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2 DIRECTORY OF RESOURCES AROUND UDNY
LOCAL SERVICES
Church Minister. Rev Gillean McLean 843794
Dog Warden 01467 628195
First Responders Jim Young 843021
Haddo Medical Group 843468
Health Visitor  Julie, Jennie, Muriel 843934
Meldrum School Nurse  Debbie Smith 871311 (term time only)
NHS 24  111
Pitmedden Primary School Janet Hill 842374
Pitmedden Village Hall Diane Hopkinson 843285
Udny Green Hall Bill Shewan 842346
Udny Green Primary School Susan Hogg 842376
LOCAL CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Boy’s Brigade 1st Udny Andy Burslem 842092
Brownies 1st Udny Mhari / Laura                07779639367 / 07701050267
Formartine Sports Dev’ment Colin Grant 843222
Good Companions Club Joey Sleigh 851256
Guides Jillian Wood 843075
Mainly Music Fiona Entwhistle 842412
Pitmedden Playgroup Katie Fyfe 0771 391 4766
Parent, Toddler & Baby Group  Jackie Botha 0799 941 1817
Rainbows 1st Udny Fiona Bramald  842568
Satori Martial Arts David Mutch 0756 8595654
Udny Tennis Club Angie Turnbull 842803
Udny Community Trust Co. Eleanor Morris 843776 / 0743 681 1759
Youth café Anne and George 843633
LOCAL SHOPS and BUSINESSES
Aberdeenshire Larder Food Suppliers 01358 727850
Bodywork Repair Derek & Janice Ritchie 843120 / 0771 437 5770
Caravan Storage Charles Black 842345
Child minding Julie McIntosh 843356 / 0798 036 5858
Chiropodist Douglas Leal 01358 742620
Creation Station Ruth Morris 0844 824 4525
Foot Care Specialist Marguerite 07814 768733
Eat on the Green Craig Wilson 842337
Electrical Contractor K.F. Watson 07713 979837 / 01358 789739
ElmaEvents Elma Robertson 0783 150 0681
Fraser Memorials Moira Stewart 01356 308008
Farm Shop Heather Black 842345
Garage CMB Autos 842362 / 0778 713 1853
Heavy Plant Paul Monaghan (Sheltie) 843306 / 0777 406 2111
Joinery Service Ed Grant 0778 676 6433
Linsmohr Hotel Claire Tawse 842214
North Mains Roofing Ian Scrivener 0791 989 3177
Painter/Decorator Ian Fraser 842006
Plumbing Russell Grant 842332/0772 044 4718
Post Office Jonny & Ali Aspden 842253
PUT Printing Catriona McIntyre 842338
Reflexology Rosemary Richardson 851612
Ythanview Hotel  806235
Wm Massie Funeral Directors Maureen Richardson 851205
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The Pharmacy Result. Democracy or What?

Last year the Scottish Government introduced updated regulations
following their Consultation on the Control of Entry Arrangements and
Dispensing GP Practices. It was hoped that this legislation would bring a
better form of protection for Rural Dispensing GP Practices and avoid any
further reduction in these services locally. Unfortunately this has not been
the result and as most of you will know the 3 communities of Tarves,
Methlick and Udny are back to the situation where there is likely to be a
reduction in the services currently provided by our GPs.

Instead of seeing a more professional form of working together for the
good of the patients in this area, we instead have seen NHS Grampian
taken to court by way of a judicial review sought by Tarves Pharmacy.
Yet again patients are left in the dark as to how long they are going to be
able to continue to collect their prescriptions at the time and place that
they are prescribed by their GP.

There are towns and villages in Aberdeenshire that have both a Pharmacy
and a dispensing GP and this appears to be acceptable to the Pharmacy
owners and NHS Grampian (NHSG) are not taken to court; - patients are
put first in these areas.

If NHSG Board implements the recommendation of their review group,
there are patients of Dispensing doctors in villages across Grampian who
will now be at risk of losing dispensing as a direct result of the
aforementioned court case and subsequent decision by NHSG Board. Udny
Station being the nearest that might see patients who arrive by car having
to travel to a Pharmacy to get their medicine; - the nearest being at
Newmachar.

It is difficult to see a health benefit in unwell patients having to make
unnecessary journeys after they have seen their GP, although those
individuals who stand to benefit financially from the increased business
from outwith their neighbourhood would probably see this as a bonus.

The political system in Scotland appears to have failed to protect the
services that the three villages had for many years.





Udny Good Companions Club

The 46th Christmas Lunch was once again a great success.  45 members and guests
sat down to a lovely meal by Food Affair, Inverurie.  Dennis and Mary provided the
afternoon's entertainment with Scottish music and songs finishing off with some
Christmas carols and poems.
After tea and Christmas cake everyone received a Christmas parcel before going home
about 5pm.

Future meetings - 18th March - Newburgh WRI
                          15th April - Deborah Leslie
                         20th May - Fiona G

If you require any further information about the Club, please contact the Club
President Mrs Joey Sleigh on 851256

PITMEDDEN
BOWLING CLUB

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TO BE HELD IN CLUBHOUSE
 ON

MONDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 7.30PM

New Members Welcome
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Fit for Friday:

U
dny C

om
m

unity Trust C
o. Ltd is w

orking in partnership
w

ith R
oyal V

oluntary Service (R
V

S)to establish a new
Pitm

edden and U
dny chair based exercise group. This

is a new
 class starting in February in Pitm

edden H
all.

A
s w

ell as attending the class itself there is an
opportunity for people to get involved as volunteers.

V
olunteers w

ill set up the hall for the class, w
elcom

e participants,
serve refreshm

ents and be on hand to chat w
ith the group before and

after class.
The class w

ill run w
eekly during term

-tim
e on a Friday m

orning.
V

olunteers w
ould be needed betw

een 9:30am
 and 11:30am

. V
olunteers

w
ould be asked to be available to help at least once a m

onth.
V

olunteers w
ill not only be supported by

R
V

S but the w
hole project w

ill be
actively supported by U

dny C
om

m
unity

Trust  C
o. Ltd w

ith access to enhanced
training opportunities.
In addition if you w

ish to com
e to the

class and take part but need transport to
get to Pitm

edden H
all R

V
S m

ay be able
to help by arranging a lift w

ith a local
volunteer driver.
To find out m

ore you can contact R
V

S
on: 01467 626012 or U

dny C
om

m
unity

Trust on: 01651 843776



Udny & Pitmedden Kirk
Service Pattern for March  –  May 2015

Mar 1st Udny Green 10am
 6th Pitmedden 7pm  World Day of Prayer (Guild)
 8th Pitmedden 10am
 15th Pitmedden 10am Mothering Sunday
 22nd Pitmedden 10am
 29th Pitmedden 10am Palm Sunday (Walk from Udny 9am)

Apr 2nd Pitmedden 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Communion
 3rd Udny Green 7.30pm Good Friday
 5th  Udny Green 10am Easter Sunday (Hats and Ties)
 12th Pitmedden 10am
 19th Pitmedden 10am
 26th Pitmedden 10am Communion
  Udny Green 6.30pm Communion

May3rd Udny Green 10am
 10th Pitmedden 10am
 17th Pitmedden 10am
 24th Pitmedden 10am  Pentecost
 31st Pitmedden 10am

1st Udny Green Boys’ Brigade

PANCAKE MORNING
SATURDAY MARCH 28 2015,

10:00 to 12:00

UDNY GREEN HALL
The officers and Boys warmly invite you, your family and friends to our
annual fundraiser with freshly made pancakes, tea and coffee.

We also have Baking and Book stalls and a Raffle.
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· All year round, secure, sheltered, hard-standing storage.
· Floodlit dusk till dawn
· B.P. Gas light stockist
· Convenient owner access
· Owner resident on site
· CCTV surveillance
· Cassoa - Gold Award

Udny Caravan Storage

North Mains Roofing

· Slating, Tiling, Specialist in Lead work, Pointing
· Insurance work
· Roof Maintenance

Tel: Ian Scrivener – 07919893177

Email: northmainsroofing@hotmail.co.uk

North Mains Farm Shop
·

Open early till late
· Local and homegrown produce

· Marmalades and Jams
· Stockist for Ola Oils

· Firewood for sale
Website: www.udnycaravanstorage.co.uk

Email:info@udnycaravanstorage.co.uk
Tel 01651842345 / mob 07764274121



By Jeannie Price
In my early days as a cub reporter for my local rag, I was always on the look- out for
the opportunity to bag a scoop. Well at the risk of putting my foot in it, I am about
to sound forth regarding a scoop of a very different kind – the infamous poop and
scoop, bag and bin it variety.
As a dog owner, I make a point of never leaving the house without a pocketful of
dog treats and a roll of doggie doo doo bags – nappy sacks make a cheap, perfumed
alternative - so I cannot for the life of me understand, with all that has been
documented about the disease carried by dog faeces, why dog owners in our locality
persist in being too bone idle and irresponsible to pick up after their pets.
I can almost guarantee our pooch will perform at the furthest away point from a bin
resulting in my having to sashay the rest of the route with a natty placcie bag held
aloft but rather that than incurring the wrath of fellow walkers.
The stretch of gravel footpath between the village school and the cemetery in Udny
Green is literally a dumping ground which, with bins at either end, is ridiculous.
There are ample signs around the green and unless one has been under a stone in
recent times, it is impossible to not be aware that failing to clean up after your canine
is against the law and liable to a fine.
Dog owners often get a bad press. I believe the majority are responsible enough to
pick up after their animals but those who don’t give the rest of us a bad name.
We are fortunate to live in a beautiful part of the world with lovely dog friendly
walks on our doorstep. For dog’s sake, help keep it that way.
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Oldmeldrum Road,  Pitmedden,  AB41 7NY
Tel 01651 842214

Email : enquiries@linsmohrhotel.co.uk

Lunches & Evening Meals served daily.
Mon to Thu   12pm to 2pm  &  5pm to 9pm
Fri to Sat  12pm to 2pm  &  5pm to 9.30pm

Sunday 12pm to 8.30pm

Does your organisation need printing services
from time to time?

Be it posters, fliers, booklets, PUT Community
Cooperative may be able to help.

In association with Pitmedden News and the Community Trust we
now have a professional quality printer which we can offer as a
service to community and charitable groups.

We can print up to A3
We can print booklets (like this one)
We can print duplex
We can print colour

Prices;
1 pence per side  black and white
7.5 pence per side colour
Supply your own paper or buy it at cost
from PUT

Contact Catriona.
Catriona@millofallathan.co.uk, or 842338
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Countra Clatter by Bill Johnston

Romance isna deid!
Weel weel an, n foo's aa mi freens e day?
For  mony ‘eers noo A’ve keepit a daily record o the wither n of coorse pairt o that is ti
tak note o the amount o rain aat faa’s ilka day. Noo e total amount o rain aat fell in 2014
cam til one thoosan one hunner n twinty nine millimetres (jist a fraction ower 45 inches) n
es made 2014 e third weetist 'eer aat A've recorded in e past saxteen 'eers.
Bit asweel as bein a weet 'eer 2014 wis appearandly a rale waarm ane. Fin A check back
throu mi records A see aat July wis e warmest month wi e highest temperature recorded
for e 'eer on e 25th July fin it reached 25.5 Degrees C in e shade n 30 Degrees C oot in e
sun! Ay, A myn it weel, A wis fair puggled!
So here w are rummlin throu anither 'eer, 2015, only a twa three hunner shoppin days left
afore Christmas! Thocht aat wid cheer ye aa up!? Whit a palaver shoppin is nooadays
espeesully afore Christmas - I jist dinna ken, bit it wid appear aat some fowk ging a bittie
feel fin Christmas cams roon? Wiv noo got fit's caaed Black Friday, it wid appear aat if ye
like playin rugby, in e scrum, then ye wid fair enjoy takin pairt in es shoppin event! Barge
in wi elbicks n fists fleein, ower e tap o onybidy n aabidy in yer wey,  jist ti buy sumthin
ye probably dinna need!  Then efter the collieshangie o Black Friday cam Cyber Monday!
Fit the elephant is Cyber Monday A hear ye speir? Weel it wid appear aat if ye hidna bin
able ti tak pairt in e feesickle shoppin event o Black Friday ye cud waste yer time sittin in
front o yer computer again tryin ti buy sumthin aat ye dinna really need! Maybe nae sae
feesickle bit e mintal frustration maun be gey hard ti pit up wi espeeshully efter sittin for
'oors jist ti be telt the thing ye wis wintin wis selt oot! Aa es funcy-named shoppin days
are thocht  oot n are jist ploys ti mak rich fowk richer n peer fowk peerer!
Its said aat there's nae a bigger feel than an aul feel! Noo jist afore A gang ony farrer, ti let
ye aa unnerstan A'm nae admittin aat A'm aal, bit eyven lads as young as me wull, noo n
than, tak a bittie o a feel turn!? Ye see the ither wik here jist afore Christmas they waur
advertisin on e TV some o the  films aat cud be seen in oor local cinemas ower e festive
season. There wis ane aat wis bein advertised n A jist said in a vokie kin o a wey aat A
widna min seein aat picter!
Nae maitter, wi e Christmas n e New ‘eer festivities aa by wi, n oor Sin, fa wis still here
on holiday, alang wi oor Dother, said til e Wife n me fit aboot gyaun til e picters? So e
ither day here aff wi gid intil e Beach far w went intil the faamous Inversnecky Café for
wir denner - michty aat fair brocht back memories til e Wife n me becis es wis far, like
lots o fowk o oor generation, w did a lot o oor coortin mony, mony, mony 'eers ago. Ay, it
wis amazin foo w managed ti mak ae cuppie o coffee laist for mair than an ‘oor as w sat n
lookit oot at e sea - or wis it intil each ithers een? Ye canna say aat romance is deid can
ye?? Nae maitter wi aa hid a gran denner then aff w set til e picters, intil e Cineworld far
Bill junior got e tickets. Fit wis e picter he teuk us til? Paddington Bear of coorse!
Naethin like an aal feel? Ay yer richt, bit ye ken A fair enjoyed the wee story - in fac w aa
hid a richt gweed lach. Onybidy like a marmalade sandwich?



Pitmedden Playgroup in
Pitmedden Village Hall

From 2 years old

Monday - Friday 9.10am -
12.20pm

For more information contact
Katie Fyfe on

pitmeddenplaygroup@aol.co.uk
or 07713 914766

www.elma-events.co.uk 07831 500681

ZUMBA
Zumba continues at Pitmedden School on Mondays from 7pm to 8pm.

No booking required. Zumba is a dance fitness class for all ages and fitness.
POWERHOOP Class.

Powerhoop is on Mondays from 8.00pm/8.45pm
This class must be booked. This is a 6 week block class. New Hoopers welcome.

What can I expect from using a Powerhoop?
Training with a Powerhoop gives you a firmer waistline (stronger core muscles in

the abdomen and back), and strengthens muscles in the hips, buttocks and legs.
It also improves your condition, posture and balance, and burns fat.

Contact: Elma 07831 500681 elmagetinline@btinternet.com
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Udny Green Hall Update

An application for funding from the Climate Challenge Fund made in December,
which was to enable the insulation of both the main and back hall of the Dr
Spencer Memorial Hall in Udny Green, was unsuccessful.
The outcome of a re-application is expected to be known in March.
George Bruce, chairman of the Hall Committee said: ”We still have to raise
substantial sums to complete the works that are planned.  The Community
Turbine Trust) is generously supporting the project as well.”

1st Udny
Hello all,
We have had a busy winter term. We had a lovely trip to Inverurie to see the pantomime. We
had great fun and really enjoyed it.
One of our girls came runner up in a Christmas card competition run by our MSP Alison
McInnes. We are all very proud of her!
We are working on a few badges at the moment- the Brownie Traditions and World Cultures
badge. We are also looking forward to getting outside in the lighter nights and enjoying the
outdoors.
We are very busy with 26 Brownies at the moment. It's great fun but we are always looking
for adult volunteers. If you are interested in helping, however often you are able, then please
get in touch!
Likewise if you have any skills you would like to share then please get in touch.

Mhari and Laura
udnybrownies@hotmail.co.uk

Youth Cafe
Youth Café on Kirk Kitchen Menu

Did you know there is a Youth café open from 7 till 9pm on Saturday evenings
during school term time in Pitmedden Kirk kitchen? The aim is to provide a warm,
safe place for young folk (approx. 11-18 years) to meet up, play pool, table football
and other games or to try out arts and crafts or just to chat. A variety of snacks are
on offer. All volunteers are checked through Disclosure Scotland.

The Big Breakfast generously provides funding for this venture. Why not come along
and see what goes on! For more information, contact;

Anne and George Brown 843633
Allan and Andrene Glen 842668 or

Fiona Entwistle 842412.



14



s it a old or lu?

I
 had to giggle last week when, wandering around the supermarket, I
overheard the following: “I’m fed up! He says he’s got flu – but it’s only a
cold! I had it last week and just got on with it!” Not much tender loving care

there then!   However, the flu season is now in full swing and I was recently asked
how to tell the difference – so thought the following might be helpful for all.
Cold Symptoms
Rarely associated with a fever
Sore throat – usually goes away after a couple of days
Runny nose – initially watery, but may lead to thick congestion, which can last for
up to a week.
Irritating cough
If symptoms are not improving after a week then seek medical advice.
Flu Symptoms
Fever
Sore throat and runny nose
Painful joints,  muscles and head often pain around eyes
Dry cough
Feeling of weakness
May also get an upset tummy
Flu symptoms usually last for 3 – 4 days, but a cough and tiredness can last for a
few weeks afterwards. In some people flu can lead to further health problems, so
always seek medical advice if you are concerned.
Prevention is always better than cure! For those particularly at risk of flu, flu
vaccines are available and these are very effective – but remember that there are
many different types or strains of flu and not all are covered in such vaccines.
Good hygiene – hand washing ALWAYS helps to stop infection spread.
I’m always amazed how many don’t seem to think about blowing their noses. It
sounds basic, but regular nose blowing, rather than sniffing, helps to clear
congestion and makes you feel better. Hankies are always better than sleeves –
and can be safely disposed of, again helping to reduce infection spread.
Hot drinks help too by soothing and reducing congestion and preventing
dehydration. Sore throats may be helped by gargling – try some warm salty water.
Steam also helps as it moisturises and relaxes.
Don’t be a hero! Rest gives your body chance to fight the infection and remember
too that the first few days are when the bugs are most easily shared, so staying at
home helps others too.
Both colds and flu are caused by viruses, so antibiotics won’t help, but most
symptoms can be helped by readily available pain relief and decongestants – but
remember to read the instructions carefully and not “overuse”, as research shows
that using decongestants too much may actually make things worse.
Finally, I remember being told this as a student nurse: the difference between a
cold and flu is this – you see £10 lying on the floor and you want it – if you have a
cold you can get it; if you have flu you can’t!
Debbie Smith, School Nurse, Meldrum Academy and feeder Primaries.
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New free music download service
Aberdeenshire Libraries now provides free access to music online for members to enjoy.
Freegal is a digital music service which includes over seven million songs from over
28,000 labels including the Sony Music catalogue.

The new service allows library members to download three music tracks or one music
video every week to keep in their collection forever. In addition they can stream 3 hours
of music every day. All free of charge.

There is music for everyone to enjoy including classical, pop, jazz, folk, rock and also
includes music from the latest UK charts.

Any resident over the age of 12 can get access to the Library’s Freegal service. All that is
needed is library membership and internet access. Just login at
http://aberdeenshireuk.freegalmusic.com/index using your library card and pin numbers.
Not a member?  Join at your nearest branch library to get access.

Alison Bruce

About The Philosophy Cafe, Aberdeenshire
What is The Philosophy Cafe?
It’s a charitable organisation working in partnership with Aberdeenshire Libraries
and Aberdeen University, bringing academics to local Aberdeenshire settings.

Wed 18th Feb at 2pm Westhill Library What makes us happy?
Wed 18th Mar at 7pm Kintore Library Science and the paranormal
Wed 15th Apr at 7pm Inverurie Library The ethics of Frankenstein
Wed 20th May at 7pm Alford Library Medical Ethics
Thurs 4th June at 2pm Turriff Library Crime and Punishment
Wed 17th June at 7pm Ellon Library Read all about it: media ethics.

The cafes have been running for more than three years and have attracted a mix
of people interested in vibrant street level discussion on issues of the day.  The
cafes are open to anyone in the community, no philosophy training is required,
real life experience is desired.
Discussion take place in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere designed to
encourage debate, exploration of ideas and the promotion of critical thinking
about society’s challenges
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If you’re one of those wealthy folk out there buying e-books, magazines,
 which you can’t lend or swap with your friends once read, type

“app.overdrive.com” into your device’s browser and have a quiet read at
what it offers.
Aberdeenshire’s digital library is at
“aberdeenshirelibraries.lib.overdrive.com“

Bob McIntyre.



View from the Manse
What is it about mountains that have many of us spellbound? I have nearly always
lived in Scotland..apart from just over a year in London and about 7 years in Wales
and so I appreciate the pull of mountains on us all. When I was living away from
home, the sight of the border hills always lifted my spirits and I passed that on to my
children who used to waken up in the back of the car as soon as we reached the Lake
District on the way north. During the time we lived on the island of Arran we had a
range of spectacular mountains on our doorstep that always took my breath away
every time I saw them.

Here in Aberdeenshire most of us can’t see mountains from our living room windows
but we know that a very short car journey will take us to the most spectacular of
mountain ranges. Some of us are not content with just looking at them we feel we
need to get out on to them and tramp about!

This year the organisation ‘Christian Aid’ celebrates its 70th anniversary and in this
special year they are asking their supporters to help them climb 70 of our highest hills.
These mountains are affectionately called Munros after Sir High Munro who listed all
those in Scotland over 3,000 feet and there are plenty to choose from.

Mountains have always been special places for people of faith. In our bibles,
particularly in the pages of our Old Testaments, we read often about people going up
hills to talk to God. Moses climbed the mountain of the Lord to receive the Ten
Commandments, many other prophets climbed to the heights to listen to what God
had to say to them. Those who take up the challenge with Christian Aid this year are
not expecting any messages in particular at the summit of each Munro but the very
act of trying to scale these magnificent hills may well symbolise the struggle of the last
70 years fight against poverty and injustice.

If you are a hill-walker you will know what I mean. Just as you think you are
reaching the summit, just as you feel that you haven’t the strength to go much further,
another turn in the path shows you that there is still some way to go but you have
come so far that it would be shameful to go back without reaching your goal. You
just know that the feeling of elation and the view from top will be a just reward!

Christian Aid will, I hope and pray, continue to work together with others, those of
all faiths and none to make the world a better place, to try to eradicate poverty and
injustice, fear and war. The summit seems to keep shifting and at times they must feel
that they will never get there but the view from the top will be unspeakably
magnificent and is a reward that all of humanity can share. Dust off your boots folks!

Your friend and minister

Gillean

17





19



Funeral Directors
Est 1945

All types of funerals arranged.
Compassionate and professional

service.
Offering support, reassurance and

guidance.
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral

plans available.

Duthie Road, Tarves.
Tel: 01651 851205

maureen@wdmassie.co.uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

Members of the National Association
of Funeral Directors

Ensure the Memory Lives Forever
Fraser Memorials Ltd

We are a family business supplying
high quality granite memorials, vases

and name plates.
We also carry out Additional Inscriptions
and Renovating Existing Stones on site

Contact us for a free quotation at:-
Unit 4, Brechin Industrial Estate,

Montrose Road, Brechin, DD9 7RU
Tel: 01356 308008 Fax: 01356 308003

Formerly Udny/Pitmedden
We might have moved but we still supply locally

Email – moira7@btinternet.com www.frasermemorials.co.uk

REFLEXOLOGY
Reflexology can improve your health through

gentle pressure on your feet. Reflexology may
help back & neck pain, headaches, painful

joints, hormonal imbalances, stress, digestive
disorders etc. And bring about relaxation

REIKI
Great For Stress Relief

Rosemary Richardson
G.S.S.R., M.S.I.R., M.A.R.,

2, Craigdam Cottages, Tarves
Tel. 01651 851612

Day and evening home visits available



Steve Baguley baggaz@gmail.com

The Udny Paths group was set up in mid 2014 to co-ordinate the development of the paths
network in the area. There’s a small steering group but also a number of people who have
offered to spend time on physical work as needed.

Walking is good for our physical and
mental health. If walking locally, it can
increase our knowledge of local history
and our connection with the landscape and
community.
Unfortunately a lot of our local paths are
poorly advertised or are threatened with
being lost due to neglect or limited access.
The photo to the left is from the ‘Drove
Road’ which goes from near the Coffee
Apothecary post office to near the
Formartine and Buchan Way.
The aims of the paths group are:
● To raise awareness of the existing paths
and walking routes in the area.
● To increase their accessibility to a wider
range of people.

In November the group organised a day of action to tackle the
overgrown vegetation on the ‘Fisher Walk’; a path that goes
west from Pitmedden Garden towards Tolquhon Castle and
Tarves. It was a cheerful family affair and much branch
clearing and soup eating was accomplished.
Unfortunately a culvert became blocked but Paul Monaghan
from PTM Plant Ltd. kindly gave his time for free to excavate
and clear it.
A major new source of funding becomes available from this
summer. Over the next few months we’ll be completing the
specification for the work on the Drove Road and negotiating
with tenants and landowners before submitting an application.
If you want to find out more or get involved then please get in
touch by email baggaz@gmail.com

Rusting rubbish on the Drove Road –
looking northwest towards Pitmedden.

Nicholas Booth taking
a well earned break on
the paths maintenance
day last November
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Pitmedden Festival Chorus
Come & Sing Day -
Handel’s Four Coronation Anthems

Saturday 30th May 2015
Pitmedden Public Hall

All day event, starting at 10am.

Concert performance at 6.30pm followed by bring-and-share refreshments.

Have you ever wanted to sing in a choir?

Then look no further - the Pitmedden Festival Chorus comes together once again for its 3rd

“Come and Sing” day on Saturday 30th May 2015 at Pitmedden Public Hall – everyone is

welcome, whether or not you have done anything like this before.

This year we will perform George Frideric Handel’s set of Four Coronation Anthems (Za-

dok the Priest, Let Thy Hand be Strengthened, The King Shall Rejoice, My Heart is Indit-

ing). These anthems were written for the coronation of George II of England and Queen

Caroline which took place on 11 October 1727.

Since their composition the four anthems have been very popular and regularly played in

concerts and coronations. No occasion could surely be grander than a coronation...well,

except the Pitmedden Come & Sing day perhaps?

Our day will once once again be directed by Conductor, Jen Bailey (those who have chil-

dren in our local primary schools will have heard tell of Mrs Bailey, their visiting Kodaly

Music Instructor) who will coach choir and orchestra towards its evening performance.

If you would like to find out more, book yourself a place to sing on the day, order your

tickets, ask a question, then please get in touch with Michelle Baguley.

Contact Michelle Baguley for more information:
pitmeddenmusic@gmail.com or 07803 725235

Concert Tickets: £5/£3 concessions (children under 12 free)

(available on the door or call to reserve)





Pitmedden Park Needs You
Are you a skater, a walker, a pupil, a parent, a teacher, a jogger, a dog-walker, a shopper,
a commuter?
If you are any or many of these you probably use or pass through or by Pitmedden Park
most days of the week.
Many residents will know, from past editions of Pitmedden News, how close the park was
to closing the gates in 2014.
Now residents of all ages and interests are invited to get involved in planning for the
future of the Park.

Pitmedden Park – the heart of the village?

The Park Trustees and committee would like to hear your ideas and if you want to be
actively involved now and in the future – you can.

How can you help?

- Come along to an event – the Park commit-
tee will be actively involved in events to talk
and listen to residents
- Offer your skills – if you have a little time to
help there is plenty to do from social media,
to fundraising or project management.

The next event will be about the skate park,
organised in partnership with the youth café on
Saturday 21st March at 7:30pm in Pitmedden
Church. Everyone welcome.

Without you these improvements won’t happen – please get in touch now!

The Park Trustees are:
Susan Burgess – Property Manager NTS Pitmedden Garden
Cllr. Paul Johnson –Aberdeenshire Council
David Murray – Chair, Udny Community Council



Udny Green School News Round Up
Musician and drummer Keith Bell will be joining UGS on World Book
Day, March 5th to help the children write, illustrate and create
accompanying music for a whole school book. Keith will be helping the
children learn about and use samba drums to create a rhythm to write
a story to.

The Fairtrade Community Café will be held on Friday March 6th – a
great way to come and support the school, blether with neighbours and
enjoy a cuppa and baking produced by the children.

The school’s Bunny Drive will take place on Friday March 27th – like a
Beetle Drive but with an Easter theme.

Celebrating our Volunteers
Saturday 6th June 2pm
Pitmedden Village Hall

We all know that without the time, effort and dedication of
volunteers many of the activities we enjoy in our community simply
would not happen.

So in Volunteers Week 2015 it is time to say thank you to our
volunteers of all ages and recognise their hard work.

You can nominate people who help make your group or activity
happen for a volunteering award. There are different awards for
different kinds of volunteering and different age groups.

To discuss how your group can get involved, including nominations

for an award please contact Udny Community Trust on: 01651 843776

To discuss volunteering awards contact the Volunteer Centre at

Aberdeenshire Voluntary Action on: 01467 626060
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KITCHENS . BATHROOMS . BOILER CHANGES

CENTRAL HEATING . FREE ESTIMATES

OIL BOILERS SERVICED AND COMMISSIONED

Tel
01651 842332

Mobile
07720444718

Chiropodist
Home Visits

Douglas Leal
Registered Chiropodist

Full Foot Treatment Available
in the Comfort of Your Own Home.

Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available

Tel.01358 742620
25, Denview Road,

Potterton
Surgery now available on certain days at

72 Hutcheon Street, Aberdeen, 01224639379

SATORI MARTIAL ARTS GRAMPIAN
Tuesday Nights, Pitmedden Hall

Pee-Wee (Under 8’s) 6:30 - 7:15
Juniors (Under 16’s) 7:15 - 8:15

Adults 8:30 - 9:30
First lesson free - just bring this notice

Adults - Why not try the Basic Self
Defence Course?

Dates to be arranged if enough
interest. Class would

be held 8:30 - 9:30 Tuesday Nights in
Pitmedden Hall.

For more information or to register
for the Self Defence

Classes - Call David Mutch on
0756 859 5654

Satori Martial Arts Grampian is a member
of Satori Scotland.

Registered with the Scottish Karate Board
Chief Instructor - Alistair McAlistair

All classes are supervised by a qualified
instructor



Home Energy Scotland
Home Energy Scotland is funded by the Energy Saving Trust provide free,
impartial advice to help you save energy and money and help fight climate
change.
Instead of buying all of your energy from suppliers, you can install renewable
technologies (also called micro generation and low-carbon technology) to
generate your own.  In some cases you can benefit from government funded
incentives. There are lots of good reasons to use renewable technologies. You
will be making use of secure, local resources, reducing your dependence on non-
renewable energy, helping to reduce the production of carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases and saving, or even earning money.
Home Energy Scotland can give you free, expert and impartial advice about
renewable technologies in your own
home. They can help by talking through
your options and by giving you advice on
what technology is most suitable for your
property and what funding is available,
how to apply and how it can be combined.
The Energy Saving Trust’s Green Homes
Network is also there to encourage people
to install renewable technologies. With
more than 850 homes on the Green
Homes Network, from traditional hard-to-
treat family homes, to beautifully
designed, sustainable eco-builds, there's
a real home example for you to explore
and visit, whatever technology or energy
efficiency improvement you’re interested
in. 97% of visitors would recommend this
service, with 84% of visitors encouraged
to install renewable systems.
Transport advice is also available to help
reduce driving costs.  Based on a mileage
of 12,000 miles per annum, you can make
savings of up to £250 by driving more
efficiently.
From renewable energy technologies to
simple energy efficiency measures, there
are many ways you can make your
property greener, and save money on
your energy bills.
Call now on 0808 808 2282

29



NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No Office(01651) 842006

Mobile 07710662559

IAN FRASER DECOR Ltd.
HOME DECOR SPECIALISTS Office

NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No 01651 842006
Fax No 01651 843151
Email mail@ian-fraser.com

Dudwickmobilefootclinic
Working towards a healthier community

Do you suffer discomfort from…..

Callus

Corns

Athletes Foot

Ingrowing Toe Nails

Fungal Infection

Treatment in the comfort of your own home

Call Marguerite on 07814 768733
Evening and weekend calls available

Marguerite Connolly

(SAC) Dip Foot Health Practitioner

SRN, SCM, Dip Nurs(London),
BA(cancer nursing)

30



Extract of the minutes of Udny Community Council
Scottish Police
Due to the Police attending other matters they have not always been
available to attend our meetings but have provided a written report to
keep us up to date and the reported incidents recorded on Police Scot-
land crimefile computer system for Udny are as follows:-
Item 1- This involved the theft of a motorcycle which was later found
crashed and abandoned in Aberdeen. Currently undetected.
Item 2- Vandalism to a car in Pitmedden on Hogmannay. Currently unde-
tected.
Item 3- Police conducted traffic checks in Pitmedden area during the
dates listed and 4 motorists were issued with fixed penalty fines for
motoring offences and speeding.
Item 4- In general, Crime statistics for the area remain extremely low.
In January the Police attended the meeting and gave the following
advice\info:-
Winter time is here again and the community is encouraged to check
their vehicles for winter safety including tyres, fluid levels and general car
maintenance. It is vital that drivers are appropriately clearing their wind-
screens of frost, snow and dirt to allow maximum visibility to prevent
collisions.
Police Scotland continue to encourage householders to secure their prop-
erty, outbuildings, vehicles and property of value at all times, in an effort
to prevent opportunist thefts that continue to occur within Formartine.
These opportunist thieves continue to target the Aberdeenshire area and
favour insecure dwellings and vehicles.
Residents of the council area should be reminded that it is vital they take
measures to secure their own property. Recently in Aberdeenshire there
has been another spate of car thefts by perpetrators who are seeking out
insecure doors to steal cars. Police Scotland have been carrying out
random checks on house doors to see how secure they actually are and
have found a number of properties easy to gain entry to in the hours of
darkness.
In addition to the above the Police were asked the following:-
1) What was the best policy to tackle the problem of noise which was
reported by the residents of Fleeman Park at an earlier meeting? They
replied that if this was a regular occurrence, people should make them
aware when this was happening and they would schedule to come to
identify the problem for themselves.
2) In mind of the recent accident at the junction of the A920 and B999
where a bridge parapet was hit, they were asked if accident statistics
were available for all the past accidents at or near this junction. They
agreed to obtain information for the next meeting showing the log of
reported accidents over the past 5 years.
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3) They were asked if we can do anything about the noise from quad
bikes that are using a field near to the new houses in Udny Green. They
commented that if they were riding with the land owners permission there
was little that could be done. The secretary will try to ascertain if the
land owner has given permission to anyone?
4) The police were advised that there had been reports to the community
council of cyclists who are using the B999 not using lights in the hours of
darkness.
Tillymaud Turbine
A letter from the community council has been sent to the Smith family
giving the project our full support.
Grass cutting in Udny Green.
Last month grass cutting on Udny Green was discussed especially the
councils inability to take away grass clippings. However, one of the new
residents of Fleeman Park has offered to do some additional grass cutting
of the green so that this increased frequency would result in a lot less
clippings. Bob Bamlett will arrange training and insurance so that this kind
offer can be put in place for next year.
Cllr Johnstone informed the meeting that Aberdeenshire council were not
able to give a price for uplifting the cut grass as it’s not a service they
can provide. After discussion it was said that if local residents cut the
grass in between the council cuts it would keep the length of the grass
to a minimum and therefore the cut grass on the green should not be a
problem.
Dog Fouling
There have been numerous reports of dog fouling in both Pitmedden and
Udny Green over the past two months. Unfortunately this is not a new
problem and needs to be tackled again to try and encourage dog owners
to pick up after their dogs and place the waste in the appropriate bins. A
new Green Dog walker scheme has been launched but we are awaiting a
volunteer to undertake the task of rolling out this initiative. Community
Councillors were asked to try to identify suitable dog owners to undertake
this task. The CC would try to publicise this scheme in Pitmedden News
or social media
Udny Green Development
It was stated at a previous meeting that the planning application for the
refurbishment of the Udny Green Village Hall had been approved and
now all funding opportunities were being pursued. In addition to this,
tenders had been sent out to various firms for this refurbishment and
these were due to be adjudicated shortly.
It was noted that the appeal against the refusal of planning permission for
12 new houses in Udny Green had been upheld by the reporter but a
design brief was required by Aberdeenshire Planners before the site could
progress.
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Land for Community Hall
Feedback has been given to the Aberdeenshire planning team and,
should the application be approved, the community hope to be donated
land for a new Udny facility.
Community Turbine
The meeting was informed that recently the Turbine had gone out of
service due to a High Voltage fault which coincided with work being done
on the 11Kv grid. Other than that the turbine was performing well meeting
its anticipated targets.
Community Trust
The Trust in liaison with the community council and other groups held the
annual Pitmedden Xmas Lights switch on event on the 7th December in
the HMG car park in Pitmedden. As well as switching on the lights and
fireworks there was hot food and drinks. The event was well attended
and over £1000 was raised and given to the local groups who assisted
with the event. The meeting was also told that the trust is currently
advertising for a part time administrator to help the development officer as
the work load has increased. Applications need to be submitted by the
26th Jan 2015.
Paths Project
The Project team have started work on the Fisher Walk by organising a
community Paths day of action on the 15th November. There was a good
turn out with a lot of pre-work being done the day before. A lot of work
was done albeit there was a small drainage problem causing a field to
flood but this drainage work identified by the working party has now been
completed and the group are making plans to work on the next section. It
was said that this would probably involve some more drainage work but
this should be identified prior to the work starting.
Pharmacy
A review meeting was held by the NHS on the 10th December 2014 to
determine if patients in the HMG area would have serious difficulty in
obtaining medicines should HMG stop dispensing and the community
council was asked to present their arguments for retaining dispensing to
this review group. The result of this was that the review panel have put
forward recommendations to the NHS board for them to consider at the
January board meeting which will effectively stop HMG from dispensing.
Although not initially invited to this board meeting the CC persuaded the
NHS that in the interest of fairness the CC could present their case to
the board. This board meeting is on 16th January (tomorrow night) and
the CC has prepared a verbal report to the board which has been re-
stricted to a 5 minute delivery time.
Udny Green School
No further update until a budget can be found to pay for the repairs.
Verges
After long delays this work is virtually complete and pleasingly, is to a
higher standard than anticipated.



Planning Applications
After discussion it was decided to convene a meeting of the planning
sub-committee. The secretary will inform people of the date of the meet-
ing. (22nd Jan)
Pitmedden Park
In November the lease had still not been signed and the insurance expiry
date was drawing near. As the Pitmedden Park Trustees have very little
funds it was proposed that the Community Council loan £800 to the Park
trustees until the lease money comes through from the council. All agreed
to this proposal. In January, although the lease is still with the Park’s
legal advisors for comment Aberdeenshire Council have provided the
funds to purchase Public Liability cover which means that the CC will not
have to loan the money.
Art in the Community
Susan Drummond has agreed to find an owner for this project and will
report back at the next meeting.
AOCB
• It was noted that the weather forecasts on the Aberdeenshire Council
website were no longer very accurate. Last year the forecasts were more
detailed and exact whereas the current ones are very general. A letter
will be written to Stephen Archer to ask why there has been a decline in
this service.(ongoing)
• It was noted that a bin at the Laurel Cottages bus stop would be very
beneficial and help stop litter in the village. It was also noted that the
gullys at the entrance to Hillside are choked and in the need of
cleaning.(ongoing)
• It was noted that the vacant site at the Smithy site next to the Dr
Spence Village hall needs some TLC as the weeds are out of control and
it makes the village look untidy.(ongoing)
• Road safety in Udny Green was causing concern with parked cars near
road junctions. This issue will be raised with the Police at the next
meeting.(ongoing) In addition it was suggested that a one way system
round the green would be helpful along with the possibility of parking
between the trees. Finally it was suggested that people at functions could
use the school car park.
• It was noted that a “Friends of Pitmedden Garden” launch event will be
held on Sunday 14th December where Jim McCall will attend to offer
advice on gardening. This event will be looking to sign up Friends and
ambassadors.
• Bob has undertaken a lot of work by cutting and trimming trees in
Oldmeldrum Road, Pitmedden. This work has made a big difference by
tidying up one of the main roads through the village. He went on to say
that parts of the burn on the southern side of the road are choked and
congested and may need some funding from the UCT to resolve. He
finished by saying that as some of the bulbs are now breaking through
the ground he would suspend this work.
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• It was noted that the Udny
Green community have set up a
Facebook page so that the commu-
nity can benefit from an easy to
use social media system which will
keep them up to date with local
information.
• The secretary informed the
meeting that the Udny Community
Trust have agreed to fund new and
replacement noticeboards in the
Parish.(The three existing ones will
be replaced and a new one will be
put up at the Udny Post Office.) It
is proposed that these will be
waterproof and ventilated to offer
any notices the best protection.
Eleanor Morris, Development officer
for the trust will be in contact
shortly with proposed styles and
colours.

By Jeannie Price
A number of Udny Green peeps are keen to see events in the village, for the village, but
would like to know what sort of thing people would be interested in attending and -
importantly - helping to organise. Some of the
suggestions to date include:

Village picnic

Burns Supper

Carol Singing

Quiz nights

Is there anything else? Please let us know what, if any of the above, you'd like to see
happening in Udny Green and if you would be willing to help make them happen.
Please respond via the Udny Green Community Facebook page or by dropping a note to
either;
Jeannie at Rae's Cottage, Gill at 3 Academy Court or
Hollie at Smiddy Cottage



Investigating our historical past… Bill Johnston

Dumbreck Castle
How many times have you said ‘I wish I could have been there’ or ‘I wish I could have
seen or met some particular person or other’? I know that I certainly have used those
words on many, many occasions, especially when researching our local and N.E. history,
and, of course, my own family history as well.
One local place I really would  like to be able to travel back in time to see is the long gone
and quite defunct Dumbreck Castle. According to the much referred to 1870 O/S Map it
was situated very near to where the present day farm of Mains of Dumbreck is now
located.
The only description I’ve so far been able to find comprises of a couple of short sentences
in ‘The Thanage of Fermartyn’  printed in 1894 and which I quote -:  “Dumbreck Castle it
may be believed, was one of the old Scotch towers of several stories with laigh buildings
near it.  An arch  ‘of rude and antique masonry’ existed till near the end of the eighteenth
century”. From this very brief description I am inclined to visualise Dumbreck as being
fairly similar to that of Udny Castle which is also a tower of several stories. The laigh
buildings beside the castle almost certainly referred to farm buildings and huts for the
servants who would have worked there.
When Dumbreck Castle had actually been built is a little bit uncertain although the earliest
mention of the family name of Dumbreck appears around 1348, a Philip de Dumbreck,
who was deputy to the sheriff of Aberdeen at that time.  It would therefore be fairly safe
to surmise that he probably instigated the construction of the castle. There is a suggestion
that its original construction was of timber then around the time when Tolquhon Castle
was built Dumbreck was rebuilt in stone. It remained in the Dumbreck family until the
1570’s when it came into the ownership of the Meldrum family of Fyvie.
Andrew  Meldrum of Dumbreck had three heirs, his sons Andrew, John and George.
George could only be described as the black sheep of the family, not a very nice person by
all accounts. In ‘Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials’ and in the preface to the ‘Burgh Records of
Aberdeen’ some of his atrocious deeds are recorded.
I quote from these records the following, “ George Meldrum seems to have conceived a

deadly feud against his brother,
Andrew Meldrum;  attacked and
grievously wounded him at the
Milltown of Dumbreck, made
him prisoner and kept him in
straight captivity in the castle of
Dumbreck for eight weeks”.
Andrew did eventually manage to
escape. Then on another occasion
“he (George) took a Mr
Alexander Gibson, one of the
clerks of Session, prisoner, also a
friend and a servant. He then took
possession of Dumbreck Castle
and kept the same against the
King’s guard, who had
commission to charge him render
it up”. This he refused to do, and
the burgh of Aberdeen, as
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Detail of the 1870 6-inch OS series 1 map showing the
Barony of Dumbreck. PNews Team
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39recorded in the ‘Burgh Records’, “had to furnish sixteen soldiers to assist the royal
guard in besieging this atrocious freebooter in his retreat”. The besiege lasted for a few
more days but eventually the castle defenders were overcome and Meldrum captured.
For these and other crimes George Meldrum had the sentence pronounced against him “to
have his head struck from his body and his estate heritable and moveable to be forfaulted
to His Majesty”.
After 1620 the Meldrums lose possession of Dumbreck and it appears to have passed
through the hands of a variety of landowners with varying degrees of success and change.
As stated it would appear that some ruins of Dumbreck Castle could be seen up to the late
1780’s/90’s. Today, apart from a couple of stones built into a steading wall which are said
to have come from it, nothing remains of Dumbreck Castle.

…and the Bird Report
Two species of birds which I haven’t
seen many of this winter so far are the
Fieldfare (left) and the Redwing (right),
both winter visitors from Scandanavia.
You don’t even need to look up to know
that these birds are flying over as they both have very distinctive
calls which they often make as they fly, the Fieldfare makes a
‘chuck-chuck’ contact call whilst the Redwing gives a higher pitched

‘tseep-tseep’ one. They are both members of the Thrush family.
They are delightful birds to watch especially when they’re on the ground feeding, the
larger Fieldfare has a far more upright stance compared to the smaller Redwing. The two
species both eat worms, insects and their larvae, and berries, but interestingly they seldom
eat berries until the ground is frozen hard and they’re unable to get at the worms ,etc.
Hawthorn berries as well as other berries are then devoured with great rapidity.
As I mentioned the Fieldfare is the larger of the two, it is 25.5cm in length, this is,
however, slightly smaller than our resident Mistle Thrush but it is much more colourful
with its bluish-grey head and golden-brown mantle. The chestnut breast has black spots
and the pale buff underparts also so spotted along each flank. It is pale underwing which
contrasts with a dark tail, the rump is bluish-grey which is very noticeable when the bird
is in flight.
The Redwing is only 21cm in length and is quite a bit smaller that our resident Song
Thrush which it does closely resemble. It has a brownish back and mantle and a spotted
breast, but the two things which quickly separates it from the Song Thrush are - 1)  a very
distinctive white eye-stripe, and  2) the easily seen, especially in flight, red underwing and
flanks.
Local names and Scottish names for our birds has always been of great interest to me,
whilst I’ve had no luck in respect to finding such for the Redwing apart from the obvious
Reedwing and Reed Mavis, the Fieldfare on the other hand has quite a few. So far I’ve
found four quite understandable and fairly similar sounding names -  Feldifare, Feltieflier,
Feltifare  and  Feltifer. However, I also found another two names which, whilst both are
very descriptive, are not quite so easy to comprehend, they are Hielan paddy and Skittery
feltie. Perhaps some of my Readers are aware of other local names for these two bonnie
thrushes?
Incidently, both the Redwing and the Fieldfare enjoy rotten apples, so don’t throw them
into the wheelie bin put them below the bird table for these bonnie winter visitors to eat.
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We have an all-year round offer exclusively for our Udny neighbours*…

Enjoy a starter and main course from our regular menu for just £25, including canapes, freshly
baked bread and an intermediate course.

* To qualify, you must provide a name, address and valid 01651 842 or 843 telephone number
and an email address for our Udny mailing list. Advance booking is essential quoting ‘Udny
Thursday’. This offer is not valid on special occasion days / coinciding with private function

events.

T: 01651 842337, E: enquiries@eatonthegreen.co.uk, W : www.eatonthegreen.co.uk

Like us on facebook : www.facebook.com/EatOnTheGreen

Follow us on twitter: http://twitter.com/EatOnTheGreen1

(OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Quality Meat at reasonable Prices.

For all your Butchery requirements at very competitive prices.

Tues -Fri 10:00 - 12:30 & 1.30 - 4:00
Saturday 9:30 - 2:00.

(Between JRD and Ellon Business Centre)

Telephone 01358 727850
“Where Customer Service & Quality Come First”



Baboushka
Baboushka was the p4/5 Christmas play.
Baboushka is based on a Russian nativity.
P4/5 did Baboushka for: parents,
school,staff, grandparents,
Greenacres,relatives and the community.
We did it to: entertain, raise money,
celebrate Christmas and the birth of
Jesus.
Baboushka took place in Pitmedden school
hall.
By Sienna p5

BIG BREW events in Pitmedden

Some of the P6/7 pupils will be
visiting Greenacres during the week
of the 2nd March. They will be
sharing some baking they have
prepared in school and treating the
residents to a fine piece and a
cuppa. This is part of the Fairtrade
fortnight activities.
Parents and members of the
Community will be able to come
along to school for a coffee
afternoon from 2.30pm on the
Thursday 5th March.

Pitmedden Nursery News
The nursery went for a “Shape Walk” around
the village to see if they could find any of the
shapes they had been learning about.
The green group went on Tuesday 3rd when it
was snowing. The red group went on the
Thursday which was a better day. Lots of
shapes were spotted.

A dinosaur visited P1/2’s classroom and left
footprints on the floor and gave us some eggs
to look after. To keep the eggs cosy we made
a dinosaur den. We traced dinosaurs and
painted them and made trees. We folded the
leaves up to make the trees and it was fun. We
made a T-Rex footprint and measured its area
using our shoes. We fitted 27 shoes on the
footprint. We did some research on the iPads.
We have been working in dinosaur groups.
By Sophie L and Chester

Primary One class being transformed into Fairyland

At the beginning of the term a Dragon visited the Primary One
classroom and left them a letter. He was a sad dragon, his land was
disappearing because children were not reading or listening to enough
fairy tales. The friendly dragon told the children of the other
characters who have been losing their homes and asked for their help
to build Fairyland. After asking Mrs Hill’s permission Primary One set
to work to recreate Fairyland. They are doing a fantastic job!

Pitmedden School News



Fairtrade Fortnight in Formartine-23rd Feb.-7thMarch

The young and the not so young are all taking part!

This year there are lots of activities going on in the area to draw
attention to the benefits of Fairtrade. At a time when it sometimes
seems we are powerless in the face of global forces, it is good to be
reminded that we do have power to make things better for the
people of our planet, simply by giving some thought to the goods
we buy. Lots of activities are taking part all over Aberdeenshire,
Aberdeen City, the whole of Scotland and the rest of the UK during
this fortnight. The aim is to draw attention to the benefits of
Fairtrade as a means of tackling poverty in the countries where so
many of our goods are produced. Below are some of the events
going on in Mid- Formartine.

The Big Brew Several local schools are hoping to join members of Mid-Formartine
Fairtrade group in a "BigBrew", which involves serving Fairtrade tea, coffee and
homebakes to local sheltered housing residents. Group members will help demonstrate the
difference paying a fair price for such goods can make to the people who produce them.

Those local schools and Sheltered Housing complexes who have so far expressed an
interest in joining in are-
● Pitmedden Primary and Greenacres sheltered housing
● Wyverie sheltered housing in OldMeldrum
● Fyvie Primary and Preston House sheltered housing
● Hanover Court sheltered housing in Tarves
● Balmedie Primary school and Eigie House

Formartine United Exciting breaking news is that our local Football team are hoping to
become possibly the first Fairtrade football club in Scotland, by serving Fairtrade tea and
coffee at their home games. They will also be exploring the possibilities of using Fairtrade
footballs with some of the younger teams, since there has been a good deal of controversy
in the football world at the poor working conditions and wages of the workers who make
footballs for the big clubs.

Fairtrade Fashion Show in Ellon-plans are afoot by Ellon Resource Centre to have this
up and running for Fairtrade Fortnight

Schools visits by a textile producer from Mauritius, Pamela L’Intelligent, along with
Koolskools Fairtrade school uniform company. This is being organised by the Scottish
Fairtrade Forum, with help in the Aberdeenshire area from the Mid-Formartine Fairtrade
group to arrange visits to Fyvie and Alford schools.

Fairtrade Recipes If you want to join the efforts to make a difference this Fairtrade
Fortnight and beyond, here are some Fairtrade recipes you can try;
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