
Pitmedden
News Ì

 The Voice
of Udny

e supported by the Udny Community Trust Companyf

Th

e Newsletter of the

pitmedden.wordpress.

co
m

/

Pa
rish of Udny

Online Edition at

Issue #311
Autumn 2014

PITMEDDEN NEWS CONTACTS
Editor        Jeannie Price 842065
E-mail pitmeddennews@hotmail.com
Web site http://pitmedden.wordpress.com
PROVISIONAL DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE; 10th Nov, 2014

Udny Green Hall Developments
The hall committee’s steering group held an open consultation in June to
allow hall users and the local community to see what improvements to the
hall were being proposed. These include better catering facilities, storage
and multi- purpose meeting room space. Useful feedback was gathered from
this exercise.

Hall Committee Chairman George Bruce explained, ”The hall committee
approved the plans and we have instructed our architect to develop the
plans, apply for planning
permission, and to use a
Quantity Surveyor to cost the
various bits.

When we have those costs, we
will be able to approach various
sources of funding -  National
Lottery, Climate Challenge
Fund, etc to see how or if we
can pay for it all.”

It is intended that work on
renovating and improving the
hall will commence in May/June
next year.



2 DIRECTORY OF RESOURCES AROUND UDNY
LOCAL SERVICES
Church Minister. Rev Gillean McLean 843794
Dog Warden 01467 628195
First Responders Jim Young 843021
Haddo Medical Group 843468
Health Visitor  Julie, Jennie, Muriel 843934
Meldrum School Nurse  Debbie Smith 871311 (term time only)
NHS 24 111
Pitmedden Primary School Janet Hill 842374
Pitmedden Village Hall Diane Hopkinson 843285
Udny Green Hall Bill Shewan 842346
Udny Green Primary School Susan Hogg 842376
LOCAL CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Boy’s Brigade 1st Udny Andy Burslem 842092
Brownies 1st Udny Mhari / Laura                07779639367 / 07701050267
Formartine Sports Dev’ment Colin Grant 843222
Good Companions Club Joey Sleigh 851256
Guides Jillian Wood 843075
Mainly Music Barbara Last 843693
Pitmedden Playgroup Katie Fyfe 0771 391 4766
Parent, Toddler & Baby Group  Jackie Botha 0799 941 1817
Rainbows 1st Udny Fiona Bramald  842568
Satori Martial Arts David Mutch 0756 8595654
Udny Tennis Club Angie Turnbull 842803
Udny Community Trust Co. Eleanor Morris 843776 / 0743 681 1759
Youth café Anne and George 843633
LOCAL SHOPS and BUSINESSES
Aberdeenshire Larder Food Suppliers 01358 727850
Bodywork Repair Derek & Janice Ritchie 843120 / 0771 437 5770
Caravan Storage Charles Black 842345
Child minding Julie McIntosh 843356 / 0798 036 5858
Chiropodist Douglas Leal 01358 742620
Creation Station Ruth Morris 0844 824 4525
Foot Care Specialist Marguerite 07814 768733
Eat on the Green Craig Wilson 842337
Electrical Contractor K.F. Watson 07713 979837 / 01358 789739
ElmaEvents Elma Robertson 0783 150 0681
Fraser Memorials Moira Stewart 01356 308008
Farm Shop Heather Black 842345
Garage CMB Autos 842362 / 0778 713 1853
Heavy Plant Paul Monaghan (Sheltie) 843306 / 0777 406 2111
Joinery Service Ed Grant 0778 676 6433
Linsmohr Hotel Bill Berry 842214
North Mains Roofing Ian Scrivener 0791 989 3177
Painter/Decorator Ian Fraser 842006
Plumbing Russell Grant 842332/0772 044 4718
Post Office Jonny & Ali Aspden 842253
PUT Printing Catriona McIntyre 842338
Reflexology Rosemary Richardson 851612
Ythanview Hotel 806235
Wm Massie Funeral Directors Maureen Richardson 851205
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Pitmedden Music Festival -A Rare old Time

Around 1,800 people descended on Pitmedden for the two-day music event, which also
included a celebration of local beers.

The gathering, held at the National Trust for Scotland’s Pitmedden Garden, began on
Friday with an evening of music from Shetland duo Trig Bag and The Black Isle Rock
Orchestra who covered songs by The Killers, Kings of Leon and Lady Gaga.  During the
day on Saturday, hundreds of families enjoyed bouncy castles, puppet shows, singing

sessions, a magician and games.

Rain on Saturday night failed to
dampen the performances of bands
including Dallahan and the Silver City
Soul Revue, who rounded off the event.

Angie Stemp, director of the charity
event, said: “We have been absolutely
stunned by the number of people who
came along to the festival.  We hoped it
would be a success but this has
surpassed all our expectations.  It was
wonderful to see so many people from

the community and beyond enjoying themselves in the sun.  The bands were incredible,
the beer festival went down a treat.”

In May, the Pitmedden Music
Festival was awarded charity
status and the gathering also
received funding from the Udny
Community Trust, National
Lottery’s Awards for All,
Aberdeenshire Council and local
businesses also donated money
towards the running costs of the
festival.

The monies raised will be used
to fund the next 2015 Festival
along with hosting more events
for the community.  Any local community groups seeking funding for Arts projects can
contact the Festival committee on pitmeddenmusic@gmail.com.

Angie added: “Most of all we were bowled over by the extent to which the whole
community pulled together to help out, it has been fantastic, from the smallest jobs to
those that have required months of work, the community pulled out all the stops to make
the festival happen and everyone should be very proud of themselves.”

Bring on 2015!  If you would like to volunteer at the next Festival contact the committee
on pitmeddenmusic@gmail.com, or call Angie on 01651 843043.



www.elma-events.co.uk 07831 500681

ZUMBA
Zumba starting back at Pitmedden School on Monday 18th August. 7pm/8pm.

No booking required. Zumba is a dance fitness class for all ages and fitness.
POWERHOOP Class.

Powerhoop is starting on Monday 18th August from 8.00pm/8.45pm
This class must be booked. This is a 6 week block class. New Hoopers welcome..

What can I expect from using a Powerhoop?
Training with a Powerhoop gives you a firmer waistline (stronger core muscles in

the abdomen and back), and strengthens muscles in the hips, buttocks and legs.
It also improves your condition, posture and balance, and burns fat.

Contact: Elma 07831 500681 elmagetinline@btinternet.com



5Udny & Pitmedden Church
Service Pattern for September 2014 – November 2014

Sep  7th Udny Green 10am
 14th Pitmedden 10am
 21st Pitmedden 10am
 28th Pitmedden 10am   BB Enrolment

Oct 5th Udny Green 10am   Harvest Thanksgiving
 12th Pitmedden
 19th Pitmedden
 26th Udny Green 10am   Communion
 26th  Pitmedden 6.30pm   Communion

Nov 2nd Udny Green 10am
 9th Udny Green 10am   Remembrance Sunday
 16th Pitmedden 10am   Guild Dedication
 23rd Pitmedden 10am
 30th Pitmedden 10am   First Sunday in Advent
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Funeral Directors
Est 1945

All types of funerals arranged.
Compassionate and professional

service.
Offering support, reassurance and

guidance.
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral

plans available.

Duthie Road, Tarves.
Tel: 01651 851205

maureen@wdmassie.co.uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

Members of the National Association
of Funeral Directors

Chiropodist
Home Visits

Douglas Leal
Registered Chiropodist

Full Foot Treatment Available
in the Comfort of Your Own Home.

Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available

Tel.01358 742620
25, Denview Road,

Potterton
Surgery now available on certain days at

72 Hutcheon Street, Aberdeen, 01224639379



By Jeannie Price - The Barred of Udny.

If you’ve scooped your doggie’s doo-doo

And have a bag to put it in

Then do us all a favour

And put it in a bin

Don’t just leave it by the pathside

Or hang it from a tree

It may be more hygienic

But it’s still quite unsightly

Dog owners get a bad press

And at times that seems quite fair

If they leave a job half done and

Lots of plastic everywhere

So be a super scooper

If you bag, it bin it too

And let’s keep Udny tidy

And free of poochie poo

We decided NOT tohave a picturehere...
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We have an all-year round offer exclusively for our Udny neighbours*…

Enjoy a starter and main course from our regular menu for just £25, including canapes, freshly
baked bread and an intermediate course.

* To qualify, you must provide a name, address and valid 01651 842 or 843 telephone number
and an email address for our Udny mailing list. Advance booking is essential quoting ‘Udny
Thursday’. This offer is not valid on special occasion days / coinciding with private function

events.

T: 01651 842337, E: enquiries@eatonthegreen.co.uk, W : www.eatonthegreen.co.uk

Like us on facebook : www.facebook.com/EatOnTheGreen

Follow us on twitter: http://twitter.com/EatOnTheGreen1
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The Pitmedden Flower Show committee would like to thank
everyone who contributed to the success of this year's Flower

Show. Most garden produce ripened earlier than usual
presenting gardeners with a challenge. It was encouraging to

see the attendance boosted by some new competitors.

Special thanks to our sponsors Udny Turbine Trust and
Pitmedden software firm Developers for Hire.

I am delighted to have been appointed as Head Teacher at Udny Green
School.  My most recent appointment was Depute Head Teacher at Ellon
Primary where I had responsibility for learners at early level in the
nursery and school. Young children's energy and enthusiasm for
learning is contagious and highly motivating, I look forward to teaching
Primary 4 - 7 in this role.

 I bring my considerable experience as a primary class teacher and
Depute Head Teacher to this post but I also bring experience of being a
Curriculum for Excellence Officer with responsibility for learning through
technology with Aberdeenshire Council and more recently working for
Education Scotland as an Emerging Technologies Officer.

 I live locally and am married to a farmer and we have three children. I
don't think I could live in a more beautiful setting. I love walking at
Haddo, Bennachie and exploring beaches; all very calming places.
Hopefully I will meet some of the local community at our next
Community Cafe. It is a privilege to become Head Teacher at this
beautiful setting and have the opportunity to build upon the very good
standards that Mrs Hogg and the staff at Udny Green School have
achieved which were suitably recognised in the school's very recent HMIE
report.
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Extracts from the Udny Community Council Minutes

Scottish Police The Community Council noted that there were many cars in Pitmedden
where it appears that the noise from car exhausts is a lot louder than normal. They asked the
Police if there was a process for checking exhaust levels? And if so how do we put this
process in place?

Local Development Plan
There was a meeting of the Formartine Area Committee on 17th June where they discussed
the Main Issues report on consultation responses. Prior to this meeting the 4 local councillors
were given a letter from the Udny Community Council pointing out their view on Udny
Green and Pitmedden developments. The main issue with Udny Green being that the planners
were being reluctant to correct a mistake in the previous development plan where they were
overproviding housing on the H1 site.
With Pitmedden the planners were recommending a removal of the EH1 allocation which
would mean that a new community hall could not be progressed as it depended on the housing
scheme. Cllr Johnston said that there was a full debate on the issues and suggested that we
lodge a formal objection at the time that the report is published. It was stressed that the
correct procedures must be followed to ensure that our complaint is officially recognised. It
was also stated that despite earlier requirements there still is not a full development brief for
the H1 site which hopefully would show some protected areas to minimise overdevelopment.
It was also said that the proposed Hatton Crook development was rejected.

Udny Green Development
It was noted that a planning brief should be available prior to the decision on the planning
application for an additional 12 houses.
Last month concern was raised regarding a proposed footpath from Fleeman Park to the
Village Green. The proposed route of this was through an area used as an outdoor classroom
by Udny Green school and would also join the main road where road safety would be an
issue. The CC contacted the residents of Fleeman Park and ascertained that the path was no
longer necessary and that the access to the land used by the school would be fenced off by
the builder. It was also established that the builder would provide a path from the houses up
to the new car park. A letter from concerned residents was discussed and it was decide that
the Vice Chair would reply to allay their fears.

Land for Community Hall It was noted that Aberdeenshire Council are recommending
the removal of the EH1 site in Pitmedden which would mean the loss of the land which was
proposed for the new community hall.

Community Turbine The meeting was informed that there would be an annual meeting of
the Wind Turbine Board which will look at the performance of the turbine over the past
financial year as soon as the audited accounts are available.

Paths Project The Following update was provided by Eleanor Morris, Development
Officer for the Udny Community Trust Co Ltd.



Chris York from Walking the Talk has completed his work now and all the paths work is
now back over to the community to pursue.
Steve Baguley has agreed to lead a new active group to get to work on some practical stuff
and on pulling together funding for the more significant projects. An article on this went out
in the most recent Pitmedden News. If anyone is interested in taking part please get in touch
with Steve direct: baggaz@gmail.com (Though bear in mind he is cycling to Surrey to raise
funds for malaria charities just now!)

UCTC have agreed to provide some funds to get things moving – this can be used for
equipment, additional surveying etc. as the group agree. David Bell, one of UCTC’s
directors, has volunteered to be part of the new paths group and will act as a link between
the two. PUT Community Co-op have confirmed that it is possible for the paths group to be
affiliated to them so it won’t be necessary, at this point, to set up a brand new structure.
UCTC will also work with the group on landowner discussions and any other areas where
we can provide useful support. In future the paths group will be able to apply for grants
from the Community Fund like any other community group.
The meeting with Chris identified ways in which the paths group could get started on some
basic low cost work and move on to the bigger projects. The way the reports are laid out is
helpful as it breaks things down into more practical sections.  Of course this depends on the
group of volunteers who want to get involved and on agreeing things with land managers.
I’ll let you know as soon as possible when there is to be a meeting to plan some work and
make some decisions about the money available.
We have various useful resources in the office on paths and maintenance should anyone
want to have a look. I’ll also keep an eye out for useful training sessions for volunteers. The
board will be discussing further skills training later in the year, probably in August, and I
will let you all know the outcome of that.
Eleanor Morris

Pharmacy
The meeting was advised that the court case was heard in the Court of Session in Edinburgh
on the 24th and 25th April 2014. Feedback from this will be shared with the CC when
available. ( No further update available at present)
In addition, it was suggested that the community councils of Methlick, Tarves and Udny
meet to discuss the impact of the revised rules regarding the provision of Pharmacies.
Brian will contact Tarves CC to arrange this.

Verges in Udny
It was said that the problem with the verges in Pitmedden was to be resolved by installing
mesh on the area so that the grass could be easily maintained but it would provide more
support if large vehicles had to use the verge. Allan Hendry provided the following feedback:-
1. Road verges, Pitmedden to Meldrum at edge of settlement. Ian Daniels (Roads Manager)
in conjunction with Brian Shand (Landscape Services) has agreed to examine and repair as
soon as possible.
2. Keithleigh Gardens, footpath issue (Requiring Repair) Ian Daniels has agreed that they
need urgent repair and has agreed to have temporary repairs carried out there in next couple
of weeks. Works are also planned for this location soon to upgrade footpaths and install new
lighting columns as part of the planned roads maintenance program.(RMP)



3. Udny Green - Ian Daniels has advised that road verges adjacent to the Green are to be
repaired in the next few weeks

Planning Applications Applications APP/2014/2077 and APP/2014/1746 were discussed
but with no concerns from the Community council members.

Pitmedden Park The meeting was informed that the council had responded to the plea to
get a lease arranged and there now were only some small issues to resolve. Unfortunately
these issues are still with the council to resolve

Developer Obligation Funds The Planning gain fund has now been renamed along with
new rules and regulations which limit the uses of these funds. Members of the CC were
urged to proceed with projects so that any remaining funds could be utilised for the benefit
of the community. There should be revised allocation issued in the near future

Art in the Community It was suggested that the community council should apply for money
from the UCT and commission a work of art or sculpture for our village that reflects our
community.  It should support local artists and we are investigating the various opportunities
for the commissioning of a work of art or sculpture for our village that reflects our
community. It was suggested that the community council should apply for money from the
UCT to cover part of this project.

Environmental Improvements A plan of action was proposed to improve the verge in
Oldmeldrum Road from Bronnieside. We are not sure who owns this  land but said that a
fair amount of work needs doing and the CC would be applying to the community trust for
funding if the meeting supported this plan. After discussion the community council agreed
to support this plan. Cllr Johnstone added that council policy is not to adopt any more
common land. This would mean that ongoing maintenance would be a problem.

Udny Green Village Hall A consultation meeting was held at Udny Green Village Hall
on Friday 13th and Saturday 14th June to give everyone the opportunity to see the
proposed improvement plans for the hall. Over 50 people attended over the two days
where positive responses were gained. The management committee will meet in about 2/3
weeks to progress especially by aiming to apply for planning permission and a fully costed
estimate

Pitmedden Village Hall The meeting was informed that the recent repairs to the roof of
Pitmedden Village hall had been unsuccessful as the roof still leaks on occasion. The hall
committee are now looking for a permanent solution

Pitmedden Gardens A plea was made for more members of “Friends of Pitmedden
Gardens”. These people would act as ambassadors by promoting and explaining the value
of the NTS owned gardens. In addition they would help out on various occasions especially
at apple harvest time. It was noted that Pitmedden Gardens have been very supportive of the
Community Council for many years and by supplying plants for community use.

Pitmedden Music Festival The Pitmedden Music Festival which was recently held was said
to be a great success with more people than expected attending. So much so that some of



the stands had to obtain additional provisions to keep them going. The festival committee
will meet shortly to review the project and decide on the frequency of future events.

Aberdeenshire Council Website It was noted that the weather forecasts on the
Aberdeenshire Council website were no longer very accurate. Last year the forecasts were
more detailed and exact whereas the current ones are very general. A letter will be written
to Stephen Archer to ask why there has been a decline in this service.

Primary Schools It was noted that the Community Council are maintaining its links with
both our Primary schools. Bob Bamlett, by helping them with the planting of bedding, and
Brian, by visiting the classrooms at both schools to tell them about the Community
Council and the Community wind turbine

Next Meeting of the Community Council
Please note that the is no meeting in July and therefore the next meeting will take place on
the 21st August 2014 at Udny Green Primary School starting at 7.30pm

Brian McDougall
Secretary, Udny Community Council
Email:- udnyccsec@btinternet.com

Udny Community Fuel Club
Across Aberdeenshire and Moray many communities have got together to
form Community Fuel Clubs. Club members work together to get better
prices for heating oil by ordering together.

New clubs in Moray have been helped to set up by a partnership between
environmental group REAP and the North East Scotland Credit Union. Now
North East Scotland Credit Union is looking at helping communities in
Aberdeenshire to do the same.

Since Udny is off mains gas Udny Community Trust Company have
committed to helping a community fuel club to get started here. North
East Scotland Credit Union will be holding information sessions in early
October at the Dr Spence Memorial Hall in Udny Green.

There will be sessions at 3 and 7pm.

Come along to find out more.For more
information contact Eleanor Morris at
Udny Community Trust Co. on: 01651
843776 or
udnycommunitytrust@btconnect.com

14



KITCHENS . BATHROOMS . BOILER CHANGES

CENTRAL HEATING . FREE ESTIMATES

OIL BOILERS SERVICED AND COMMISSIONED

Tel
01651 842332

Mobile
07720444718

A big thank you to all our advertisers. Without you there would be no
magazine. The Pitmedden News Team really appreciate your contribution.
If anyone else would like to advertise we charge £10 for a quarter page,
£15 for a half page and £30 for a full page per edition.
We have to charge a further £60 for a colour advert to cover the cost of
colour printing.
Contact Vicky on 842402 for further information.
Also, please remember to support the advertisers.  Methlick’s Ythanview
Hotel has suspended their ad.  The Steak Night is now over-subscribed
which is good.  Well - for them!

The next group of people who deserve our gratitude are our
distributors who deliver the magazine every quarter, just for the love of
walking. Thank you.
If anyone is looking for a great way to exercise for about 20 minutes once
every 13 weeks then get in touch with Catriona on 842338.

15



01651 869195
01651 842362

07968082212
07787131853

e-m
ail - cm

bautos@
btconnect.com

facebook - cm
bautos
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Following the very successful course last October Udny
Community Trust Co. are again offering a two-day course
providing hands-on instruction and training in the skills and
techniques involved in constructing and repairing Dry Stone
Walls.
The course is being supported by the Big Lottery Fund Growing
Community Assets programme and organised in partnership
with the Scottish Traditional Skills Training Centre and Wood
RecyclAbility.

Comments from last year’s course:
Excellent course and great instruction

Enjoyable, relaxed atmosphere good for learning
Good mix of theory and practical work.

Community volunteers in Udny can attend the course free of
charge.

Date & time: Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th October 2014 from
9:30am to 4:30pm.
Location: Wood RecyclAbility, off the B9000 just outside
Pitmedden.
Clothing: Those attending will be required to wear stout
footwear and outdoor clothing. Boilersuits, hard hats, safety
goggles & gloves are provided.
Sandwich lunches, as well as tea/coffee will be provided
For more information or to request a place contact Eleanor
Morris at Udny Community Trust Co. on: 01651 843776 or
udnycommunitytrust@btconnect.com

Building & Repairing Dry Stone Walls
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th October 2014

Udny Good Companions Club

Udny Good Companions Club starts again on Wednesday 17th September 2014 at
2pm in Pitmedden Public Hall  when the entertainers will be The Sculty Group from
Banchory.
If you have recently moved into the area and would like to see what the older
members of the community get up to, please come along.  New members are always
made to feel very welcome.  If you would like more information please contact Joey
Sleigh on 851256.
Future events - 15th October - Chapel Chimers
                       25th October - Annual Coffee Morning, Pitmedden Hall 10am



Does your organisation need printing services
from time to time?

Be it posters, fliers, booklets, PUT Community
Cooperative may be able to help.

In association with Pitmedden News and the Community Trust we
now have a professional quality printer which we can offer as a
service to community and charitable groups.

We can print up to A3
We can print booklets (like this one)
We can print duplex
We can print colour

Prices;
1 pence per side  black and white
7.5 pence per side colour
Supply your own paper or buy it at cost
from PUT

Contact Catriona.
Catriona@millofallathan.co.uk, or 842338

SATORI MARTIAL ARTS GRAMPIAN
Tuesday Nights, Pitmedden Hall

Pee-Wee (Under 8’s) 6:30 - 7:15
Juniors (Under 16’s) 7:15 - 8:15

Adults 8:30 - 9:30
First lesson free - just bring this notice

Adults - Why not try the Basic Self
Defence Course?

Dates to be arranged if enough
interest. Class would

be held 8:30 - 9:30 Tuesday Nights in
Pitmedden Hall.

For more information or to register
for the Self Defence

Classes - Call David Mutch on
0756 859 5654

Satori Martial Arts Grampian is a member
of Satori Scotland.

Registered with the Scottish Karate Board
Chief Instructor - Alistair McAlistair

All classes are supervised by a qualified
instructor
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The P7 Pitmedden
netball team won the
Garioch League! We
won the League shield.
We won with 101 goals
which was a lot more
than any other team. It
was a close game
between Tarves team
B. When we won we all

Primary 4   Promoting Healthy Eating

Primary 4 made some smoothies. They worked in groups to come up with some
ideas of what ingredients they all liked, that they could use for their group
smoothie. All the pupils enjoyed the making and tasting part. They then went
on to write out a recipe for their smoothie.
Keeping with the food theme, they baked and decorated cupcakes for
Mother's Day.  A small group made porridge. One pupil commented that it
tasted good because they had made it themselves. We made bread as well.
They all enjoyed eating it fresh from the oven. Not too sure all of them
enjoyed the mixing and kneading of the dough but were impressed with how
it 'grew'.

Term 4
Primary 4 went to Satrosphere on Tuesday 24th June. The pupils learnt about
medieval construction.  In groups, they had a challenge to build the tallest
tower using wooden bricks. They had to remember some of things they had
just learnt about to help in their design. The towers were impressive.
After lunch there was a science spot.  This demonstrated how science can be
fun, with rockets flying through the air and water disappearing!
We even managed a short trip to the park before heading back to school.
The entrance to Satrosphere was paid from the money the pupils raised
during their Enterprise topic at Christmas time.

Pitmedden School Rools



Ensure the Memory Lives Forever
Fraser Memorials Ltd

We are a family business supplying
high quality granite memorials, vases

and name plates.
We also carry out Additional Inscriptions
and Renovating Existing Stones on site

Contact us for a free quotation at:-
Unit 4, Brechin Industrial Estate,

Montrose Road, Brechin, DD9 7RU
Tel: 01356 308008 Fax: 01356 308003

Formerly Udny/Pitmedden
We might have moved but we still supply locally

Email – moira7@btinternet.com www.frasermemorials.co.uk
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July Bird Report

W.G. Johnston

 One species of bird which never fails to amaze me, certainly in respect to its endurance,
is the Swift, that sickle-shaped streamlined arrow which dashes around our roof-tops and

church towers in towns and villages during the months of June and July.  Both
Udny Green and Pitmedden Kirk steeples have long been  regular favoured

annual sites for often as many as six  pairs of these amazing birds to
build their nests in. Swifts pair for life, meeting up each spring at the

same nest site. They could be classed as one of our short-stay
summer visitors, usually arriving during the month of May and

then returning to their wintering grounds in South Africa
towards the end of July, indeed, by the end of August you are
unlikely to see a Swift in our skies.

During that relatively short-stay period the nest is built by both
adults out of any material that can be gathered on the wing,

including feathers, paper, straw, hay and seeds. It is cemented together
with saliva, and renovated and reused year after year. The reason it is

collected in this manner is because of the position of the Swift’s legs!? On a
Swift their legs are situated well back on its body which helps to streamline its

shape and allows it to fly quickly, however, the downside of this is that it makes it very
awkward and difficult for it to walk on the ground and is the reason why it collects most
of its nesting materials in the air.

The female then lays her eggs, usually 2 to 3, occasionally 4. Incubation is done by both
sexes for about 18 to 20 days. Swifts grow rapidly on a diet of insects brought to the nest
by the parents in food balls. At first the brood will share each meal, but by the time they
are two weeks old they can handle a full delivery by themselves. They are able to fly
when they are about 6 weeks old. They remain for a few days near their nest-site then
during July set off to make their first flight to South Africa - this is the point where these
young Swifts, the ones just born here, begin to perform a feat of endurance which makes
me shake my head in total amazement. When these young Swifts set off for South Africa
they will not stop flying, they will be on the wing
continuously, non-stop, for the next two years. They
will feed on the wing, they will drink on the wing,
they will sleep on the wing. They will not land
on any solid object or surface be it tree, roof,
rock or ground for two whole years ! The
very first time that the young Swift will
be in contact with a solid object will
be when it returns to this country two
years later to nest and breed, usually
in or near the place of its own birth !
Yes, quite amazing birds!

Wow.  Wireless tech really is taking over.



Oldmeldrum Road, Pitmedden, AB41 7NY
Tel. 01651 842214

Eat, drink and relax in the

Bronie Brasserie

Finalists in the Taste of Scotland ~
Grampian Restaurant of the Year 2010

Lunches & Evening Meals served daily.
Mon – Thu 12pm – 2pm & 5pm – 9pm

Fri – Sat 12pm – 2pm & 5pm – 9.30pm
Sunday 12pm – 8.30pm

(OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Quality Meat at reasonable Prices.

For all your Butchery requirements at very competitive prices.

Tues -Fri 10:00 - 12:30 & 1.30 - 4:00
Saturday 9:30 - 2:00.

(Between JRD and Ellon Business Centre)

Telephone 01358 727850
“Where Customer Service & Quality Come First”
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Countra clatter;  A Gran Day Oot!
Bill Johnston

 Weel weel an, n foo's aa mi freens e day?
A twa three wiks back A happened ti speir o mi Granson aat if he hid iver bin til e Aircraft
Museum doon at Montrose, he said he'd niver bin there. So, nooadays, as A dinna enjoy
drivin as muckle as A eest til, A says ti Neil aat if he iver hid a spare day some wikeyn he
micht like ti tak his Granma n m'sel doon again ti see it?
Weel noo, e first Setterday o July Neil picked us baith up n w toddled wir wye sooth ti
Montrose. It wis a thochtie dull n overcast fin w stairted awa bit as w progressed it got
brichter n better. He took us doon e coast road so w passed by, n throu, some weel kent
placies, the likes o Kinneff far in 1651 efter e attack on Dunnottar Castle the Scottish
Crown Jewels waur hidden in e auld Kirk n keepit there until 1660.
Anither placie wis e aul toon o Inverbervie, noo it is screeved aboot in an aul document as
far back as in e 12th century. W hid ti stop at traffic lichts afore w crossed e brig as it wis
bein repaired - it lookit as though somebody hid gien it a fair bit o a clout!
A teuk tent o e fac aat on e braes ahin Inverbervie there wis A dinna ken fou mony win
mulls/turbines ti be seen - ugly lookin things jist spilin oor bonnie cwintryside!
Atween Johnshaven n St. Cyrus e coastline is afa flat n low-lyin n A jist thocht ti m'sel aat
if sea levels wis ti rise due ti Global waarmin aat placies wid jist disappear!?
Noo ivery time A hear meenshun o St. Cyrus A  aye myn aboot yon faamous sketch daen
bi e Scotland the What team - ye myn the ane? “Ay, he wisna afa weel, he hid St. Cyrus o
the liver.” -Pause- “Na, na, it wis cirrhosis aat he hid!”
A mile ar so afore wi cam ti Montrose w stoppit in by Charleton Fairm for wir denner, es
is a fairm aat grows great parks ful o straaberries n rasps n lat fowk cam n pick their ain.
Pairt o the aul steadin his bin turned intil a shop n fit eesed ti be e stable they've made it
intil a wee restaurant - es wis far w hid wir denner, in ane o the aul staas - n afa fine it wis
asweel! Then it wis back in ower e car n on e road til Montrose n inaboot til e Museum.
Noo Sheila n me hiv veesited es placie a twa three times ower e 'eers n iverytime w gang it
gets better. Montrose Air Station his a lang history gyaun richt back til e First World War
n throu e Second World War until it closed doon in 1952. Here ye can see a ful sized
replica o a Sopwith Camel, e kin o plane aat shot doon 'The Red Baron'. Frae e Second
World War beside e Reception building is anither replica, a Spitfire Vb caaed e 'Red
Lichtie' so named becis in 1940, at e beginnin o e War, the fowk o Arbroath raised e
£5000 needed for it ti be biggit. The original 'Red Lichtie' wis written aff in 1943 as it wis
comin inta land at an aerodrome in Lincolnshire.  Neist til't is a Gloster Meteor, a braw
example o Britain's first jet fighter. For e motor car enthusiast there's a 1941 Hillman RAF
Staff car n a Davie Broon tractor aat wis eesed for pullin e bomb trolleys etc. roon aboot e
aerodrome. Then for e housewife one eyn o e Reception building his bin turned intil a
room frae a hoose o e 1940's - michty at fair brocht back memories ti mi - the aul
fashioned furniture, e wireless n e gramophone - ay, A maun be getting aul!
Efter a twa three maist interaistin 'oors it wis time ti heid for hame, hooiver Neil decided ti
tak a wee bit o a detour roon by aat weel kent Ice Cream shoppie at e beach at Steenhive!?
Ay, a great muckle cone fair stappit fou o ice cream - say nae mair - bit it wis afa, afa, afa
fine!



Safari, So Good

As I write this, the eldest boy child is in deepest, darkest Africa
climbing Kilimanjaro - as you do. Eschewing the delights of a fortnight
on a beach in Ibiza for his post- graduation travel fix, he has opted
instead for a two week trek up the continent’s highest mountain. But
then he has always had a sense of adventure.
From an early age he has enjoyed hillwalking, at first on the back of a
parent and by the age of 5, aided by several packets of fruit pastilles
and singing show tunes, under his own steam. However, his
preparations have sometimes left a lot to be desired. On his first
ascent of Lochnagar, at the age of 12, it was discovered afterwards
that rather than have to return to his pal’s house – where he’d had a
sleepover the night before – he decided to just take all his goods and
chattels with him on the climb. Therefore, at the summit, when he
made to unpack his “extra layer” it was discovered he had lugged
with him his jim- jams and a copy of Lord of the Rings – not exactly
hillwalking essentials.
For this African trip, he has been slightly better prepared. He began
by undertaking lengthy walks with a heavily weighted rucksack – we
found a big rock and an anthology of English literature (two volumes)
were quite effective. Then he re-read the trek information and
discovered that some other poor soul will be carrying his rucksack for
him…still, all good fitness training none the less I’m sure.
And then there are the injections. A whole alphabet of diseases to be
warded off with a small fortune’s worth of pre-travel inoculations.
The fortnight in Ibiza was beginning to sound a lot more like a holiday.
At least the journey was uneventful. A trip to India two years ago was
thrown into question at the eleventh hour when his iPod touch,
containing all the necessary documents and information, fell out of his
pocket on a megabus from Edinburgh and became so firmly lodged
between the seats, the bus had to return to the depot, for the seat to
be removed and the iPod retrieved.
But, good on him. When I was his age, a day trip to Aberdeen was a
big deal (but then I did grow up in Buckie). This thirst for foreign
adventure has also helped reveal a touching side to his younger
brother. Having waved him away from the house last week, little bro
ran alongside the departing car.  In a seemingly touching display of
sibling affection, the car window was wound down for a last, fond
farewell, and the wee lad was heard shouting, “If you get eaten by a
bear, can I have your room?”



Investigating our historical past
Bill Johnston

Not very long after I retired I found myself working, as a very willing volunteer I hasten to
add, at Aberdeenshire Museum Service H.Q.’s which is located at Mintlaw Station. Because
of my interest in old photographs the first job I found myself engrossed in was the
identification and the cataloguing of an extremely large collection of old glass plate
photographic negatives. These glass negatives had belonged to Albert Bodie a well known
photographer from Banff who had died in 1990. This large collection had been donated to
Aberdeenshire Museum Services by his family.
Mr Bodie took over the Photographer’s business which had originally been run by a Mr
Alex. Rae and then later by a Mr G. Bremner, so many of the glass negatives were the result
of their work but of course they became the property of Albert Bodie. There are literally
thousands upon thousands of these old glass negatives and so, because of the vast quantity
involved, I’m permitted to turn my attention to other  duties as well.
Again because of my interest in old books, documents, etc., plus my interest in the ald Scots
tongue including of course our north-east Doric, I often get the fascinating job of working
amongst some very interesting antiquarian books. One such ancient leather-bound tomb has
been taking up much of my time during the past few months - it is a hand written record
entitled the “Rentall - Book of the Earle Marischalls Estate in Buchan” compiled in 1676.
This is proving to be a fascinating and a most interesting challenge. First and foremost  in
those days documents and records written in the Scots language, as opposed to Latin, were
done in the script known as the “Scots Secretary Hand”. Nevertheless after a few hours of
study and much ‘heid scrattin’ I am now beginning to make sense of this historically
important north-east manuscript. The Earl Marischal whose rent book this is was George
Keith, he was the 7th Earl Marsichal and held the post from 1671 till his death in 1694. He
owned land and property in both Aberdeenshire and in Banff-shire and this hand - written
book was a record of the rents his tenants paid him. These rents were not always or wholly
made in a financial way but more often, and especially in respect of farms and crofts, the
rent was paid in kind, that is in goods, stock and or service. For example the tenant of a
fairly large farm would have to pay nine bolls and one firlot of bear (barley) and ten bolls
two firlots of farm meal plus one Mert ( an ox or a cow fattened for slaughter), one Wedder
(a male sheep bred for fleece and mutton), one lamb, six capons, eight hens and one goose.
The tenant also had to supply to the Earl heating and cooking fuel namely a quantity of peat,
sometimes it would be a leet (a stack of a certain size) of peats, or  sometimes just half a leet.
In addition to these goods some tenants might have to pay a sum of money as well, this
money of course would have been in the old Scots currency, one pound Scots equalled 1s.
8d. sterling and one pound sterling equalled 12 pounds Scots.
Then also very often at the bottom of the page detailing the rent due would be the words
“harrage and carriage and other services” - ‘carriage’  is understandable but the word
‘harrage’ required a  bit of research and all I’ve been able to find out so far is that it means ‘a
feudal service of uncertain nature’? Not very enlightening I must say! Occasionally added to
that final requirement were the words “usit and wont”? A most unusual expression which
also required some research and this provided the meaning of ‘according to use and custom’!
Yes, how very true is that old saying which I often refer to - namely - “that we live in the
present - we look forward to the future - but we learn from the past”, I am certainly doing
that at Museum H.Q’s!
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I am writing this in the middle of the
summer holidays, surrounded by
adverts for activities to help the
children enjoy the time away
from school. It seems everyone
is encouraging us to give
children a chance to be
strengthened through sport, to
become more sociable playing
with others, to learn about the
world around them in so many
ways.
Whichever of these many options we
decide or can afford to pursue, we are
united in our passion to make sure our
children are able to grow up in a safe,
stimulating and loving environment
and that they can enjoy their holidays,
even if we are exhausted at the end of
it!
However, we have also been
bombarded with images of children in
war zones, of children starving and of
others working all day, every day, in
appalling conditions.
As a Fairtrade group in Formartine we
believe that we can and should change
our lifestyle to change the lives of these
children.  A good way to fight poverty
and child labour is to buy Fairtrade
products. As consumers, one of the
most direct and effective ways to help
end child labour is to exercise our
purchasing power wisely to ensure the
items we buy are produced ethically.
 “Fairtrade is working as hard as
possible to play an even more proactive
role towards the elimination of the
worst forms of child labour.
Fairtrade guarantees that through our
standards…. to secure both the

livelihoods of farmers and the
wellbeing of children.” (Fairtrade
foundation)

Fairtrade goods generally
cost a little more, but we feel
that this is a price worth
paying for the assurance of
justice in trading. We hope
you can join us to make a
difference for the sake of the
children.
Take the chance to view a

wide range of Fair trade crafts, cards,
gifts and food at Bonnyton Farmhouse ,
Pitmedden from the 5th-9th November
between 10am-10pm. You will be most
welcome.

Fairtrade - A Few Thoughts.
By Vicky Allan



· All year round, secure, sheltered, hard-standing storage.
· Floodlit dusk till dawn
· B.P. Gas light stockist
· Convenient owner access
· Owner resident on site
· CCTV surveillance
· Cassoa - Gold Award

Udny Caravan Storage

North Mains Roofing

· Slating, Tiling, Specialist in Lead work, Pointing
· Insurance work
· Roof Maintenance

Tel: Ian Scrivener – 07919893177

Email: northmainsroofing@hotmail.co.uk

North Mains Farm Shop
·

Open early till late
· Local and homegrown produce

· Marmalades and Jams
· Stockist for Ola Oils

· Firewood for sale
Website: www.udnycaravanstorage.co.uk

Email:info@udnycaravanstorage.co.uk
Tel 01651842345 / mob 07764274121
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With just a few weeks to go to the next Haddo Arts Festival an exciting line up
has been announced. Titled SHADES, events in the Hall include the opera
‘Macbeth’ by Verdi from Scottish Opera, stand up comedy from top TV comic Lee
Hurst, a jazz club night from Alison Burns Trio and Trio Red, classical music
from the Haddo House Choral & Operatic Society (featuring the beautiful Fauré
‘Requiem’ with their own soloists), an octet of players from the Royal Scottish
National Orchestra, a lunch time concert from the top Scottish instrumentalists

of the Hebrides Ensemble and a recital of romantic
piano music from world famous pianist Cristina
Ortiz, using the newly refurbished Steinway Grand
piano. The Festival also boasts a hilarious show for
children of all ages: ‘Lost Property’ from Tweedy
the Clown.

There are three events in the house this year: a talk
by Simon Welfare on the famous painting ‘Dinner
at Haddo House’ by Emslie (presently on exhibition
at the National Portrait gallery) with a short
recital afterwards from musicians from the North
East Scotland Music School; ‘A Fine Piece’ which is
a food fayre of North East produce with

entertainment from talented young harpist Emma Kirk; and an afternoon song
recital in the beautiful library from two young singers from the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland.

The Shades Exhibition will feature paintings by acclaimed Collieston artist Paul
Ritchie, there will be fascinating sound sculptures in and around the buildings
from Dr Ross Whyte, as well as an exhibition of beautiful photographs of Haddo
and its surroundings by Sally McPherson.

he Festival also features singing workshops from top vocal coach and TV
presenter Mary King, who is also generously donating her time to give lessons to
a few young singers from the area. Other workshops are for invited school
children with poet Dorothy Baird, activities in the country park with the rangers
and musical instrument discovery sessions from the RSNO.

This year the Festival is proud to be part of Homecoming Scotland, heightening
its profile and attracting visitors from further afield.

This year’s exciting line up has been made possible thanks to the generous
support of existing and new sponsors.  The Festival is delighted that BP are
again sponsoring print and design as well as supporting Scottish Opera, and

Lee Hurst;  at Haddo on
 Thursday 9 October 2014





TOTAL E&P UK Ltd are repeating their sponsorship of the musicians from the
RSNO and bus transport for school children attending the workshops.  Subsea7
are also repeating their sponsorship of the
Festival.  The Festival welcomes new
accommodation sponsors Thainstone House Hotel
and Meldrum Country House Hotel and is
delighted that the performance of Vaughan
William’s ‘Benedicite’ in the Opening Concert has
attracted support from the Vaughan Williams
Charitable Trust.

The Festival is grateful to the National Trust for
Scotland and the David & June Gordon Memorial
Trust for their support, which has enabled the
programme to be extended into the park in this
way.

Ticket prices have been kept low, with no booking fees and we are once again
offering exceptionally low priced concessionary tickets for under 26s.

To book tickets visit www.haddoartsfestival.org.uk.
Non booking enquiries can be made to 07501 598092.
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Pitmedden Playgroup in
Pitmedden Village Hall

From 2 years old

Monday - Friday 9.10am -
12.20pm

For more information contact
Katie Fyfe on

pitmeddenplaygroup@aol.co.uk
or 07713 914766

The RSNO will be at Haddo
on 12 October 2014



NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No Office(01651) 842006

Mobile 07710662559

IAN FRASER DECOR Ltd.
HOME DECOR SPECIALISTS Office

NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No 01651 842006
Fax No 01651 843151
Email mail@ian-fraser.com

REFLEXOLOGY
Reflexology can improve your health through

gentle pressure on your feet. Reflexology may
help back & neck pain, headaches, painful

joints, hormonal imbalances, stress, digestive
disorders etc. And bring about relaxation

REIKI
Great For Stress Relief

Rosemary Richardson
G.S.S.R., M.S.I.R., M.A.R.,

2, Craigdam Cottages, Tarves
Tel. 01651 851612

Day and evening home visits available

Dudwickmobilefootclinic
Working towards a healthier community

Do you suffer discomfort from…..

Callus

Corns

Athletes Foot

Ingrowing Toe Nails

Fungal Infection

Treatment in the comfort of your own home

Call Marguerite on 07814 768733
Evening and weekend calls available

Marguerite Connolly

(SAC) Dip Foot Health Practitioner

SRN, SCM, Dip Nurs(London),
BA(cancer nursing)
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Yes, it’s that time of year again when the wee beasties seem to appear in their thousands!

Most insect bites and stings cause short acting irritation and swelling and can usually be
successfully treated by keeping the area clean, using icepacks / cold compresses and antihistamine
sprays/ creams or tablets all readily available from most shops these days. Gone are the days of
vinegar / bicarbonate of soda that my mother used to use – I always got confused which one
should be used when!

Sometimes an actual sting may be visible in the skin and this should be removed, with care trying
not to release any further venom.

Allergic reactions are relatively rare and can be successfully treated, but if the swelling is severe, a
rash develops, or if there are any breathing or swallowing difficulties then medical advice should
always be urgently sought. Likewise, if the itching, swelling or pain persists over a few days then
again seek medical attention in case an infection is developing.

Prevention is always better than treatment! Flapping away at insects will only anger them, making
a sting more likely, so try to remain calm and quietly move away with as least noise and fuss as
possible. Insects are often drawn to bright colours and sweet foods – so especial care may be
needed on picnics and family outings.

There has been a significant rise in the number of
ticks in local areas over recent times – particularly in
areas where there have been sheep or cattle. Ticks are
wee arachnids which attach themselves onto you and
their bodies slowly grow as they fill with your blood
until they eventually fall off. Unfortunately they carry a
significant risk of a tick-borne disease called Lyme
Disease, so care is needed.

Keeping legs and feet covered when walking in rural
areas will help to reduce risk, but it is sensible to
check for ticks after being out in the countryside. Ticks should be carefully removed using
tweezers, (or tick removers are available from most chemists) – holding firmly and steadily and
slowly pulling the tick out. Do not twist or jerk when pulling as this will result in part of the tick

remaining in the skin. If any flu-like
symptoms develop over the next few days
then medical advice should be sought to
ensure checks for Lyme Disease and
treatment for this is available.

The infamous midgie has ruined many a
bonnie walk for me and I wish I had an
answer to these! My father used to keep
them away effectively with his pipe – but I
think the health hazards linked to pipe
smoking are worse than any caused by
midgies! Once more avoidance seems the
best option to me!

An adult tick engorged after feeding

A tick before feeding.



Ellon: 01358 789739
Abdn: 01224 566450
www.kfwatsonelectrical.co.uk

K.F. Watson Electrical
Free Estimates

Prompt Reliable
Electrician Service

All Electrical Work
Undertaken from a
Socket to a Rewire.

Youth Cafe
Youth Café on Kirk Kitchen Menu

Did you know there is a Youth café open from 7 till 9pm on Saturday evenings
during school term time in Pitmedden Kirk kitchen? The aim is to provide a warm,
safe place for young folk (approx. 11-18 years) to meet up, play pool, table football
and other games or to try out arts and crafts or just to chat. A variety of snacks are
on offer. All volunteers are checked through Disclosure Scotland.

The Big Breakfast generously provides funding for this venture. Why not come along
and see what goes on! For more information, contact;

Anne and George Brown 843633
Allan and Andrene Glen 842668 or

Fiona Entwistle 842412.
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35Pitmedden Bowling Club.
At the National Bowling Championships at Ayr.

The Bowling Club has had unparalleled success in the Bowls Scotland District 3
competitions and won representation in 2 competitions. The National Scottish Bowling
finals are held annually in Ayr and we were represented there in the Open Pairs
competition as well as the Senior Singles.
Mike Mennie and George Walker (standing in for Geoff Allan) won the first game
convincingly against a strong pair from Boghead B.C. and then went head to head with
Commonwealth gold medallist Paul Foster.  They put up a great show of accurate bowling
but were second best to an outstanding exhibition from the Scottish International.
Ian Fraser got to the semi final and a bronze medal after 3 days of bowling lasting 9hrs in
total.  Again it was a great show of superb bowling but had to take second best against the
indoor and outdoor champion from St. Monnans B.C.
It was a great experience for the 3 of them and they came away with their heads held high,
having played well against the best in Scotland.
We are all immensely proud of the guys and salute their efforts to return to Pitmedden
with a ‘Scottish’ title under their belts.

Ross Mackay
Past President




