of amusement.
In an obvious throwback to caveman days,
he reported with pride that he had not only
made fire – but he had made fire, upside
down. I don’t mean he stood on his head –
but rather, he set the fire log first, then
kindling, then paper on top. Works a treat.
Slightly worrying is that he gleaned this
handy hint while googling fire-setting on
the internet. Yes, this sort of information is
really out there on the tinterweb.
Gosh is that the time? I must log off.

Timber! by Jeannie Price

Quite co-incidentally, we also have a bulletin from the US
National Parks Dept. that they’re missing one redwood…
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Does your organisation need printing services
from time to time?

Be it posters, fliers, booklets, PUT Community
Cooperative may be able to help.

In association with Pitmedden News and the Community Trust we
now have a professional quality printer which we can offer as a
service to community and charitable groups.

We can print up to A3
We can print booklets (like this one)
We can print duplex
We can print colour

Prices;
1 pence per side  black and white
7.5 pence per side colour
Supply your own paper or buy it at cost
from PUT

Contact Catriona.
Catriona@millofallathan.co.uk, or 842338

2Chiropodist
Home Visits

Douglas Leal
Registered Chiropodist

Full Foot Treatment Available
in the Comfort of Your Own Home.

Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available

Tel.01358 742620
25, Denview Road,

Potterton
Surgery now available on certain days at

72 Hutcheon Street, Aberdeen, 01224639379

SATORI MARTIAL ARTS GRAMPIAN
Tuesday Nights, Pitmedden Hall

Pee-Wee (Under 8’s) 6:30 - 7:15
Juniors (Under 16’s) 7:15 - 8:15

Adults 8:30 - 9:30
First lesson free - just bring this notice

Adults - Why not try the Basic Self
Defence Course?

Dates to be arranged if enough
interest. Class would

be held 8:30 - 9:30 Tuesday Nights in
Pitmedden Hall.

For more information or to register
for the Self Defence

Classes - Call David Mutch on
0756 859 5654

Satori Martial Arts Grampian is a member
of Satori Scotland.

Registered with the Scottish Karate Board
Chief Instructor - Alistair McAlistair

All classes are supervised by a qualified
instructor



A Poem Penned by the Barred of Udny
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THANK YOU

To everyone who sent
me cards and flowers

after the loss of my
mum and dad.

I have been overwhelmed by
your kind words, offer of

help and love shown
not only to me but my

extended family.

Time heals,
memories stay forever.

My dear mum and dad
are now back together.

Thank you again.

Love to all.
Linnie

Funeral Directors
Est 1945

All types of funerals arranged.
Compassionate and professional

service.
Offering support, reassurance and

guidance.
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral

plans available.

Duthie Road, Tarves.
Tel: 01651 851205

maureen@wdmassie.co.uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

Members of the National Association
of Funeral Directors

Ensure the Memory Lives Forever
Fraser Memorials Ltd

We are a family business supplying
high quality granite memorials, vases

and name plates.
We also carry out Additional Inscriptions
and Renovating Existing Stones on site

Contact us for a free quotation at:-
Unit 4, Brechin Industrial Estate,

Montrose Road, Brechin, DD9 7RU
Tel: 01356 308008 Fax: 01356 308003

Formerly Udny/Pitmedden
We might have moved but we still supply locally

Email – moira7@btinternet.com www.frasermemorials.co.uk



BIG BREAKFAST
We are always on the first Saturday of every month from 8:30am.to 11:30am in Pitmedden Church.
The menu choice is extensive with rolls and croissants filled with any combination of eggs, bacon, sausages,
Stornaway black pudding or all of them on a plate with white or brown toast for ‘THE BIG BREAKFAST’ all
washed down with freshly brewed tea or coffee, fresh orange juice and diluting juices for the young at heart.
Why not finish off with a Danish pastry or a Belgian Waffle?
All our meats and eggs are supplied by ‘Aberdeenshire Larder’ in Ellon who give us very generous discount
which is much appreciated.
Thank you to all of you who have supported Big Breakfast in the past, never been, then why not add us to your
“Bucket List” and come along for a life changing experience! All profits go to various charities and
organisations.
January, £315 was used to replace a griddle.
February, £335 went to church funds and £100 to the Youth Cafe
March, £410 to the church and £80 for kitchen equipment
April, £370 to the church
May, £411 to “Someone Cares” a charity that supports the needy in Aberdeen.
June profits will be for Christian Aid

Thank you also to the dedicated team of volunteers who chef, wash up, brew tea/coffee and take the orders,
without them nothing would be possible.
We look forward to serving you all in the months ahead.

The Big Breakfast Team.

Udny Community Trust Co.
Spring Update

Helping the community of Udny to develop

April and May were busy months, with lots of work on paths matters and then getting things
ready for the AGM in June. This year, as well as producing an annual report, we will produce
a longer term plan for 2014-2019, to which members have
been asked to contribute. The members’ survey was closed
in May and the feedback was interesting and encouraging.
It confirmed that members feel UCTC supports the
community and it also highlighted areas where we know
we can do more. Both these reports will be available at the
Annual General Meeting.

Udny Community Trust Co. Ltd
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 18th June 2014
7:30pm Pitmedden Village Hall

We hope that some of the groups we have supported will
also attend to showcase the difference they have made
with the funding. Members will get official notice of the
AGM as usual but anyone is welcome to attend.
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Oldmeldrum Road, Pitmedden, AB41 7NY
Tel. 01651 842214

Eat, drink and relax in the

Bronie Brasserie

Finalists in the Taste of Scotland ~
Grampian Restaurant of the Year 2010

Lunches & Evening Meals served daily.
Mon – Thu 12pm – 2pm & 5pm – 9pm

Fri – Sat 12pm – 2pm & 5pm – 9.30pm
Sunday 12pm – 8.30pm

(OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Quality Meat at reasonable Prices.

For all your Butchery requirements at very competitive prices.

Tues -Fri 10:00 - 12:30 & 1.30 - 4:00
Saturday 9:30 - 2:00.

(Between JRD and Ellon Business Centre)

Telephone 01358 727850
“Where Customer Service & Quality Come First”
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Traditional Skills
The programme of courses has now finished. Not
only did we end up with lots of people being trained
, we also have a much improved path from
Pitmedden into the Pitmedden Garden Estate and a
lovely new dry stone wall. We will continue to look
for different opportunities to provide training locally
and if there are areas you think might be useful
please let us know.
Investigating Project Ideas
UCTC is committed to investigating ideas brought to us by our members and other
organisations in the community. These ideas don’t always work out for a variety of practical
reasons so it may not always be obvious how much is going on. Each idea is investigated as
far as possible and, even when it doesn’t work out, is recorded so that it can be picked up
again should circumstances change. To give a flavour of this here are some examples we
have been working on:

· UCTC responded to a request from the Pitmedden Park Committee and are
working with them on a plan to rejuvenate the park for the whole community.
We’re providing practical support by using some staff time to start preparing a
project plan and identify funding.

· We are also looking into organising an event to promote services for older people
in the community and hope it will be possible to have this early in the autumn.
We hope many service providers will attend; bringing them closer to the commu-
nity, raising awareness and increasing take up. Please get in touch if you would
like to get involved.

· We have been working with Udny Commu-
nity Council on a way to plan, pay for, and
manage environmental improvements in
the community – an idea we hope to try
out in early autumn.

· We have been working with North East
Scotland Credit Union on the possibility of
a Community Fuel Club being set up in Ud-
ny as a pilot project. We hope to have
their proposal soon and will see what can
be done.

Any member of the community or community group can suggest an idea to be looked into
and the board will consider it. If you want to discuss a project idea please get in touch.

Eleanor Morris



Extracts from Udny Community Council Minutes
Scottish Police
Scottish Police updated the meeting by saying they were pleased to say that the crime level in our
parish continues to be low but we should be aware of criminals coming into the area. They went on
to say that recently individuals have been entering retail premises with the intention of confusing
staff by using distraction techniques to commit theft. They were asked about the two RTAs in
Pitmedden and if speed was a suspected cause, they replied by saying that it was not thought that
excess speed was a cause. They were also asked about a problem at Iriewells Farm where the
road runs through the middle of the farm and the occupants have indicated that vehicles go at
inappropriate speed through that section of road causing great concern to the people who live and
work there. They replied that it was not an enforcement issue it is just that drivers are not
compensating for the conditions but he said that someone would see the residents to explain what
can and cannot be done. They were asked who is responsible for clearing up the debris after a
RTA as this had not been done at the RTA at the entrance to Pitmedden. They replied that it is
normally the vehicle recovery team who pick up all the debris. They also informed us about
Operation Barwick where Community policing officers combine with officers from the Flexible
Policing Unit to carry out foot cycle and vehicle patrols. Their intention is to speak with a large
number of residents at or near their home to explain why they are raising the profile of home and
vehicle security. This will be an ongoing project across Formartine to drive home the message that
criminals are not welcome and that officers will continue to make Formartine an unwelcoming area
for criminals to come to.

Udny Green Development
It was said that the CC had submitted a revised development plan for Udny Green to the Local
Development Plan team stating that 15 houses allocated to Udny Green should be transferred to
Pitmedden. In addition to this many residents have also submitted comments to the Council. It was
noted that Claymore Homes have not yet taken an option on the land allocated for development
which is adjacent to their existing site. They therefore estimate to finish the existing site of 18
houses by September 2014. A planning application has been made for 12 dwelling houses on the
H1 portion of this development. There was concern from the meeting regarding the impact of these
houses and a meeting of the planning sub-committee was arranged for the 24th April in the Udny
Community Trust office starting at 7:30pm to fully discuss this application.

Community Turbine
It was asked if the Turbine could provide cheaper electricity to local people. Unfortunately this is not
possible as the company who buys all of the electricity only deals with business customers. It has
been another good month for the Turbine as the wind speed continues to remain above average
and this has resulted in an end of financial year efficiency rating of 34% against a target of 30%. It
was also noted that one of the winter months recorded an efficiency of 63% which is the highest
monthly reading ever recorded by the turbine. It was noted that we are in a fortunate position in
regard to other community turbines as we have a secure grid connection. It was explained that
turbines on some islands have great difficulty with their grid connections especially when this is
linked via undersea cables which limit capacity. The meeting was informed that there would shortly
be the annual meeting of the Wind Turbine Board which will look at the performance of the turbine
over the past financial year. It was also stated that some researchers are to pay a visit to Udny so
that they could speak to people for and against the turbine.
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Paths Project
“Walking the Talk”, a local company, have now completed the evaluation of all three paths and a
meeting will be held in Pitmedden Hall starting at 8pm on the 22nd April 2014 to fully discuss the
various options and propose a way forward.

Pharmacy
The meeting was advised that the community councils of Methlick, Tarves and Udny received a
Citation instigated by Tarves Health Ltd and naming the community councils as an interested party.
Basically the Pharmacy is unhappy with the decision made by NHS Grampian on 4th December
2012 where they (the NHS) agreed that Pitmedden surgery could continue to dispense medicines.
Reps from each of the community councils were invited to a meeting on the 18th Feb along with
reps from Alex Salmond and Sir Malcolm Bruce’s offices to explore the options open to the CCs.
Legal advice was sought from Aberdeenshire Council but although they were happy to discuss
general options they would not represent the Community Councils. The meeting was surprised and
disappointed by this lack of commitment from the council. As legal support is not available from the
council the meeting was asked if they would support a proposal where the CC would fund the legal
advice from a solicitor. The CC agreed with this in principle but need an estimate of costs before
proceeding. The final outcome was that in response to a citation the community councils of
Methlick, Tarves and Udny have lodged a response with the Court of Session albeit without legal
assistance as the cost of this (in excess of £6000) was too much for the community councils to
bear. In addition they have also copied their paper to NHS Grampian so that they can embellish
their case where appropriate The court case was heard in Edinburgh Court of Session on the 24th
and 25th April 2014 but no decision was made by the judge then and we still await the outcome.

Verges in Udny
It was said that the problem with the verges in Pitmedden was to be resolved by installing mesh on
the area so that the grass could be easily maintained but it would provide more support if large
vehicles had to use the verge. Allan Hendry provided the following feedback:-
1. Road verges, Pitmedden to Meldrum at edge of settlement. Ian Daniels (Roads Manager) in
conjunction with Brian Shand (Landscape Services) has agreed to examine and repair as soon as
possible.
2. Keithleigh Gardens, footpath issue (Requiring Repair) Ian Daniels has agreed that they need
urgent repair and has agreed to have temporary repairs carried out there in next couple of weeks.
Works are also planned for this location soon to upgrade footpaths and install new lighting columns
as part of the planned roads maintenance program.(RMP)
3. Udny Green - Ian Daniels has advised that road verges adjacent to the Green are to be
repaired in the next few weeks

Planning Gain Funds
Last meeting it was noted that the Udny Green Hall committee have secured £6500 of funds for hall
improvements. The Pitmedden Park Trustees informed the meeting that they had been
unsuccessful in getting Planning Gain funds for the improvements to their skate park. Apparently
these funds cannot be used for maintenance and repair projects but thankfully only £300 of this
funding will be time expired this year and £170 of this can be used for an Arts project.

Pitmedden Park
The meeting was informed that the Pitmedden Park Trust was having great difficulty in agreeing a
lease between Aberdeenshire Council and themselves. The council do not appear to want to pay



for using both the park and the car park even though the trust has title to both. It’s not that the trust
want to make a profit they only want to cover the cost of the Public Liability insurance. The meeting
was very disappointed that these negotiations have been going on for years with no result due to
the council’s inability to recognise the importance of this issue. Although it was suggested that it
was the constant changing of staff at Aberdeenshire Council which has prevented this issue being
concluded The meeting went on to say that the park committee should obtain legal advice on the
way forward. It was also suggested that all elected members should progress this issue and after
more discussions the council have indicated that they should have this matter resolved by the 1st
April 2014. The meeting was advised that failure to get agreement would have a large impact on
the community as the park and car park would have to close. The elected members commented
that this was a top priority within the council. The meeting was informed that the council had since
responded to the plea to get a lease arranged and there now were only some small issues to
resolve. The Park chairman is now very confident that we will get a resolution very soon.

Art in the Community
It was suggested that the community council should apply for money from the UCT and
commission a work of art or sculpture for our village that reflects our community. It should support
local artists and we are investigating the various opportunities for the commissioning of a work of
art or sculpture for our village that reflects our community. It was suggested that the community
council should apply for money from the UCT to cover part of this project.

Environmental Improvements
A plan of action was proposed to improve the verge in Oldmeldrum Road from Bronnieside. We are
not sure who owns this land but said that a fair amount of work needs doing and the CC would be
applying to the community trust for funding if the meeting supported this plan. After discussion the
community council agreed to support this plan. Cllr Johnstone added that council policy is not to
adopt any more common land. This would mean that ongoing maintenance would be a problem.

RTAs
The recent RTA outside the Pitmedden Coop where a young child was knocked down were
highlighted and the meeting was informed that the councillors are recommending that the beacons
be replaced by the LED version to make the crossing more visible. They also suggested that a
round table discussion take place to improve road safety in that area and this will take place in due
course.

Udny Green Village Hall
The proposed upgrade to Udny Green village hall is being progressed and funds are in the process
of being raised. The meeting was informed that an architect had been commissioned to propose
improvement plans and will discuss these at a public meeting scheduled for May 2014.

Pitmedden Village Hall
The meeting was informed that the recent repairs to the roof of Pitmedden Village hall had been
unsuccessful as the roof still leaks on occasion. The hall committee are now looking for a
permanent solution.

Pitmedden Gardens
A plea was made for more members of “Friends of Pitmedden Gardens”. These people would act
as ambassadors by promoting and explaining the value of the NTS owned gardens. In addition they



27would help out on various occasions especially at apple harvest time. It was noted that Pitmedden
Gardens have been very supportive of the Community Council for many years and by supplying
plants for community use.

Annual Council Report
David Murray, Chairman, said that it had been a busy year and thanked all of the members for all
their hard work throughout the year and their excellent attendance at meetings. He made special
mention of Bob Bamlett as he had again done an excellent job in keeping the village in good order
with excellent flower displays which led the village to come first in its category in the Formartine in
Bloom competition. He went on to say that there were many ongoing issues and projects to get our
teeth into and keep everyone busy so that we can continue to improve our community.

Annual Statement of Accounts
Treasurer Matt Kaye presented the audited accounts for the year. He went through his report
carefully explaining all expenditure on a line by line basis. He went on to say that the expenditure
for planting and keeping the villages tidy was very good value for money especially as some of this
expenditure was offset against various grants and donations. The accounts were audited by Sheila
Johnston with the balance for administration being £3329.34. The Accounts were accepted by the
meeting.  Matt was formally thanked for all of this excellent work.

Appointment of an Auditor
It was proposed by Pete McAllister that Sheila Johnston remain as auditor for our accounts and this

was seconded by George Bruce. The meeting
accepted this proposal.

Election of Members
The following people were declared elected
unopposed:-Mrs Michelle Baguley; Mr Robert
Bamlett; Mr George Bruce; Mr George Duncan;
Mr Brian McDougall & Mr William Shewan. The
meeting being quorate the following people we
co-opted onto the committee:- Mrs Susan
Drummond; Mr Colin Duncan; Mr Garth Entwistle;
Mr Matt Kaye; Mr Peter McAllister & Mr David
Murray.

Election of Officials
Allan Hendry chaired this section of the meeting
and the following nominations were made:-
Chairman: David Murray
Secretary: Brian McDougall
Treasurer: Matt Kaye
Vice Chair: Garth Entwistle
All nominations were duly seconded and all
nominees accepted these positions.
Brian McDougall Secretary, Udny Community
Council
Email:- udnyccsec@btinternet.com

Jim Dow
Pest & Vermin Control

-Rats
-Mice

-Moles
-Wasps

Call Jim on
01651 873699

Mobile: 0777 857 9399



· All year round, secure, sheltered, hard-standing storage.
· Floodlit dusk till dawn
· B.P. Gas light stockist
· Convenient owner access
· Owner resident on site
· CCTV surveillance
· Cassoa - Gold Award

Udny Caravan Storage

North Mains Roofing

· Slating, Tiling, Specialist in Lead work, Pointing
· Insurance work
· Roof Maintenance

Tel: Ian Scrivener – 07919893177

Email: northmainsroofing@hotmail.co.uk

North Mains Farm Shop
·

Open early till late
· Local and homegrown produce

· Marmalades and Jams
· Stockist for Ola Oils

· Firewood for sale
Website: www.udnycaravanstorage.co.uk

Email:info@udnycaravanstorage.co.uk
Tel 01651842345 / mob 07764274121
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Weel weel an, n foo's aa mi freens e day?
Michty it's hard ti tak tent o e fac aat here w are teerin throu e fifth month o
e 'eer - ay, time certainly seems ti gyang by at an afa rate nooadays!
Sittin in e Kirk a twa three Sundays back A saa aat mi gweed freen aul Sandy
frae Hillies hid cam in, he sat doon ahin's n so A turned roon n w hid a gran
catch-up n chat aboot this, that n yon. In fac w waur sae intent in oor newsin
aat w didna notice aat e Meenister hid cam in until e Wife's elbick dug intil mi
ribs alang wi a loud “wheest” in mi lug! Nae maitter, jist afore e Meenister
interrupted oor wee newsie A hid speired at Sandy if he cud drap mi in past a
wee pucklie o dung for mi tatties e neist time he wis passin by oor roadeyn?
Nae bother ava wis his reply. So the ither day here Sandy duly arrived in his
big yalla tractor wi its front loader bucket fair reemin fou o dung. Noo Sandy's
notion o a wee pucklie wis certainly nae e wee pucklie aat I wis thinkin aboot? I
wis thinkin maybe aboot twa barra loads wid be mair than aneuch, bit fin
Sandy teemed his bucket he left aboot a 'Bennachie - like' heap o dung sittin
on mi roch girss! There maun be ten maybe eyven twal barra loads o weel
rotted dung waitin for mi ti meeve! Weel if I dinna hae a gweed crap o tatties
es 'eer or if mi roses dinna dae weel asweel, it winna be because o e wint o
dung!
Ae Freday foreneen nae lang back e wife n me waur drivin ti Mintlaw ti dae
oor wee  transcribin  jobbie at e Museum Heidquarters. W waur jist heidin up e
hull efter passin e Mill o Esslemont fin there wis an almichty scrappin
collieshangie frae inabelow e car - A managed ti turn aff e main road ontil e
roadie aat eesed ti tak ye ti Esselmont Station. Checkin inabelow A fun aat an
aluminium heat shield hid cam loose n wis scrappin on e road.
Wi the aid o a stick A managed, wi a tyauve, ti knock it aff n threw it intil e
beet, then A thocht insteed o gaen on ti Mintlaw it wid bi better if A heided ti
see mi garage man - weel, its better bein safe than sorry! Davie saa fit e
problem wis n telt mi ti cam back neist wik n he wid sort it for mi.
Es fine days maks ye wint ti  tak oot e car n gang for a wee drive n aat wis
jist fit e Wife n me did the ither Sunday here. W toddled roon wir bonnie
cwintryside n surprise surprise w fun wirsels awa up Donside nae far frae at
Antique shoppie at e Toll o Mossat. Anither surprise wis aat e car jist stoppit
ootside its door! No, it hidna broken doon - jist habit!?  So, weel, A jist hid ti
gyang in, n ay, A bocht anither beuk! It wis a rale interaistin beukie n wis
entitled “Boswell's London Journal 1762 - 1763”. It wis aa aboot James
Boswell's first 'eer in London fin he wis twa n twinty 'eer's aal. He hid gaen
there becis he winted ti jine e Guards bit his faither winted him ti be a
solicitor/lawyer. Es wis e time aat he first met e faamous writer Samuel
Johnson n fa he wis later ti screeve aboot. Boswell, bein e sin o a Scottish laird,
weel he didna hae ti wirk, he hid an allowance frae his faither, so he wis able ti
wanner aboot London, gaen ti the theatre n daein as little as possible! Hooiver,
like aa young loons o aat age he wis afa interaisted in e opposite sex, indeed,
some nichts a twa three times wi a twa three different 'ladies o e park', if ye
get mi drift!?
Ay, ye ken, ye cud fairly say aat naethin his chynged!
Noo jist afore A feenish A can tell ye aat mi tatties are plunted wi iveryeen
sittin on a muckle knyte o dung - so look oot for Aul Mossie’s bosker prize
tatties!!



UDNY GREEN SCHOOL NEWS

4th Eco-School Green Flag

We were delighted to have been awarded our 4th Eco-School Green Flag in March.
This year we did not have to have a visit but submitted an application which was
followed by a telephone interview. Everyone has worked hard over the past 2 years
on the greenhouse, the sensory garden and the school grounds in general. Thank you
again to the parents who came along in October for the Get Your Grownups
Gardening day. Thanks also to Alan Smith for his work in the school grounds and
Mrs Marshall for her help with the vegetable garden.
Watch out for our flag flying outside the school!

Village Litter Pick

In the middle of March, as part of our Eco work,
we did a litter pick around the village. Four parents
came along to help and we collected 6 bags of litter.
Not only does this help clean up the village but it
helps the children to realise why they shouldn’t
drop litter.

Farm to Fork Trail

The whole school visited Tesco Ellon at the
end of March for a Farm to Fork Trail.  P1-3
will be doing a farming project next term and

P4-7 are planning healthy packed lunches
using local produce. The pupils visited the

Bakery, Cheese, Fish and Fruit and
Vegetable departments. They enjoyed

hearing about the different types of food and
also tasting many of them. P4-7 pupils also

iced some Danish pastries. The chocolate
pancakes were the favourite although not the

healthiest!

Archaeology:  Is digging up the past just a load of old rubbish?
19 June, 2014, 9:00
At Kintore Library, Castle Walk, AB51 0RU.
The Philosophy Cafe, in association with Aberdeenshire Libraries and Aberdeen University,
is a very informal gathering in which a member of Aberdeen University staff introduces a
topic with a philosophical or social studies perspective.
Discussion in a café-style setting, around small tables, with a cup of tea or coffee to hand.
The objective of the Philosophy Cafe is to include and engage a wide age range of people
who are interested in debate, discussion and sharing opinions.
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This Spring’s Tidy by Bob Bamlett
Many thanks to all those who took part in
Pitmedden’s Annual Village Tidy on Sat. 3rd
May. It’s amazing how much can be done by a
relatively small group.
This year we dedicating half of the volunteers to
pick up only glass, cans and plastic bottles. As a
result,  44% by volume (far more by weight) of
what we gathered was recycled.
It was also noticeable that the reduction in
litter that we saw last year has been maintained.
Much of this improvement is due to a few folk
who regularly gather litter as they walk. If you
are one of them,  Please accept the thanks of the
entire community.
One person I’d like to recognise in particular is
our doughty lollipop man.  Chris Shepherd has
been quietly making a significant one-man
impact on the litter problem.  If you happen to
meet him,  let him know his efforts are
appreciated.
We are also very grateful to Pitmedden Church
and the Big Breakfast team.  They generously allowed us to use their facilities even
though it clashed with their own event.  We’d like to thank them yet again for their
ongoing contribution to the well being of the parish.

Making tracks in Udny by Steve Baguley

Keen  readers of The Pitmedden News will have noticed various articles about paths in
recent years.
The big picture is to establish a network of quality paths that will make it easier for people
to get around Udny on foot or bike for generations to come.
Currently some routes are thickets in high summer and others exist only as a memory and
a ridge of rocks.
Things have now progressed to the stage that the community has recently received
professionally produced options appraisals for the three contender routes. These options
were presented at a meeting in Pitmedden in April.
The next step is to decide between the options and actually start doing something!
This will need a few folk to spend a bit of time on fundraising and project management. If
you’re interested in getting involved and making a lasting difference in your community
then please get in touch with me at baggaz@gmail.com / 07984464403, or alternatively
Eleanor at 843776 / udnycommunitytrust@btconnect.com.
The plan is for the paths project management group to meet in early summer and decide
on next steps.

Pitmedden 2's Group & Playgroup
in Pitmedden Village Hall

2's Group (2 - 3 yrs) Tues, Wed &
Fri 10.30 - 12 noon

Playgroup (21/2 - 5 yrs) Mon - Fri
9.30 - 12 noon

For more information contact Pam
on 07713 914766
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NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No Office(01651) 842006

Mobile 07710662559

IAN FRASER DECOR Ltd.
HOME DECOR SPECIALISTS Office

NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No 01651 842006
Fax No 01651 843151
Email mail@ian-fraser.com

REFLEXOLOGY
Reflexology can improve your health through

gentle pressure on your feet. Reflexology may
help back & neck pain, headaches, painful

joints, hormonal imbalances, stress, digestive
disorders etc. And bring about relaxation

REIKI
Great For Stress Relief

Rosemary Richardson
G.S.S.R., M.S.I.R., M.A.R.,

2, Craigdam Cottages, Tarves
Tel. 01651 851612

Day and evening home visits available

Dudwickmobilefootclinic
Working towards a healthier community

Do you suffer discomfort from…..

Callus

Corns

Athletes Foot

Ingrowing Toe Nails

Fungal Infection

Treatment in the comfort of your own home

Call Marguerite on 07814 768733
Evening and weekend calls available

Marguerite Connolly

(SAC) Dip Foot Health Practitioner

SRN, SCM, Dip Nurs(London),
BA(cancer nursing)
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Ellon: 01358 789739
Abdn: 01224 566450
www.kfwatsonelectrical.co.uk

K.F. Watson Electrical
Free Estimates

Prompt Reliable
Electrician Service

All Electrical Work
Undertaken from a
Socket to a Rewire.

Youth Cafe
Youth Café on Kirk Kitchen Menu

Did you know there is a Youth café open from 7 till 9pm on Saturday evenings
during school term time in Pitmedden Kirk kitchen? The aim is to provide a warm,
safe place for young folk (approx. 11-18 years) to meet up, play pool, table football
and other games or to try out arts and crafts or just to chat. A variety of snacks are
on offer. All volunteers are checked through Disclosure Scotland.

The Big Breakfast generously provides funding for this venture. Why not come along
and see what goes on! For more information, contact;

Anne and George Brown 843633
Allan and Andrene Glen 842668 or

Fiona Entwistle 842412.
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Energy Drink Concerns
By Debbie Smith, School Nurse, Old Meldrum Academy

Concerns are growing in many school communities about the rising consumption
of energy drinks amongst young people.
According to NHS Choices website, 30 – 50% of teenagers in the UK drink energy
drinks which are widely available in supermarkets and local shops and often sold

at a cheaper price that other drinks.
Energy drinks are often promoted by
linking them to improved physical and
mental performance and are marketed
for use in conjunction with significant
physical exercising. However, at a
local level we have seen a significant
rise in consumption in and around
schools and often not in association
with any exercise regimes.
Many energy drinks have a range of
added substances which may be
harmful if taken in quantity – including
caffeine. Side effects of over usage
have been well documented and

include nervousness, agitation, stomach upset, diarrhoea, rapid heart rate,
palpitations, increased blood pressure and even seizures. Schools have advised
of children’s behaviour becoming unmanageable after energy drinks
consumption.
There are also concerns that energy drinks may interact negatively on the effect
of some medications and this is still being researched. Children with diabetes,
eating disorders and Attention Deficit Disorder (ADHD) appear to be of particular
risk if consuming energy drinks on a regular basis.
Thus, health professionals and their education colleagues are strongly urging
parents to be aware of these risks and to encourage avoidance of energy drinks
by their children, particularly during school time.

Udny First Responders
Thanks to the generosity of the community and several individuals
the Pitmedden First Responders have been able to purchase
additional sets of kit which will be based in Udny Green and in
Tarves.
This is to enable our Responders based in those settlements to respond to calls
without delay due to the kit coming from Pitmedden, should the emergency be
situated there. This should improve the response time. In these situations every
minute can count.
As always we're looking for new blood so if you'd like to know more please get in
touch. You don't have to live in Pitmedden to be a Responder.
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TALENT SCOUT
There will be a Flowers and Talent Festival at Udny Green on the weekend of
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th August. If you have a talent for flower arranging,
painting, knitting, sewing, jewellery making, etc., or any creative skills at all and
would like to show them off, please get in touch with Heather Black on 01651
842345.
If you are submitting a flower display we would like it to be themed (although you
decide on your own theme). Your entries will be displayed in Udny Green church
but, if you want to make some money out of your talents, why not take a stall in
the hall as well. There will be no charge for this - all you have to do is sell 5
tickets and that will be your entry fee covered (surely you have 5 friends who
would gladly come along and support you).
If you don’t want to show off your talents you can still come along, there will be
Cream Teas, stalls selling crafts and food and various demonstrations throughout
both days – perhaps you might discover a new hobby!
 There will also be a Barbecue on Sunday
afternoon on the Green from 12p.m. to
4p.m. and no previous experience is
required to partake of that.
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A Grand Day Out - Accessible Opera at Pitmedden Hall
Catriona McIntyre

On Saturday
10th May
Michelle Baguley
organised a
"Come and Sing"
day in Pitmedden
Hall.

If you didn't come,
you missed out on a

unique chance
to sing in a
choir with an
orchestra and
loads of
people who
know what
they are doing, and some folk, like me,
who are not quite so sure.

We are indebted to Conductor Jen Bailey who is
prepared to come and teach whoever turns up.



Not an
easy task.
And we
like to
make it
more
difficult by
all singing from
slightly different
versions of the music.

What is truly amazing is
that after a fairly

chaotic morning, some
revision in the
afternoon, we

performed Purcell's
entire opera Dido and
Aeneas in the evening.

It must have
been good
because we had
a standing
ovation from
what was
clearly a very
discerning
audience.

I'm looking forward to next year
already.

A standing ovation for the
Pitmedden Festival Choir.
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