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Pitmedden’s Christmas Lights Switch
3rd December from 2:30pm  Surgery Car Park Pitmedden

Come along and meet Santa and support our local community groups.
See posters and Facebook Event nearer the time for more info

or contact Udny Community Trust.

If you would like to help on the day get in touch – volunteers are always welcome!

Santa arrives in style at 2:30pm
Live music  with Ellon Pipe Band
The Great Hootini
Lisa Lollipop
DJ Ray

Scavenger hunt
Hot food and drinks
Mulled wine (for early birds!)

Fireworks
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7There is Nothing Like a Dame
It’ll soon be curtain up – and hopefully not just curtains – for
Pitmedden and Udny Green’s first pantomime. A motley crew of
local amateur thesps will be treading the boards of the Dr Spence
Memorial Hall, Udny Green (oh no they won’t, oh yes they will!)
on Friday, December 8th at 7pm and Saturday, December 9th at
2.30pm.
The show, “Aladdin in the Woods”, is a mash-up of two well-
known panto classics and features all the usual songs, humour,
cross-dressing male characters and audience participation that one
might expect.
Hammier than the deli counter at Sainsburys, this family show
will provide laughs and excellent value for money entertainment as
the ticket price includes entry to the post show ceilidh and
karaoke on the Saturday night.
Tickets are on sale from Pitmedden Co-op and at Udny Green
Frost Fair and going like hotcakes – make sure to grab yours asap.

Udny Green Hall Back and Forward in Time
AGM – 30th November

The Udny Green Hall has recently unearthed some of its early history and, quite
separately, moved into the 21st Century.

Documents recently passed on to the hall shows how the Hamilton Hall, the oldest part
of the Udny Green Hall dating back to the 1850’s, was gifted to Udny Green Church in
1914 by Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Udny-Hamilton of Udny Castle, the 11th Lord
Belhaven & Stenton.  The Hamilton Hall forms the front part of the Udny Green Hall,
fronting on to the green.  It was probably originally thatched as you can see from the
shape of the gables.  It had been used as a school room, by the church for Sunday
School, and by the local Udny community for recreational purposes.  Apparently, it had a
stage at one end and a piano at the other.  The Church Session accepted this gift with the
intention of extending it into something bigger.

The family of Dr Alexander Spence, a long-serving minister of Udny (1876-1923) donated
funds in the 1930’s, in memory of Dr Spence, towards the construction of an extended
hall – the current building as we see it now.  This new hall, the Dr Spence Memorial Hall,
was built on land donated by Udny Castle “ to be used in all times coming as a hall, with
appropriate offices, for the use and purposes of the surrounding district”.  Recently
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found papers indicate this new hall, the Dr Spence Memorial Hall, cost the then
substantial sum of £3,230 to build of which more than half was given by the Spence
family.  It was opened on the 29th September 1937 by the Marquis of Aberdeen, the Lord
Lieutenant of the County.  It was quite new when soldiers evacuated from Dunkirk in
1940 were billeted there and, apparently, nearly burnt the place down when they over-
stocked the fire.  People, so we are told, came running from neighbouring fields as they
saw smoke pouring out of the hall’s chimney, to save their new hall.

Since it was built, the hall has been held in trust by (4) local trustees and their
successors.  Our Minister, the Laird, a local representative from Aberdeenshire Council
and a representative of Pitmedden Gardens, now held by the National Trust for Scotland
(NTS).  The Feu Charter setting up this legal structure has not allowed this structure to be
easily changed.  For some time now, the hall’s Management Committee has been
working with OSCR, the Scottish Charity Regulator, to re-order the hall’s ownership by its
incorporation as a SCIO – a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation.  In October of
this year, OSCR finally recognised the brand-new charity, the Dr Spence Memorial Hall
SCIO.  The existing Management Committee, with the support of the hall’s  (4) trustees,
subject to the forthcoming AGM on the 30th November, will start the process of
transferring the ownership of the hall to this new SCIO.  Hopefully, this will complete by
the end of March 2018.

Udny residents and all those involved in
the hall will be invited, perhaps early
April, to an Extra-ordinary General
Meeting (EGM) of the hall to wind up
the hall’s existing charity and become
members of the hall’s new charity, the
new SCIO.  These members will appoint
a new Board of Management,
essentially new trustees.  This will
clearly bring the hall into the 21st
Century and help it to continue to serve
the surrounding community over the
next 100 years or so.

Garth Entwistle, Management
Committee member
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General
The chairman noted that the community
council had been involved in many
community consultations lately including the
representations on behalf of the Udny Station
doctors surgery, which pleasingly retained its
dispensing ability. Unfortunately our
representations to NHS for a pharmacy in
Pitmedden did not result in a positive outcome
as the application by the Chemist failed to win
approval. It was noted that the community
council will support an appeal if one is
submitted by the applicant.
Scottish Police Report
Unfortunately Police Scotland was unable to
attend this meeting but following the meeting
a report was received and distributed to
members. It was also agreed that we need
feedback from the Police on issues raised at
their last attendance. These were speed checks
on the part of the B999 which has a 50MPH
limit and look at the drink and drugs issue in
Pitmedden (behind the Village Hall).
Declaration of Interest
No members of the meeting declared a
personal interest in any of the items being
discussed.
Udny Green planting
At a previous meeting it was decided to fund
planting activities in Udny Green to enhance
its appearance and since this award it has
been established that some money has been
laid aside some 30 years ago to cater for this
type of funding. The account, held in an Ellon
Bank, was last updated 10 years ago where
there was some £645 available. Not
surprisingly all of the signatories are no
longer with the community council and Garth
suggested that we do what is necessary to get
the account up and working. The meeting
agreed that it would be best to have two
signatories and suggested that it should be any
two out of three signatories to make it a bit

easier to manage. It was agreed that the three
signatories will be P McAllister, G Entwistle
and B McDougall and Garth would arrange
for the necessary documentation to be signed.
It was also noted that we would need to
approve a board resolution to satisfy the
requirement of the bank and it was agreed that
this would be done.
Road Safety Issues
Road safety issues are always a priority item
on the agenda and it was agreed that we
continue to look for improvements. One area
of concern is the section of the B999 from the
south entrance of the village to the B9000
turn off at Milldale. Although this section has
a footpath along this length of road which is
at the kerbside in places it has the National
60MPH limit which the meeting thinks is too
fast. It was agreed that we will look at this
situation with the aim to get a reduced speed
limit. It was also agreed that we look at some
speed detection devices to ascertain the most
suitable to help us ensure drivers observe the
appropriate speed limits.
Local Development Plan
It was noted that the some of the Local
development Planning team would be
attending our November meeting so that they
can obtain feedback on what our community
require from the plan. It has since been
established that the Planning team will use the
results of our recent place standard survey to
guide the direction of the discussion.
Udny Community Survey and
Action Plan
The analysis of the place standard survey has
now been completed and the results are
being displayed at the Udny Community
Trust Co. Ltd. AGM which was held last
night in Pitmedden Hall where the attendees
were asked to prioritise the identified areas
of improvement
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13Udny Green Memorial Hall
Garth reported that the hall steering group
are continuing to progress stage 2
proposals and are currently waiting for the
output from the place standard survey. He
also said that he had encouraged people to
complete the priority identification. They
are also still progressing the format of a
SCIO for the hall and still awaiting contact
from the “Robbs” Trust which may be able
to give benefit by giving a regular income
to the Hall.
Fleeman Park
A discussion took place regarding the 3
additional houses in Fleeman Park. It was
explained to the meeting that the application
was discussed at the Formartine area
committee meeting but the outcome of the
final decisions was unclear. Cllr Hassan
agreed to clarify the situation by sending the
appropriate link.
Community Turbine
Garth informed the meeting that the
turbine’s output this past financial year was
lower than last year due to an overall
reduction in wind levels. In addition to this
the current power purchase agreement is
less advantageous and therefore there is an
additional loss of income. Despite this the
Turbine company has well supported the
community trust and gift aided a substantial
sum of money which supports many local
projects as well as providing local
employment for two staff. Garth also
informed the meeting that the Turbine
company were going to get a local firm to
do a detailed inspection of the wind turbine
blades using drone technology. If
successful and acceptable to Enercon (the
manufacturers of the turbine) it could pave
the way to a lot of additional business for
this local company.
Community Trust
Brian informed the meeting that the Annual
General Meeting of the Udny Community

Trust had taken place in Pitmedden
Hall the previous evening. In addition
to the AGM the results of the recent place
standard survey were displayed and
attendees were encouraged to prioritise the
areas for improvement. Overall the Trust is
doing very well and has a full board of
directors (7) and two staff members. This
year it has allocated over £62000 to fund
local projects making a total of over
£330,000 since the Trust was formed.
Pitmedden Park
As mentioned last month the work is
continuing on building the case for providing
a new skate park within Pitmedden Park and
quotes have been received which helps the
preparation of a grant application to Sports
Scotland. (This is likely to be in excess of
£100k) In addition work is progressing well
with the provision of containers which will
provide changing facilities next to the
playing area.  The next main task is to fully
set up the amenity trust which will look after
both the hall and the park.
Other Items
As mentioned last month the work is
continuing on building the case for providing
a new skate park within Pitmedden Park and
quotes have been received which helps the
preparation of a grant application to Sports
Scotland. (This is likely to be in excess of
£100k) In addition work is progressing well
with the provision of containers which will
provide changing facilities next to the
playing area.  The next main task is to fully
set up the amenity trust which will look after
both the hall and the park.
Young people in Udny Green have indicated
they would like a skate park and have started
to raise funds to instigate this project.
Developer obligation money could be a
source of funding but after discussion it was
very unclear how much money is available
from this funding. Need to get clarification
for the developer obligation team. In ref to
Udny Green, Cllr Hassan stated that a new





15head teacher for Udny Green School has been
selected but as yet a start date has not been
obtained as there is difficulty in releasing
them from their current post. The meeting
was disappointed that Aberdeenshire Council
did not appear to have a policy in place to
release candidates when they are selected for
promotion.
Cllr Hassan raised the issue of youths
congregating in Pitmedden schools car park
and asked if it was causing a problem. Garth
followed up by asking if Aberdeenshire
Council have any funding streams to develop
youth activities etc. The councillors replied
by saying there was no specific funds but
applications could be made to the area
committee.

Various paths in the parish were discussed
and it was thought that the Area committee
have allocated some funding for a path from
Pitmedden village boundary up to the
Formartine football club. If this is correct it
would greatly improve the safety of the
people who walk to the football ground.
The phone box in Udny Green was discussed
as it is owned by the community council and
used to house a defibrillator but recently was
invaded by wasps. The meeting agreed that
the community council would pay for the
removal of any infestations.
Summer bedding plants – it was agreed that
Peter McAllister would collate the info for
Udny Green, George for Hatton Crook and
Brian for Pitmedden.

Two enterprising local chums
are turning a hobby into a new
business venture. Fiona Wood
and Emma Kettle have been
upcycling pre-loved pieces of
furniture at home but are now
branching out into bigger
premises at Wood RecylAbility,
Cloisterseat Croft which will
give them more workspace and
greater opportunity to display
their finished handiwork.

The new business
called “Udny Attic” will open

one day a week initially
and will include hand

crafted items made on
site.
The girls give items of
furniture, large and
small, a new lease of
life through painting
with chalk paint and
changing handles.
They pick up items to
up-cycle themselves

but will also accept
commissions.
Fiona explained:  ”We are really
excited about this new
opportunity and to be working
alongside a great local business
like Wood Recyclability. They
produce a wide variety of
products ranging from outdoor
furniture, fencing, wildlife
feeders and
garden
equipment and

we hope their range
will complement ours.
“We plan to have pop
up shops and to
enable local crafters
to also display their
wares with us.”
For more
information about
Udny Attic, and its
opening times, go
to their Facebook
page.

Cash in the Attic?





Anne Aspden

What an incredible few days at the Fairtrade Open House at
Bonnyton.
It is such a joy to share our home with so many friends, and to get to
know many new folk from the village and beyond.
I was quite overwhelmed on Wednesday evening to be given a certificate from the
Scottish Fairtrade Forum. An award for volunteer of the year. The presentation was
a total surprise and such an honour .  Thank you so much to the friends who
proposed me and to the Formartine Fairtrade group and Aberdeenshire joint
groups who inspire, encourage each other and are such a joy to work with. We all
share the desire to see trade justice and to live without causing others to live in
slavery and hardship because of our greed. To fight poverty through trade and show
we care.
Such a great way to start this year’s Open House and fairtrade sale. Over 250 folk
came over the five days and we have sold a staggering  £6000  of  fairtrade products.
Thank you to all who came and helped us make a difference to the lives of many
producers around the world.
Fairtrade goods are available at Bonnyton Farm all year round, and a selection can
be purchased at the North Mains Farm Shop.
Keep up with our current  campaigns and events with the formartine fairtrade
websitehttp://www.formartinefairtrade.co.uk.
 If you are interested in campaigning for fairtrade, new members are always
welcome to join  our group.





On a Roll

At the time of writing, there is much excitement in the press over the launch of the latest
iphone. Its’ sleek, compact contours have people positively drooling. I believe the thing
also makes calls.

 New fangled technology is all well and good but personally, I would settle for a
breakthrough in domestic engineering that solves the issue I and no doubt, countless
others face on a near daily basis – the replacement of the empty toilet roll tube.

After many years of a variety of toilet roll holders – the unscrew the end type, the spring
apart and fire across the bathroom when reloading type and the inherited, awkward drilled
into the wall type, all of which seemed to be impossibly difficult to master, I resorted to
the perpendicular, no frills, stainless steel
spike.

Even this is beyond the comprehension of
those with whom I share a home.

Regularly I visit the smallest room to
discover that there is an empty cardboard
tube, forlornly adorning the top of the
spike. As if to salve the conscience of the
last person in the room, there is sometimes
one torn, pathetic sheet of loo roll left
hanging from said tube.

So forget Swiss bunkers crowded with physicists splitting atoms and the like. Personally, I’d
settle for a self loading toilet roll holder that doesn’t tip my blood pressure to boil every
time I go to powder my nose.

And once they have invented that, we can perhaps move on to the self opening, self
loading dishwasher. Despite several tellings, requests and rants, my family seem unable to
grasp the fact that landing dirty dishes in the drop zone – anything from 6inches to three
feet of the dishwasher – does not constitute loading it.

Incidentally, I read somewhere that venturing into a teenager’s
bedroom can resemble a trip to Ikea – you go in for one thing
and emerge with a pile of crockery, cutlery and assorted glasses.

We made progress of sorts this week. I passed by the family
laundry basket and found a pile of dirty washing on top of it.
As far as I am aware, the lid of our trusty wicker receptacle is
not weighted. Digits may not be lost in lifting it. But clearly,

this was a risk, someone was not prepared
to take.

Oh well. The training continues.
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PITMEDDEN PARK NEWS
PITMEDDEN PARK SC016922

CONTACTING THE PARK
You can contact the current park committee at:

pitmedden.park.trustees@gmail.com

Youth Changing Facilities
Work is continuing to get the changing rooms finished over the winter. New water,
waste and electricity connection were needed and have taken some time to sort out.
Once they are ready the area will be landscaped and fenced.
The changing rooms will be ready for regular use in time for the start of outdoor training.

Path Improvements
The new paths and path improvement should be underway over the winter. Look out for
work happening in the Park.

Logo Competition
Sadly, there were no logo ideas submitted in the logo design competition and the new
Pitmedden Amenities Trust has no new logo yet. Once the new committee is up and
running they will be able to decide what to do about a logo along with the regular
business of running the Park and Pitmedden Hall. Anyone interested in getting involved
can contact pitmedden.park.trustees@gmail.com or Eleanor Morris at Udny Community
Trust on 01651 843776 to find out more.

Woodland Management Course
The course participants worked hard

over the 4th and 5th November
to restore order to some of the

planted areas in the Park.

BEFORE…

AFTER…
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Weel weel an, n foo’s aa mi freens es month?
“A puddock sat by the lochan’s brim

An he thocht there wis niver a puddock like him.”
Aat wirdies cam intil mi heid the ither day here as A opened e door o wir biler hoose becis there sittin
on e fleer wis a puddick. Noo it wisna a big puddick it wis a bittie mair on e sma kyn o size, bit nae
maitter there it sat glowerin at mi.  Hooiver A did hae a wee bit o a chuckle tae m’sel as it loupit oot
throu e door becis A thocht tae m’sel aat puddicks like waater bit wi aa e rain wiv haen recently ess
billlie maun hae winted tae cam in oot o e rain - an michty,  ess hinmaist fylie ar so ye cudna hae
blamed it either!
As A screeve ess wirdies wir jist aboot at e hinner eyn o e month o Jocktober, whit a plowter aathin his
bin ower e past wik ar so, in fac  A canna myn on iver seein wir grun bein sae weet for sicca lang time?
Oh A’ve seen e grun weet aricht, A’ve seen e Bronie Burn burstin throu its banks a guid fyow times
efter terrible doonfas o rain, ay, n A’ve seen wir aal shoppie flooded oot a twa three times asweel, bit
efter a day ar so e waater gid awa n e grun dried up. As A say e grun’s bin afa weet for a gey lang time.
Wir fairmer loons efter haen a gey sair tyauve gettin e hairst daen they’re noo haen a gey sair tyauve
gettin e grun ready for neist ‘eer’s crap. A think in ess modern day n age ane o e main problems a lot o
them are haen is e size an e wecht o e machines aat they hiv - some o aat tractors n machinery aat they
hiv nooadays maun be anafa wecht. Ay, ye ken, they micht hae bin better stickin wi their Little Grey
Fergies - A’m sheer mi aal pal Henry Peerie wid agree wi aat!?
Hooiver, eyven lang afore e days o the Fergie tractors wir fairmers hid problems tae owercam as wis
recorded in e Aiberdeen P&J in December 1916, frae far A quote -:

Weel noo, forgettin aboot aa e coorse wither wiv bin haein, ae rale fine mornin here wi e sin shinin
bonnie in a blue sky A says tae e Wife fit aboot if w fullt a flask o tae n gid oot for a wee rin in e car?
Weel aat wis jist fit w did n so aff w set. Noo A hiv tae say aat A did hae a bittie o an inklin aboot far
w micht mak for, nae maitter throu Pitmedden we went then Tarves, Methlick n ontil New Deer.
Here w hid tae stop for a twa three meenits tae lat a cement ready-mix larry manouvre itsel inaboot tae
a hoose jist doon frae e kirk, then jist aside e park far e New Deer Show is held w hid anither bittie o a
hudup, ess time it wis lads cuttin brunches aff o e trees tae save them interfeerin wi e electric wires. On
w toddled n e neist place w cam til wis Cyaak  -  A’m sheer ye aa ken aat aat is the aal name for e
village o New Pitsligo. So throu Cyaak w gid n crossed e A98 ontil e narra roadie leadin tae Pennan.
Ess roadie taks ye ower e hull caaed Windyheads n on e tap o’t on yer richt ye can see e remains o e
World War Two aircraft Radio Navigation Beacon/Station.
On yer left awa doon at e boddom o the glen ye can see e wee burn caaed e Tore o Troup. Noo of
coorse bein on e tap o the hull means aat fitiver wey ye gang y’ll gang in a doonwirds direction! In a
wee fylie w arrived at e crossroads aside e aal skweel, noo A didna ging doon tae Pennan insteed A gid
tae m left n doon til e Mill o Pennan. Ess wis far mi Mither wis born in 1900, n far mi Granfaither
wis miller o afore he meeved tae the Mill o Udny - ay, it aye his bin a gey special placie for mi.
W fair enjoyed oor cuppie o tae as w listened til e waves braakin on e pebbles n then w heided for
hame, ay, a richt fine day oot.
A can hardly tak tent o e fac aat wir jist aboot at e eyn o anither ‘eer so lat mi eyn my screevins in mi
usual wey b wishin ye aa a Verra Happy Christmas n a Maist Healthy n Contented New ‘eer.

Countra Clatter.
Bill Johnston



01224 705518
or

07528 568802
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Udny Community Council enters the 21st

Century with a new web-site
www.udny.online

Just in time for the whole of Pitmedden and
surrounding areas to express their views on
a forthcoming and, perhaps, controversial

planning application.

The new site is at www.udny.online

Local resident, Rob Henderson and his team has just completed the construction of a new
website for the Udny Community Council www.udny.online.   This 21st century site will
allow all residents of Udny Green, Pitmedden and Hatton Crook and surrounding rural
areas; essentially the Udny Parish, to keep informed of Community Council Business and,
importantly, be informed of planning issues that could affect them.

Bonnyton Farm – Planning site OP2 - (64) new homes with access to the main Tarves
road next to the Co-op.  With the entrance to the Pitmedden School and Park moved down
the road so as to reduce the congestion outside the Co-op shop.
In November, the Community Council was sent by Ryden Ltd., on behalf of Kirkwood
Homes Ltd., a “Notice” of a “Proposal of Application” regarding Bonnyton Farm in
Pitmedden.  A formal planning application has not, however, yet been made.  Public
consultations are expected to start in January with Pitmedden residents invited to a public
meeting in the village.  You can view this notice of application on the Community Council
web-site:  www.udny.online.
The Community Council will be pleased to receive your views on this proposal via the
Council’s new website.  The Community Council is a voluntary body representing the
people of Udny Parish including Pitmedden.  It meets every month on the 3rd Thursday of
the month, but not December.  Our next meeting is in Udny Green School on January
18th. We alternate our meetings each month between Pitmedden School and Udny Green
School.  You are welcome to attend to see the work of the Council.  We have 2-3
vacancies and would be pleased to welcome new members.
In November we discussed the development of Aberdeenshire Council’s new Local
Development Plan for our area.  These discussions will continue into 2019 and beyond as
will the various road traffic issues that never seem to go away.   Mobile traffic speed
monitors are now being actively reviewed with a view to the purchase of one by the
Community Council.  Your input would be welcome on this and other local issues.

Garth Entwistle, Chairman, Udny Community Council



DIRECTORY OF RESOURCES AROUND UDNY
Please Note that no Area code implies 01651 (Formartine)

LOCAL SERVICES
Church Minister. Rev Gillean Maclean 843794
Dog Warden   01467 628195
Fire and Rescue Service local HQ 01224 728600  emergency call 999
First Responders Jim Young 843021
Haddo Medical Group   843468
Health Visitor  Julie, Jennie, Muriel 843934
Library & Information Service A.L.I.S. 01467 532929
NHS 24   111
Pitmedden Primary School Janet Hill 842374
Pitmedden Village Hall  pitmeddenpublichall@gmail.com
Police emergency call 999   For non-emergencies call 101
Udny Green Hall Raymond 0746 495 5023
Udny Green Primary School Anne Craig  842376
LOCAL CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Boy’s Brigade 1st Udny Andy Burslem 842092
Brownies 1st Udny Mhari / Laura                 07779639367 / 07701050267
Formartine Sports Dev’ment Colin Grant 843222
Good Companions Club Joey Sleigh 851256
Guides Jillian Wood 843075
Mainly Music Fiona Entwistle 842412
Messy Church Vikki Jannetta vikkijannetta@gmail.com
Pitmedden Playgroup Nikki Clarke                 pitmeddentinytots@hotmail.com
Parent, Toddler & Baby Group  Emma Louise 07975 754827
Pitmedden Garden Susan Burgess 01651 842352
PUT Printing Catriona McIntyre 842338
Rainbows 1st Udny Fiona Bramald  842568
Satori Martial Arts David Mutch 0756 8595654
Udny Tennis Club Angie Turnbull 842803
Udny Community Council Brian McDougall udnyccsec@btinternet.com
Udny Community Trust Co. Eleanor Morris 843776 / 0743 681 1759
Youth café Anne and George 843633
LOCAL SHOPS and BUSINESSES
This is a list of local businesses who are currently advertising in the magazine.  Their
support in keeping us going year by year is gratefully acknowledged.
Aberdeenshire Larder Food Suppliers 01358 727850
Art Gallery Tolquhon Gallery 842343
Beauticians Kate Forbes 0773 232 3215
Body Repair & Kitchen Respray Derek & Janice Ritchie 843120 / 0771 437 5770
Caravan Storage Charles Black 842345
Catering (Sandwiches & Buffet) Delicious 01358 724600
Child minder Gill Edwards 843039 / 0795 417 8602
Chiropodist  Douglas Leal 01358 742620
Coffee Apothecary  Jon & Ali Aspden 842253
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Eat on the Green Craig Wilson 842337
Electrical Contractor K.F. Watson 07713 979837/01358 789739
Ellon Taxis  01358 725888
ElmaEvents Elma Robertson 0783 150 0681
Executive Coaching Martha Simpson marthasimpsoncoaching.co.uk
FairTrade Shop Anne Aspden 842329
Farm Shop Heather Black 842345
Garage CMB Autos 842362 / 0778 713 1853
Garden Design & Maintenance Carol Gawski 07443 498659
Hairdressing Jacqueline Reid 078 555 49040
Heavy Plant Paul Monaghan (Sheltie) 843306 / 0777 406 2111
Hotel, Pitmedden Linsmohr Hotel 842214
Hotel, Tarves Aberdeen Arms, Tarves 851214
Ironing Services Aileen’s Ironing 842672 / 07801 498508
Joinery Service Ed Grant 0778 676 6433
Kitchen Design John Willox 01358 722640
Oven Cleaning Oven2New 07710 872324
Painter/Decorator Ian Fraser 842006
Pitmedden Electrical Services  01358 721015/07788 266211
Plastering Services Mark Harrison 01358 761438/07801 385980
Plumbing Russell Grant 842332/0772 044 4718
Property Maintenance Stewart Lee 806638 / 07920 162957
Reflexology Rosemary Richardson 851612
Video Editing A.V.E. 873110 / 07717 454658
Wm Massie Funeral Directors Maureen Massie 851205

Who represents you in Government?

Local;  Ward 8 - Mid-Formartine - 4 Councillors;
Karen Adam,   SNP    Email cllr.k.adam@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Andrew Hassan,  SLD   Email cllr.a.hassan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Jim Gifford,  Con    Email cllr.j.gifford@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Paul Johnston,  Ind    Email cllr.p.johnston@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Holyrood; MSP for Aberdeenshire East
Gillian Martin MSP SNP   Email Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot

Westminster MP for Gordon Constituency
Colin Clark  MP Con Email colin.clark.mp@parliament.uk

Brussels Scotland - 6 MEPs
Ian Duncan Con   Email ian.duncan@ep.europa.eu
Ian Hudghton  Green   Email ian.hudghton@ep.europa.eu
David Martin Lab   Email david.martin@ep.europa.eu
Catherine Stihler  Lab   Email cstihlermep@btconnect.com
Alyn Smith SNP   Email alyn.smith@ep.europa.eu
David Coburn UKIP   Email David.Coburn@davidcoburnmep.com



Does your organisation need printing services
from time to time?

Be it posters, fliers, booklets,
PUT Community SCIO may be able to help.

In association with Pitmedden News and the Community Trust we
have a professional quality printer which we can offer as a service to
community and charitable groups.

We can print up to A3, print booklets A4 or A5(like this one).
We can print duplex and colour

Prices;
1 pence per side  black and white
7.5 pence per side colour
Supply your own paper or buy it at cost from PUT

Contact Catriona. catriona@millofallathan.co.uk,
or 842338
PUT Community SCIO SC045547



T
HE CRAFT is the new name for the former Pitmedden Bar. It’s re-opening
almost a year since closing.  It won't be the first change , as the building was
first a coaching inn, then a hotel, then a pub. Its history goes back 150 years.

Paul Johnston (known for being the local Councillor for Udny since 1999) and his
son Alex have acquired the premises to open as a relaxing venue with the
community in mind.

A special preview night just prior to opening had Greg Mulholland, the chair of the
British Pub confederation come to officially Pull the First Pint from a traditional
hand-pump. Greg was the MP for Leeds North West and has led the cross party
UK campaign to preserve pubs as community spaces for people to use.

He praised Paul and Alex's initiative as "one of courage and vision"

Paul said  "Rural pubs need to be spaces for everyone, not hardened drinkers.
They are resource for local people to come together. We hope to have a good range
of traditional cask/craft beers and a big wine range to buy to have a drink or take
home. We are returning to be a real part of the Udny/Pitmedden community.
Having plenty of tasty soft drinks available is a must as well"

"I have campaigned for real beer and community pubs and I have always believed
people should walk the walk and not just Talk the talk.  So I supposed I should put
my money where my mouth is"

"It was a huge honour for Alex and me to have Greg travel specially to celebrate
our opening. I hope we can live up to local expectations."

The Craft is also intending selling local crafts gifts and “upcycled” items, locally
made snacks and foods. All in keeping with local craftsmanship. "Like the beer"
said Paul.

The Craft Bar will be open 11 to 11 with some extensions.  Tasty bar snacks will be
available soon, however much of the renovation work is still “in progress”.
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Its probably only the baby
boomers that will remember
Harold Wilson saying
that “a week's a long
time in politics.”  Football
moves at a similar pace.
Last time out we were
looking forward to the
forthcoming season with
just a hint of optimism that
it could be the one where
United lifted the SHFL title for
the first time in its history. It
remains a possibility  but, if truth
be told, the optimism on that
particular front is fading like a
pair of stone wash denims.
Defeats by  [of all sides], Huntly,
reigning champions Buckie and
the as yet undefeated in league
games this season,  Cove

Rangers have left  Formartine in
the chasing pack rather than at

the head of it.  Of course we
can still do it but it will need
Cove to have a bit of a
wobble for that to happen.

However, that's not the big
news any more.  What
eclipses it like a solar event
has been the resignation of
manager  Kris Hunter and his

replacement by  Paul  Lawson.
Paul was a midfielder with United
before being persuaded to step
into the managerial hot seat and
in the month or so he's been
there has claimed the scalps of
Brora away from home – and not
just a sneaky wee win but a four
goal humping, and Cove Rangers

Reely Guid New Year?
Udny residents have the opportunity to ditch Jools Holland this Hogmanay in favour of
dancing the night away at the Dr Spence Memorial Hall to ceilidh band Bahookie.
Sponsored by Udny Community Trust, tickets cost £20 for adults, £10 for under 18s and
are free for under fives. It is BYOB (bring your own bottle).
Some tickets remain for the event. For more information, contact organiser Nick Wilson
on tel:07715 20104261

Formartine United

Udny Community Trust Update
Christmas Jumper Health Walk

We will be running a one-off Christmas Jumper Health
Walk on Tuesday 12th December for Save the
Children. Meeting at Pitmedden Public Hall for
10:30am. Tea, coffee and fine pieces afterwards.

If the weather is poor meet for tea, coffee and fine pieces anyway.
All welcome!





33in the final of the Evening Express
Aberdeenshire Cup.  As he still
hopes to play himself, he has
recruited his brother in law as
assistant.  The husband of his
sister is none other than former
Pittodrie legend and Scotland
defender, Russel Anderson. What
an addition to the backroom staff!

Yes, Formartine now have a
serious piece of silverware in the
boardroom – it's a huge, ornate
silver cup that's been on the go
for decades and United's name is
now engraved on it for a second
time.  The Final, on neutral
territory at Balmoor Stadium,
Peterhead began with Cove as
long odds on favourites and
finished with them having been
taught a very salutory lesson
about the skills of defending in
depth and playing on the counter
attack by a superbly organised
United side that visibly
outmaneuvered the more fancied
“toonsers”. A goal virtually on the
stroke of half time by  Gary Wood
was all it took on the scoring
front, but 45 minutes of superbly
disciplined defending by a back 4
of full backs Crawford and Smith
and centre backs  McKeown and
Henry contained and eventually
demoralised the league leaders
who looked like they had run out
of spirit and ideas some time
before the final whistle.

 Good news indeed on the cups
front - but there's more: after
beating East Stirlingshire 4-0 in
the last round of the William Hill

Scottish Cup, they have been
drawn to face Forfar Athletic at
North Lodge on 18th  November.
Forfar are in League One , but are
not doing well there at the
moment.  OK, they are two clear
grades higher than Formartine in
the hierarchy of the game but
from where United sit,  Forfar do
look beatable. United, at their
best, have every chance of
beating them – it's a one off,
winner takes all game with home
advantage against a team against
which we managed a fairly
comfortable draw on their
territory in a pre -season friendly
back in July.

The spate of injuries that has
assailed us since last season
finally looks to be over.  Crawford,
Wood [ironically injured against
Forfar] Henry and McKeown are
all back fighting fit and although
it has taken longer than anyone
would have wished we are now
very nearly at full strength – only
striker Gethins is out injured.

Victory over Forfar would take
United through to Round 4 of the
competition – that's when the big
guns like Aberdeen,  Rangers,
Celtic enter the fray. A game
against one of that lot,
particularly at North Lodge would
be just magic – we can but
dream.

Colin Keenan



Presenting our New & Exclusive Udny Thursday Dining club!
Now serving an exciting six course Table d’hôtel menu which is Something Rather Special!

��Includes seasonal Canapés, Fresh Bread, Amuse Bouche (pre-starter), a choice
between two Starters, two Main courses and two Desserts plus an
intermediate course.

��All dietary requirements will be catered for (please notify us when booking)
��Vegetarian options are also available upon request.
��You must have a valid 01651 842 or 843 area telephone code and an AB41

postcode, and you must join our Udny Thursday e-mailing list.
��Advance booking is essential quoting “Udny Thursday Club” each time you book.

Set price per person £30.00  Phone 01651 842337
Terms & Conditions apply and available on request,
email enquiries@eatonthegreen.co.uk

Shop open Monday to Saturday

3, Broomiesburn Road, Ellon
Telephone 01358 727850

www.facebookcom/aberdeenshirelarder
www.aberdeenshirelarder.co.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2017 – FEBRUARY 2018
Dec

3rd Pitmedden 10am First Sunday in Advent
 10th Udny Green 10am
 17th Pitmedden 10am Nativity
 17th Pitmedden 7pm Nine Lessons and Carols (Guild)
 24th Pitmedden 10am
 24th Pitmedden 6.30pm Christmas Eve Service
 24th Pitmedden 11.30pm Watchnight Service
 25th Udny Green 10am Christmas Day Service
 31st Pitmedden 10am

2018, Jan
 7th Udny Green 10am
 14th Pitmedden 10am
 21st Pitmedden 10am
 28th Pitmedden 10am

Feb
4th Udny Green 10am
 11th Pitmedden 10am
 18th Pitmedden 10am
 25th Pitmedden 10am

Mar
2ⁿd (Friday) Pitmedden 7pm World Day of Prayer (Guild)
 4th Udny Green 10am

PHONE 07801 498508  or  01651 842672

PRICE PER ITEM
(DOUBLE AND KING SIZE BED COVERS / SHEETS COUNT AS 2 ITEMS)

Or prices to suit individual requirements

PROMPT PICK UP AND DELIVERY

PRE SCHOOL PLACES AVAILABLE
EXPERIENCED CHILDMINDER

CONTACT GILL EDWARDS
TEL 01651 843039  OR 07954178602

EMAIL fayelyle@yahoo.co.uk



· All year round, secure, sheltered, hard-standing storage.
· Floodlit dusk till dawn
· B.P. Gas light stockist
· Convenient owner access
· Owner resident on site
· CCTV surveillance
· Cassoa - Gold Award

Udny Caravan Storage

and North Mains Farm Shop
Open early till late

•Local and homegrown produce  •Marmalades and Jams
•Stockist for Ola Oils  •Firewood for sale

Website: www.udnycaravanstorage.co.uk
Email:info@udnycaravanstorage.co.uk
Tel 01651842345 / mob 07764274121

NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No Office(01651) 842006

Mobile 0771 066 2557.

IAN FRASER DECOR Ltd.
HOME DECOR SPECIALISTS Office

NORTHWOOD STEADING
TARVES ROAD
PITMEDDEN
UDNY
ELLON, AB41 7PD
Tel No 01651 842006
Fax No 01651 843151
Email mail@ian-fraser.com



 this year one of our community was given a long overdue acknowledgement
of the exceptional work she has done promoting Fairtrade in our area.

Anne Aspden was nominated for, and won, the Scottish Fairtrade Forum's Volunteer of
the Year Award and was presented with it on 8th November by Councillor Paul Johnston
on behalf of the Scottish Fairtrade Forum.
Volunteer of the decade
would be more appropriate
as Anne has been
championing Fairtrade in
this area for as long as we
all can remember. She
epitomises the Traidcraft
slogan,"Fighting Poverty
through Trade".
ln 2007 she gathered
together other local people
who are interested in
developing a fairer way of
trading with the poorer
regions of the world. The
Mid-Formartine Fairtrade
group was launched. Since
then the list of events and campaigns that have been organised is too long to go into here.
Local businesses, schools, church groups, football clubs, community groups of all sorts
have all been encouraged to think Fairtrade.
We have had producers from developing countries visiting us to explain what a difference
it can make for them to receive a fair return for the food and other goods with which they
provide us.
lt is widely accepted that Anne is the dynamic inspiration behind all the these activities.
She herself is now the only person in Aberdeenshire providing Fairtrade goods on a sale or
return basis to any group wanting to run a Fairtrade stall or pop-up shop. She provides
goods from a variety of Fairtrade companies and is busy all year round packing up boxes
to supply to such groups. Her reach extends far beyond Mid-Formartine as she supplies as
far afield as Alford,  Mintlaw and Ellon.
And of course , there is the Pitmedden 5 day Bonnyton Farmhouse pre-Christmas
extravaganza in which Anne opens her home from 10 a.m - 10 p.m. to sell a huge variety
of Fairtrade goods to early Christmas shoppers. This has become a much valued tradition
in our community. People come from far and near to do their Christmas shopping and
enjoy Fairtrade refreshments in a warm and welcoming environment.
It is interesting to note that Anne was nominated for this award by someone outwith the
Mid-Formartine area, so proving the extent of her influence and reminding us nearer home
the extent of her contribution to Fairtrade.

Anne receives the award from Cllr Johston
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Funeral Directors
Est 1945

All types of funerals arranged.
Compassionate and professional

service.
Offering support, reassurance and

guidance.
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral

plans available.

Duthie Road, Tarves.
Tel: 01651 851205

 07977601046
maureen@wdmassie.co.uk

www.wdmassie.co.uk

Members of the National Association
of Funeral Directors

REFLEXOLOGY
Reflexology can improve your health through

gentle pressure on your feet. Reflexology may
help back & neck pain, headaches, painful

joints, hormonal imbalances, stress, digestive
disorders etc. And bring about relaxation

REIKI
Great For Stress Relief

Rosemary Richardson
G.S.S.R., M.S.I.R., M.A.R.,

2, Craigdam Cottages, Tarves
Tel. 01651 851612

Day and evening home visits available
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Katie Morag Project by Pitmedden P2
Our class topic is Katie Morag and we went to Macduff Aquarium.  We saw an octopus,
lobsters, a spider crab and a hermit crab with a really big shell.  We also saw a very big
flatfish called Jemima.  There were 2 divers who fed the fish and sharks. We played a game
called Litter Bugs and we played a game about food chains.  We found Tiresome Ted on
the beach, he is a teddy from one of the Katie-Morag stories.
We went to the fish shop and bought some smoked mackerel and we made pate to eat
with oatcakes at school. It was really tasty.
We invited our mums and dads and grannies and grandads to our Katie Morag afternoon
on Tuesday and then we sang some Katie Morag songs to them.  We sang Dark

Island, Katie Morag Delivers the Mail and Katie
Morag and the Birthdays.

We have really enjoyed our project this term.
Written by the P2 class.

Pitmedden School Allotment
Pitmedden School has recently acquired an allotment which is very exciting!  We are very grateful to the
parents who have helped us by putting up fencing, building raised beds and making paths for us.   Last
week P4/5 planted some raspberries, a blackberry bush and a loganberry bush as well as some
spring cabbage.  We are looking forward to going back again soon to plant some onions, garlic
and rhubarb.
If you would like to be involved in this project in any way please pop into school or give us a
call and we will be delighted to show you around. We also hope the community will help us
to keep the allotment safe.

Day of Climate Change
On Wednesday the 20th of September the Pitmedden Primary School P7’s went to
Haddo House to learn about climate change. When they got off the bus they went into the
Peat House where they made some labels that had alliteration on it and had something to
do with global warming like Pollution Poppy, Melting Megan etc. They did some
activities which was a game where we had cards with pictures on them and answers on
them. We matched them to a sheet that had images and questions. After, we split into 2
different groups one group stayed inside and read things dotted around the room and the
other group went into another room and learned about the smoothie bike. They each had a
go at making the smoothie and had a chance to taste it. They then swapped over. Once
they had lunch they went out into the garden and were looking for bugs. They found 2
hover flies someone found a bee and someone else found a baby ladybird.  P7 then started
to head back to the Peat House. Sadly their day of fun had to come to an end so they got
on the bus and went home.
By Poppy Hoey and Megan King P7



Mark Harrison
Plastering Services

Cairnhill Bothy, Tarves

Tel: 01358 761438
Mob: 07801 385980
Email:
plasterman23@gmail.com



FORMARTINE IN BLOOM
On Tuesday the 10th October Louisa and Gregor went to Meldrum Academy to collect
our award from the Formartine in Bloom Committee.When we arrived we had some snacks
then we got called to the stage to get our silver guilt award that we are proud of. Just to say
silver guilt is better than silver!
The next day we went round all the classes to show everyone in  the school what we had
won with all our work around the school to make it look bright and colourful.

Pitmedden School at Haddo Arts Festival
On the 14th of August, Primary 7 went to Haddo to sing songs for a performance with 5
other schools, they were, Daviot, Pitfour, New Deer, Barthol Chapel and Tarves. We had
been practising very hard for quite a few weeks. All the songs we sang were by Benjamin
Britten. We left school around quarter past one and we started practising from 2-6:30 but we
had a break and had hot dogs with wedges for dinner. The show started at 7. The hall was
full! The performance went really well and our class really enjoyed the experience in
addition to that we were really proud!
The next day we presented to the whole school and some parents at the Harvest Festival.
By Morven and Graeme.

Magnificent Macmillan Coffee Morning
On the 29th of September, 2017, Primary 6 hosted a Macmillan Coffee morning.  We raised £1,000
pounds by selling lots of different things (books, toys and DVD’s) as well as serving Fair Trade Tea/
Coffee and the class baked cakes and biscuits.  We had some stalls such as guess the teddy’s
name, tombola, 10p drop, guess the height of the cake and teas, coffees and cakes.
Macmillan is a cancer support team who help people who have cancer.  They have nurses which go
to people’s homes and look after them if they can’t come to the hospital and need it.  They raise
money for people who need extra help when someone in the family has cancer.
We raise money for Macmillan cancer support every year by organising a coffee morning. Thank you
to everyone who came along to support our Coffee Morning and of course MacMillan.
By Kylah and Arran P6

Health fortnight
Fire safety; Our class had a fire safety lady come in to talk about smoke/fire alarms, fires
and the dangers of fire. We learnt about house fires and what to do when there is one.
Police; When the police came we talked about Cyber bullying and internet safety. We
watched a clip about a girl round about our age. We discussed what she was doing wrong
and how she could solve it. We looked at what age you should use apps such as Snapchat,
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp etc…
First aid; We were learning about our 2nd level in first aid. We learnt about cuts and how
to treat them, burns, stings, nose bleeds and anaphylactic shock. We presented some first
aid at the Assembly.
Bike safety; We did a bit on helmet safety and safety on roads. We did a lot of research in
P6 about this so we were just revising our knowledge. It was still fun and we enjoyed it.
SSPCA; This year on our annual visit from the Scottish Society for Protection of
Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA) we learnt all about keeping animals safe and what to
do when an animal is hurt or sick. We found out facts that we didn’t know before.
We had a very busy Health Fortnight on Safety.
This article was written by Katie Malcolm-Hutcheon and Conor Cruickshank.
P7 Pitmedden School.
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Now that the nights have finally drawn in, and Halloween and Bonfire Night have come
and gone, it will not be long before Christmas is finally with us.  And it has long been a
tradition at Haddo House to mark the beginning of the Christmas period with some
beautiful singing of carols. Over the next few weeks the Haddo Choral & Operatic Society
will be hard at work rehearsing for their annual carol concerts, which will be held this year
on Sunday 10th and Saturday 16th of December. As in previous years, the concerts will
take place in the atmospheric surroundings of the chapel at Haddo House, with a full
programme of seasonal song followed by refreshments for everyone in the historic rooms
of Haddo House itself.
Dr Paul Tierney, who took on the baton for the first time last year and received rave
reviews, has chosen a beautiful programme of carols which blend the traditional with the
modern and truly has something for every taste.  Together with the mature sound of the
full Haddo choir, the concerts will also feature the young voices of the Haddo Voices
Ensemble, a small group of talented young singers who will surely delight everyone with
their beautiful singing.  Haddo has always sought to nurture and encourage young musical
talent, and is proud of many professional musicians, making their mark now, who look
back on their days with the Haddo Children’s choir as the moment when their love of
music first began. “Our Ensemble this year is again a very young group, with several new
members,” said Louise McGregor, who is Vice-Chair of the Society. “They are all very
talented, very enthusiastic and looking forward to singing some beautiful music in the
chapel”.
Over the years the concerts have become an essential part of Christmas for many of us in
the local area – and a sign that Christmas has truly begun! This year there are four
concerts to choose from, with performances at 2pm and 4pm on both 10th and 16th
December. Their popularity means that it is wise to buy tickets early.
Tickets, priced £16, include refreshments in the library at Haddo House after the concert,
and can be obtained online at hhcos.org.uk/hhcos/whats-on/buytickets/ from Monday 6th
November (Enquiry line 01651 851111).

Udny Good Companions Club
A big thank you to everyone who helped make our annual coffee morning on 28th
October a great success. A grand total of £967.40 was raised.
The entertainers for the November meeting were Newburgh WRI who gave us a super
afternoon of stories, music and songs which had everyone tapping their toes. Names
were taken for the Christmas lunch on Wednesday 6th December, members to be
seated by 1.45pm.  Following the meal Fiona G will entertain.
The committee would like to take this opportunity to wish all our members a very
Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year and thank them all for their support over the
year. Next year is our 50th Anniversary so hopefully lots of celebrations to mark the
event.
Next meeting is on Wednesday, 21st February.
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 1743, a little boy who had been playing at Aberdeen Harbour quay disappeared.

His name was Peter Williamson, aged 8.  He was the son of James Williamson, a crofter from
Hirnlay, in the parish of Aboyne.

His father and brother searched extensively for him.  The Town Bailies, sadly, felt unable to offer
much help, even though they well knew he was being held in the Old Barn in Renny’s Wynd.

In fact, Peter had been abducted by a local saddler called James Smith and sold to a wealthy and
well-connected Aberdeen merchant for 1/6d.  He was to be sent, along with 68 other boys, on a
ship to the New World, one of an estimated 600 children illegally stolen from Aberdeen in the
early 1740s to fuel Britain's insatiable need for colonial workers.

A convenient tool to acquire those workers was “indentured servitude”.  Indenture was, at best,
voluntary slavery. Poor people could sell themselves (or their children) into a life of toil for an
agreed period in exchange for a cash sum.  Inevitably though, like all "grey trades", it was
susceptible to dreadful abuse.

Actually, James managed to trace his son to the barn, but by the time he managed to get a
warrant from the local magistrate,  Peter was gone.

After an 11 week voyage the ship was wrecked on a sandbar off New Jersey.  On arriving at
Philadelphia, Peter was sold for £16 to a fellow Scot named Hugh Wilson.

In his earlier life Wilson had himself been abducted and sold. It turned out that Peter had fallen
into good hands, and was treated kindly  He even agreed to a further term of indenture in
exchange for an education. When Hugh died in 1750, he left provision for Peter in his will,
allowing the young man to set himself up.

After some (sometimes literally) incredible adventures in America he returned to Scotland. He
printed a book, “

” describing his exploits in America at a length even greater than the title.

The book detailed the connivance of Aberdeen's officials in the white slave trade. Understandably,
the City Fathers were rather offended by the accusations, and responded by imprisoning him on
false charges. They also seized his remaining books and publicly burnt them at the Mercat Cross.

On his release, he moved to Edinburgh, where he opened an enormously popular Wine and
Coffee House called ' '’.  The sensational story,
coupled with his engaging and colourful character soon attracted the attention of the legal
profession in Edinburgh, and he was encouraged to open proceedings in the Court of Session.

This time, free from the influence of those corrupt magistrates of his home town who had so
abused him, he was successful in being heard, and Aberdeen’s leaders were forced to pay him
£100.  He persevered with his case, and eventually, on 3rd December 1786, he was awarded a
further £200 damages and 100 guineas in costs.

Peter Williamson was a remarkable man. He used his resources well, and went on to be a printer
and newspaper publisher.  Later, he established Edinburgh’s first postal service.

I like to think he'd have done well in Aberdeen today!
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www.elma-events.co.uk 07831 500681

Pitmedden School dance/exercise classes
Mondays

Line Dance class at 6pm
Zumba class at 7pm

Powerhoop class at 8pm

What can I expect from using a Powerhoop?
Training with a Powerhoop gives you a firmer waistline (stronger core muscles in

the abdomen and back), and strengthens muscles in the hips, buttocks and legs.
It also improves your condition, posture and balance, and burns fat.

Contact: Elma 07831 500681 elmagetinline@btinternet.com



Dear Friends,
This is the time of year when we remember people who

are no longer with us. There is All Hallows Eve followed
by All Saints Day and All Souls Day and of course

Remembrance Sunday and all that goes along with that.
It’s a time to remember those who were part of our lives for

a time and are now no longer with us in the same way. But
it’s not just time to remember and be sad, it’s time to say

‘thank you’ for all the things that those people gave us during
their lives for these things will remain with us as long as we live.

Remembrance Sunday is always a hard one for me. I can think
back to my father and  father-in-law who both served in Burma

during the second world war and who rarely spoke about the horrors
that they had seen but it is the story of my brother that always brings a

tear to my eye as we stand in silence at the War Memorial.
Allan was my younger brother and had a learning disability. Despite that he went
on to train as a landscaper and ran his own small business in the West of
Scotland. Allan was always a little bit different to most people and he struggled
with socialising. However, he found the environment in the Territorial Army very
much suited his personality. The TA’s valued his skills and allowed him to do all
sorts of things alongside others who simply accepted him for who he was, with all
his quirks and idiosyncracies!
At the time of the Iraq War though, Allan was called up and spent some time in
the desert out there helping to build a water pipeline to provide much needed
fresh water for civilians. During that time he apparently saved the lives of a group
of young soldiers caught in a suicide bomb at a checkpoint. Seeing the flames
from his post in the desert  and unable to get anyone on his radio, he drove his
truck towards the site of the bomb with no thought for his own safety. He lifted all
the injured into the back of the truck and took them to the nearest field hospital.
After dropping them off he stopped briefly for a cup of tea (remarking only that he
was disappointed at the lack of cakes) in the canteen then rejoined his truck and
spent the rest of the day out in the desert digging the trench for his pipeline.
It was after his return to Scotland that we learned that Allan had an inherited
neurological condition that would certainly have excluded him from any kind of



51active service. His time in the desert affected his physical health so badly that
he died of pneumonia at the early age of 51.
Allan was a difficult person to live with and most people wrote him off. As a big
sister I quarelled with him many times and found him utterly frustrating. At school
they told us that he would never amount to much intellectually but my parents
refused to accept that. Allan’s story reminds me that each of us has a contribution
to make and that each person has God given gifts that they can use in the service
of others.
There was a place for Allan in this world and there is a place for every single child
born into our care. Each of us bears the image of the Creator and deserves our
respect and our support no matter what category society places them in.
As we approach the Christmas Season when we remember the birth of the
Christchild who was certainly different and may well have caused his parents
many anxious moments, let us think in particular of those who are dealing with ill
health or disability or disadvantage of any kind. Let us remember that in God’s
eyes all are precious, all are loved and all have a gift to give.

Blessings
Gillean

MACMILLAN FUN DAY
Both Kelly and I would lìke to express our sincere thanks and gratitude to all who
attended and contributed to the MacMillan charity event at our house on 30th September.
The weather was absolutely fantastic with the sun beaming down on all who gathered
during the day.
Both adults and children who came had a wonderful time from 12 noon till 6 pm.

Very special thanks go to our local businesses for their support and contributions;

Without everyone's enthusiasm from you guys, we would not
have raised such a fantastic amount - £526 to be

exact.
So thanks again, the monies will go to a very
valuable and reliable organisation, which is

much needed and very close to all our hearts.

A VERY BIG THANK YOU






