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  UDNY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 Minutes of meeting held on the 21st August 2014 in Udny Green Primary School. 

 
Present: George Bruce, Brian McDougall, Bob Bamlett, Garth Entwistle, Colin Duncan, 

Michelle Baguley, George Duncan, Peter McAllister, Bill Shewan, 
 

 

Also Present: Mike Purdie (Police Scotland) Cllr Allan Hendry & Cllr P Johnston.  

Apologies: Cllr Jim Gifford, David Murray, Susan Drummond, Andrew McMenemie, Matt 
Kaye, & Cllr C Shand.  
 

 

Minutes: 
 
 

The minutes from the 19th June 2014 meeting were approved by Garth Entwistle and 
seconded by Bob Bamlett.  
 
 

 

Scottish Police 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local 
Development Plan 

Mike Purdie of Police Scotland attended the meeting and stated that Udny remained 
a safe place to live with little reported crime. An issue regarding HGVs driving in 
convoy along the B999 and through our villages was raised as their driving style was 
very intimidating. The issue of untaxed cars was raised again especially in the Public 
car park opposite Pitmedden Church. The final issue was that of a large lorry parking 
near Greenbrae cottages causing difficulties for residents. Mike agreed to take away 
these issues and report back. 
UPDATE – The following update has been received from Mike Purdie:- 
Regarding the issue of Jamieson lorries, I spoke to their transport manager yesterday.  I was 
advised that the lorries are all limited to under 60 mph and due to restrictions placed on them 
by Aberdeenshire council, there are certain roads they should use and should not use. He said 
he will advise the drivers of the issue though. 
I also made enquiry into the car park in Pitmedden in which vehicles were parked without a 
tax disc. I discovered that the particular van mentioned was indeed taxed however it not 
displaying it due to it being lost/stolen. Of course after 30 September there is no need to 
display a tax disc. However, the owner was in the process of replacing the disc. I will keep an 
eye on it in future. 
Lastly, a complaint was made of a large lorry parking near Greenbrae cottages. I was in the 
area a couple of times that weekend but did not see any such lorry. I will continue to look for 
same and if there is an issue I believe it could be dealt with through the company's operator's 
licence. 
 
 
A discussion took place on the Main Issues Report and it was noted that this was not 
an opportunity to re-open discussion on the LDP but to comment on Scottish 
Planning Policy advice we are expected to follow in respect to the Spatial 
Framework for wind energy development, and heat networks. 

 

   
Udny Green 
Development 
 
 

It was noted that Full Planning Permission for Erection of 12 No. Dwelling houses at 
Site to the South East Of Udny Green School, Udny, Ellon was refused by the 
Planning authority with the following explanation:-  
That the proposed development complies with Policy 5 Housing land supply, SG 
Housing1: Housing land allocations 2007-2016, Policy 8: Layout, siting and design 
of new development and SG LSD2: Layout, siting and design of new development 
contained in the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012. 
It was stated that Planning permission for modifications to the Dr Spence Hall in 
Udny Green had been submitted to the Planning Authority following public 
consultations. The meeting was informed that a considerable amount of money 
would need to be raised and that they would be considering many funders such as the 
Big Lottery, Leader and Climate challenge fund. A lot of local initiatives could be 
started to increase the awareness of the local energy challenge especially by holding 
local lectures on carbon change and increasing the effectiveness of waste 
management. A paper was produced which shows more detail of these activities and 
how to achieving funding and this is appended to these minutes. 
It was also noted that the building site at the “Smiddy” was very overgrown and in 
need of maintenance. 
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Land for 
Community Hall 

At the last meeting a discussion took place regarding a Local Development Plan 
proposal to remove the EH1 site and therefore put the proposed hall site in jeopardy. 
The meeting was therefore surprised to note that a planning application had gone in 
for this site where a developer is asking to build 18 dwelling houses which means 
that the land for a new Udny Hall may be available once again. This planning 
application will be discussed later on the agenda.  

 

   
Community 
Turbine 

A quieter spell of weather with low wind speeds has resulted in a smaller output from 
the turbine over the past few months but this is not causing concern as we have seen 
these quiet spells in previous years and targets have still been met. The Turbine 
project has had many university students looking/investigating our processes and 
another student is scheduled to visit in early September. They have also indicated 
that they would also like to speak with the people who may have been affected by the 
turbine. 
 

 

Community Trust Eleanor Morris, the Trusts Development officer, is in the process of setting up and 
event in Pitmedden called “UP BEAT in UDNY” and this is scheduled for the 10th 
September from 2-4pm in the village hall. The main aim of this event is to tell people 
what is available for them in the community and the following organisations will be 
in attendance:- Gordon Rural Action; Ellon & District Mens Shed; Care and Repair; 
NE Scotland Credit Union; RVS; Garioch Community Kitchen; Volunteer Centre 
and SCARF. 
 

 
 
 

   
Paths Project The paths group have had some follow up meetings to prioritise their work and have 

decided that the Fisher Walk would be a good starting point. They are currently 
assessing what resources they require so that they can make a start. The project 
leader will give us an update next month. 

 

   
   
Pharmacy The meeting was advised that the court case is due to be heard in the Court of 

Session in Edinburgh on the 24th and 25th April 2014. Feedback from this will be 
shared with the CC when available. (NHS Grampian has been contacted and has 
confirmed that, to date, no decision has been made.) 
 

 

Udny Green 
School 
 

No further update until a budget can be found to pay for the repairs. 
 
 
 

 

Verges   As this work was still outstanding, Allan Hendry has agreed to investigate once 
again. 
Apart from these verge issues it was noted that the floral displays in Pitmedden were 
looking very nice and it is a credit to the people involved especially Bob Bamlett. 
 

 

Planning 
Applications 
 
 
 
Developer 
Obligation Funds 
 
 
 
Pitmedden Park 

 
Art in the 
Community 
 
 

After discussion it was decided that only application APP/2014/2886 merited a 
meeting of the planning subcommittee. Brian would arrange this for 28th August 
starting at 8pm in the UCT office in Oldmeldrum Road to which all members of the 
CC are invited. 

A new copy of these funds was obtained from the elected members but it was 
stressed that all values should be checked to ensure that the money has not already 
been allocated. Brian agreed to contact the Area Manager and obtain a list which 
clarifies the situation. 

The meeting was informed that the council have agreed with the terms and 
conditions of the lease and this should be formally signed off in the near future 

Ongoing – New owner to be sought. 
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Public Access 
Register 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AOCB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The new electronic planning process was discussed where it was confirmed that 
community councils will continue to get weekly lists from Aberdeenshire Council 
which shows all of the new applications in our Parish. 

One important point was brought to our notice and that was that we had to respond to 
the planning authority in a very tight timescale if we wanted to comment on any 
particular application. This means a change of practice for the CC and therefore 
community councillors who look at the “weekly list” and spot an application which 
would merit further discussion should immediately inform the secretary so that he 
can contact the planning officer and get the response time extended and in addition 
set up a planning subcommittee meeting. 

• It was noted that the weather forecasts on the Aberdeenshire Council website 
were no longer very accurate. Last year the forecasts were more detailed and 
exact whereas the current ones are very general. A letter will be written to 
Stephen Archer to ask why there has been a decline in this service.(ongoing) 

• It was noted that a bin at the Laurel Cottages bus stop would be very beneficial 
and help stop litter in the village. It was also noted that the gully’s at the 
entrance to Hillside are choked and in the need of cleaning. 

• Road safety:-  

It was noted that the signs as you enter the village are not visible and the bushes 
needs cut back.  Brian to ask when the next traffic review will take place in 
Pitmedden with the view to applying for a survey to the 30MPH limit. 

Next meeting Please note that the next meeting will take place on the 18th 

September 2014 at Pitmedden Primary School starting at 
7.30pm. 

 

Briefing Note for Udny Community Trust Garth Entwistle 25/08/14 

Local Energy Challenge -a £20m challenge fund just launched by the Scottish 
Government 

(1) The Scottsh Government launched last week (21/08/14) the local Energy Challenge Fund - 
www.localenergvscotland.org/challenge to demonstrate the value and benefit of local low- 
carbon energy economies. 

(2) The launch of this fund coincides with the launch of the Scottish Government's consultation 
paper "Community Energy Policy Statement" which I - as Gilmorton Rural Development - 
contributed to. www.scotland.gov.uk/publications/2014/08/1223/downloads 

(3) The Challenge Fund offers £20m to support large-scale, local, low-carbon demonstrator projects which links 
local energy generation to local energy use. Cutting edge projects willb e supported which lead the way in 
transforming how Scottish communities interact with their energy supply & demand. 

(4) Interested parties are invited to submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) in a Phase 1 Development Fund by 
10th October 2014. 



Issue 1 

4 
 

(5) Phase 1 Development funding will provide from 1st November a grant of upto £30,000 to develop a full project 
proposal, complete early feasibility work and prepare for Phase2. 

(6) Phase 2 Challenge Funding will be a minimum of fl.Om up to £6.Om maximum per project due to the 
ambition to create transformational projects. All funds to be spent in 2015/16. 

(7) Scheme Objectives: 
• Linking local energy demand with local renewable energy generation 
• Overcoming barriers relating to grid capacity issues 
• Applying energy storage and active network management 
• Delivering renewable heat and electricity to local consumers 
• Encouraging local finance solutions 

(8) Gilmorton Rural Development (Garth Entwistle) - working with the James Mutton Institute • 
has just submitted a report on Local Energy Economics, used in the Scottish Government 
consultation paper, showing how communities can benefit from : 

• Local consumption of locally generated electricity 
• Local financing of local energy projects 

(9) The Udny Community Trust are encouraged to think about submitting an EOI in this 
Challenge Fund and develop partnerships within the electricity supply industry to support 
this application. 

 
(10)The Udny Turbine Co. has, several times, discussed both internally and with Smartest Energy, our current buyer 

of electricity generated, the possibility of supplying renewable electricity from the turbine to local 
consumers. Without your own bespoke distribution system, this is a difficult challenge but something 
regularly achieved in places like Germany. 

(ll)The Halton Lune Hydro Scheme near Lancaster shows how such practice can provide the generator with 
significant price premiums as well as provide savings in energy costs to the consumer. Halton Lune can do this 
with a private wire to one consumer- a local housing association. The Udny project would show how this can 
be done using the established distribution system. 

(12)Possible partners include: 
• Udny PPA - Smartest Energy / EOF Energy / NEAS Energy 
• National Trust - Wales - Keith Jones - actively searching for solutions for the (25) 

generation sites he manages 
• Dr Mary Gillie, Senior Consultant Engineer, working to develop new local energy 

market models. 

(13)Udny Community Trust is invited to consider supporting an EOI in this Challenge Fund and develop 
partnerships which support a successful Challenge Fund application using Udny as a demonstrator project. 

 


