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Drum roll, please!
The Greatest Showman is coming to
Pitmedden Garden this June! We have just
secured this wonderful musical production
for our first Outdoor Cinema screening
within the Walled Garden. We certainly
cannot wait to sing along to the soundtrack,
can you?
This film needs no introduction but we do
feel obliged to give it one anyway... this
already modern classic, inspired by the
imagination of P. T. Barnum, has one of the
most memorable soundtracks of this century.
It's a film that's popularity hasn't dwindled,
particularly after Hugh Jackman's brilliant
performance at the Brits this year. How many
times can we watch this film? Never enough!
This is an outdoor screening and we do encourage everyone to dress suitably to
the weather conditions.
There will be soft and hot drinks and snacks available on the evening. Dress
warmly and bring a picnic and rug or low seating. Advance booking is advised.
More information on www.nts.org.uk/pitmedden-garden
Date: Saturday 8 June Time: Gates open 6pm; screening starts 7pm
Tickets Adult: £10.00 Child: £6.00





PITMEDDEN COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
The Pitmedden First Responders are a group formed in the village
in 2005 to assist The Scottish Ambulance Service.
The group is part of a national policy to back up the professional
side of the ambulance service paramedics and technicians who
cannot always attend incidents as quickly as they would like.
The First Responders are there to help the local community and are
tasked directly by the ambulance service control centres.
Pitmedden and the surrounding community have been very generous
with support for the service but we are looking to recruit more members to attend
incidents.
The job is completely voluntary with no pay but is extremely rewarding.
The Responder car is manned by two persons each night, we ask that you commit to a few
nights of the month.
Training is initially provided by the ambulance service over two weekends and thereafter we
hold a monthly training night at Pitmedden Church.
If you can spare a few nights we would be delighted to have you as part of the team.  Give me
a call on O773 O36 5611
Alistair Drummond
Co-ordinator, Pitmedden Community First Responders.

With recent media coverage of Swedish
schoolgirl Greta Thunberg and Sir David
Attenborough's documentaries we are all
trying our best to be more environmentally
friendly but it can be difficult. Knowing what
choices to make to reduce our landfill and at
the same time reduce our carbon footprints
can be confusing.

Well, have you
heard of the
company
Terracycle?
They can recycle
almost anything and they have teamed up
with a variety of big companies to offer free
recycling programs.
There are public drop off locations all over
the country but the local ones are:

 for plastic packaging for
crisps, nuts, popcorn and pretzels.

 for pens and plastics
pencils, and plastic packaging for biscuits,
cakes and crackers.

 for flexible
plastic packaging for pet food/treats
including wet food pouches, toothbrushes
and toothpaste tubes.

There are lots of other recycling programs,
check out the website for more details:
https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/collection-
programs - scroll down for the free schemes.
The organisations that are registered as
public drop off locations actually earn money
back that they can donate to a charity or
school. So that's less landfill and more money
for good causes. It's a win win situation.

For recycling packages should be empty of
produce and relatively clean. If you can't
make it to the drop off points but would like
to contribute feel free to contact me and I can
arrange to collect from you.

Introducing Terracycle
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Udny Community Council – May 2019 report
Representing Pitmedden, Udny Green, Hatton Crook and all their surrounding areas

Hello again to all Udny residents from your Community Council. Here we are heading toward
the end of the 2018/2019 term with nominations now open for Council membership from
any resident prior to our AGM on the 20th of June 2019.  We have 1-2 vacancies depending
on who, if any, decides to stand down this year.  We meet once a month in either Pitmedden
or Udny Green turn about over 10 months and get involved in some of the areas pressing
issues.  You are very welcome to come along, loom in and decide if you want to get involved.
Our website www.udny.online will give you times and dates of meetings.   Now for an update
on what has been going on since the previous issue of the Pitmedden News.

Community Policing.
We have a new community Police officer. PC Douglas Donald 6421 introduced himself as our
new Community Beat Policeman. It is a new role with his area reaching from Invernethy to
Blackdog.  He has already attended our Udny Green car parking meeting and plans to be
regularly seen around the area.  He reported few calls have been made to the Police regarding
the Paris.  Fortunately we live in a very low crime area.  Crime does happen though, so, beware.
A new speeding initiative called “Operation Illustrious” has been very successful and is ongoing.

Pitmedden Lighting.
After dialogue and provision of evidence of insufficient lighting following the introduction of
LED lighting in our street lamps, the Aberdeenshire Roads Lighting department completed a
light survey of Pitmedden.  They identified areas which required changes in the type of lamps
(still LED).  These changes are in the areas which were found to fall below the minimum
requirements. These areas are; the lower part of Bonnyton Road; Allathan Park, Bothwell
Terrace and Cowieson Crescent. All other areas within Pitmedden meet the current legislate
minimum lighting requirements.

Udny Green Parking Issues.
Members and residents of Udny Green met (30/04/19) with members of the Aberdeenshire
roads department to discuss and review the ongoing parking issues around the Green. A
separate note covering the conclusions of this meeting is published elsewhere in this edition.

Aberdeenshire Main Issues Report. Pitmedden Local Development plan.
UCC submitted a response to the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021, Main Issues
Report on behalf of Udny. This “Main Issues” report will inform the next “Local Development
Plan” covering the period 2021 – 2026.  Our response was based on the suggestions and
outcomes from “Imagine Udny”  project (more information below). A desire for a village
centre to be created with public areas; improvements on the approach to Pitmedden; New
Community Centre, New School and Pitmedden preferences of development areas already
identified by Aberdeenshire Council. The report in full can be viewed in UDNY.ONLINE under
the NOTICES section. The article headed ‘Local Development Plan Response’

Community Council’s will be invited to an “Issues and Actions Statement” from w/c 20th
August with a specific time for Pitmedden.  Local Development Plan to be presented to
councillors Nov’ 19, with Public Examination July 2020.
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Imagine Udny.

The outcome of the recent “Imagine Udny” project was released and published in March
2019 with advice and guidance from PAS (Planning Aid for Scotland). There are two reports.
The “Spatial Report” provides some background, vision and a strategy derived from public
consultations. The “Action Plan” documents the Projects, Themes, Timescales and
Deliverables, again derived from our public consultations. These reports provide various
options for the delivery of our Pitmedden of the future.
The two reports can be found on UDNY.ONLINE, ‘NOTICES’ section headed ‘IMAGINE UDNY
ACTION PLAN – FINAL REPORTS’.

Bonnyton Farm development. 64 homes.
Aberdeenshire Planning application reference APP/2019/0753.
Details of the Application are published on the UDNY.ONLINE website under ‘INGLESIDE
JUNCTION LAYOUT PROPOSAL’
There has been comment that the broader population of Pitmedden are / were unfamiliar
with the above proposal. The information below should provide a general overview of the
situation.

In summary. Kirkwood Homes have resubmitted their application for 64 houses. This
application retains Ingleside as the main access route to the development. While a few
options for the layout of this junction are presented the favoured option is an open junction
with ‘Give Way / Stop’ at Ingleside onto B999. Closure of the Layby at the Village shop has
also been proposed to give better visibility to southbound traffic. Parking has been proposed
for ‘Large cars’ in two bays a short distance into Ingleside. A further proposal for ‘Rigid
(delivery) Truck’ parking is north of the current pedestrian crossing ‘Zig Zag’ on the B999.
This is a short distance south of the footpath leading between the B999 to the top end of
Croftland. Further changes would involve be the redirection of the parks footpath on
approach to the B999 to align with a new Puffin Crossing which shall cross the B999 just
north of the Village shop. The current Zebra crossing is to be removed.

Aberdeenshire Roads Department, within the application documents, is said to have
indicated no objection to the proposal as it conforms to established guidelines.  We are not
sure of this.

Kirkwood propose a Speed restriction of 20mph through the village along with Speed
indicator signs and a High Visiblity ‘platform’ area around the B999, Ingleside, Park / Car Park
junction. Aberdeenshire Roads department, however, rejected this proposal at it did not
meet the ‘Criteria’ set by the council.

The application also contains an Independent Risk Assessment commissioned by Kirkwood
plus a summary of how Kirkwood have justified their proposal with information regarding
their exclusion of alternative access options.

Currently the application is shown as being ‘Awaiting Decision’.  Expiry date for Comment
was the 9th May 2019.   As of 8th May there were 55 public comments plus more to come, a
few indicated the potential benefits from village expansion.  Most, however, indicated a
concern over the Ingleside junction proposal on pedestrian safety, congestion potential,
potential increase in vehicular incidents / accidents due to the increased activity due to the
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addition of the Ingleside traffic. While we have 55 public comments registered within the
application, we may require a broader analysis of Pitmedden residents view of the proposal
as things progress.

Cairnfechel Farm applications.

Udny Community Council has expressed some concerns regarding the new “Grain Store”
under development at Cairnfechel regarding the movement of HGVs accessing the site. Our
key concern was with the suitability of the road network to support and sustain vehicle
movements other than light commercial vans and cars. An objection has been lodged with
the Aberdeenshire planning department. Aberdeenshire responded by saying the structures
were for farm vehicles and as such the planning department have advised the owners that
the restrictions of use apply. The objection has been retained pending final outcome of
activity resulting after completion.

It has been a busy period in the Udny Parish, our May meeting shall be on the 16th of May at
the Udny Green Primary School and our AGM is scheduled for the 20th June 2019 at
Pitmedden Primary School.  Meetings re- commence again on August 15th 2019.

Thank you to all who engage with the UCC, advise us of issues concerning our Parish and
support the resulting activities.

Car Parking in and around the Green of Udny Green
Udny Community Council recognises the concerns of Udny Green residents re: the dangerous
and disruptive parking of cars visiting Udny Green, commonly experienced by Udny Green
residents; the regular mounting of the pavement opposite Udny Green Hall by service
vehicles, cars and coaches, causing damage and danger to those using the pavement and the
the speed of traffic through the village.
Parking around the Green has always ben an issue. The Community Council is keen to stop
dangerous and obstructive parking and improve parking facilities available to visitors. A
meeting with Ian Daniels, Principle Roads Engineer, Formartine, Aberdeenshire Council at
the end of April on the Green allowed for a full discussion of the car parking issues and the
identification of possible remedial actions.  Aberdeenshire Council confirmed that
“herringbone parking” using plastic “grasscrete” placed on the Green was an option but was
concerned about the visual impact this would have.  They indicated it would unlikely to be
allowed on the school side of the Green because of the bus route passing along this side and
the problems that might be caused.
A number of workable options were, however, discussed.  These options are to be presented
to Udny Green residents at an open meeting in June, hopefully.  The Community Council is
keen to progress this issue as quickly as possible and move forward with solutions in the 2nd

half of the year.  The options discussed involved:
(i) Encouragement of drivers to make greater use of Fleeman’s car park next to

the school with appropriate signage directing cars to it.  Organisers of key activ-
ities around the Green would be asked to encourage those involved to use the
Fleeman’s carpark.  Signage would clearly show this was a public car park and
not just a school car park.

(ii) Consideration of some expansion of the Fleeman’s car park
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(iii) Plastic “grasscrete” mats to be laid in a “herringbone” patterns on the
edge of the Green opposite the church and/or Academy Court and/or the
Hall to increase the number of car parking spaces.

(iv) Encourage organisers of key activities to direct cars to Manse Rd – but only
from 9.00 -5.00pm - weekdays only.

(v) Udny Green Hall to open a pathway through to Manse Rd. down the side of the
hall with wheel chair access

(vi) Widening of the road in front of the hall to give better access to facilities from
Manse Rd. with herringbone parking facing onto the Green

(vii) Active discouragement of parking
a. Along the school dyke opposite the Green
b. Around the junction at the bottom end of the Green
c. In front of the Castle gates

Discouragement to involve:
d. Cards placed on badly-parked cars requesting they park elsewhere
e. Similar cards distributed to those involved in regular activities
f. White lines, hatching & no-parking signs
g. Double Yellow lines at appropriate places

(viii) One-way signs around the hall side of the Green
(ix) 20mph speed limits at all times
(x) Controlled parking on the Green for special “one-off events”
(xi) Large, heavy planters placed at the bottom corner of the Green to discourage

drivers from mounting onto the Green.
Aberdeenshire Council offered to work with the Community Council to help introduce
improvements to car parking.  Udny Green residents and visitors will be invited to an open
meeting to discuss options with, hopefully, a set of actions agreed.
Udny Community Council

Udny Participates in Fuel Efficient Driving Sessions
Over two Saturdays in March, fifteen people undertook free, individual fuel
efficient driving sessions starting from Pitmedden. Sessions involved driving
round a circuit, fuel consumption being measured and the circuit then being
repeated following advice from the Roadwise instructor.

On average, participants fuel consumption improved by 8%. Feedback was
very positive with a typical comment being- The driving lesson was brilliant.
I thought I knew it all, and I was so wrong.

The sessions were organised by Udny Climate Action under the auspices of
Udny Community Council. Funding was provided by the Udny Community
Trust and the Energy Saving Trust Scotland.
Key elements of fuel efficient driving are described here:
https://www.theaa.com/driving-advice/fuels-environment/drive-smart
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DIRECTORY OF RESOURCES AROUND UDNY
Please Note that no Area code implies 01651 (Formartine)

LOCAL SERVICES
Church Minister. Rev Gillean Maclean 843794
Dog Warden 01467 539481
Fire and Rescue Service local HQ 01224 728600 emergency call 999
First Responders Alistair Drummond 0773 036 5611
Haddo Medical Group 843468
Health Visitor Julie, Jennie, Muriel 843934
Library & Information Service A.L.I.S. 01467 532929
NHS 24 111
Pitmedden Primary School Janet Hill 842374
Pitmedden Village Hall pitmeddenpublichall@gmail.com
Police emergency call 999 For non-emergencies call 101
Udny Green Hall Raymond 0746 495 5023
Udny Green Primary School Wendy Gibson 842376

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Boy’s Brigade 1st Udny Colin Grant      colin.grant@worleyparsons.com
Brownies 1st Udny Mhari / Laura 07779639367 / 07701050267
Formartine Sports Dev’ment Colin Grant 843222
Good Companions Club Joey Sleigh 851256
Guides Shona Pullar
Mainly Music Fiona Entwistle 842412
Pitmedden Playgroup Nikki Clarke pitmeddentinytots@hotmail.com
Parent, Toddler & Baby Group Emma Louise 07975 754827
Pitmedden Garden Monique Lanz 01651 842352
PUT Printing Catriona McIntyre 842338
Rainbows 1st Udny Fiona Bramald 842568
Satori Martial Arts David Mutch 0756 8595654
Udny Tennis Club Tim Gilpin info@udnytennisclub.co.uk
Udny Community Council Colin Duncan       colinuccsecretary@gmail.com
Udny Community Trust Co. Eleanor Morris 843776 / 0743 681 1759

SHOPS and BUSINESSES
This is a list of local businesses who are currently advertising in the magazine. Their
support in keeping us going year by year is gratefully acknowledged.
Aberdeenshire Larder Food Suppliers 01358 727850
Art Gallery Tolquhon Gallery 842343
Beauticians Kate Forbes 0773 232 3215
Body Repair & Kitchen Respray Derek & Janice Ritchie 843120 / 0771 437 5770
Bookseller Claire Woodward 07977 197990
Caravan Storage Charles Black 842345
Catering (Sandwiches & Buffet) Delicious 01358 724600
Child minder Gill Edwards 843039 / 0795 417 8602
Chiropodist Douglas Leal 01358 742620

mailto:colin.grant@worleyparsons.com


Coffee Apothecary Jon & Ali Aspden 842253
Eat on the Green Craig Wilson 842337
Electrical Contractor K.F. Watson 07713 979837/01358 789739
Ellon Taxis 01358 725888
ElmaEvents Elma Robertson 0783 150 0681
Temporary Accommodation The Bothy 07789 172151
FairTrade Shop Anne Aspden 842329
Farm Shop Heather Black 842345
Garage CMB Autos 842362 / 0778 713 1853
Garden Design & Maintenance Carol Gawski 07443 498659
Hairdressing Jacqueline Reid 078 555 49040
Heavy Plant Paul Monaghan (Sheltie) 843306 / 0777 406 2111
Hotel, Pitmedden Linsmohr Hotel 842214
Hotel, Tarves Aberdeen Arms, Tarves 851214
Joinery Service Ed Grant 0778 676 6433
Kitchen Design John Willox 01358 722640
Oven Cleaning Oven2New 07710 872324
Painter/Decorator Ian Fraser 842006
Pitmedden Electrical Services 01358 721015/07788 266211
Plastering Services Mark Harrison 01358 761438/07801 385980
Plumbing Russell Grant 842332/0772 044 4718
Property Maintenance Stewart Lee 806638 / 07920 162957
Reflexology Rosemary Richardson 851612
Video Editing A.V.E. 873110 / 07717 454658
Wm Massie Funeral Directors Maureen Massie 851205

Who represents you in Government?

Local; Ward 8 - Mid-Formartine - 4 Councillors;
Karen Adam, SNP Email cllr.k.adam@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Andrew Hassan, SLD Email cllr.a.hassan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Jim Gifford, Con Email cllr.j.gifford@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Paul Johnston, Ind Email cllr.p.johnston@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Holyrood; MSP for Aberdeenshire East
Gillian Martin MSP SNP Email Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot

Westminster MP for Gordon Constituency
Colin Clark MP Con Email colin.clark.mp@parliament.uk

Brussels Scotland - 6 MEPs
Ian Duncan Con Email ian.duncan@ep.europa.eu
Ian Hudghton Green Email ian.hudghton@ep.europa.eu
David Martin Lab Email david.martin@ep.europa.eu
Catherine Stihler Lab Email cstihlermep@btconnect.com
Alyn Smith SNP Email alyn.smith@ep.europa.eu
David Coburn UKIP Email David.Coburn@davidcoburnmep.com
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Passing Comment
By Jeannie Price

Reaches for soapbox, clears throat and begins rant.

As the successful ad campaign of yesteryear for a particular brand of wood preservative
assured us, the contents did just what it said on the tin, perhaps we need a similar effort to
raise awareness amongst the motoring public, that the natty white signs in those
conveniently placed lay-bys on our roads, are there to provide exactly what they say - i.e.
“passing places”.

What seems to happen with alarming frequency is
that drivers take them literally and pass them by,
choosing instead to risk paintwork and wing
mirrors rather than pulling in and allowing the
other vehicle to pass.

Perhaps I lack the inner daredevil that sees an
oncoming bus, farm vehicle or car and decides “
I’m coming through!”but on the narrow approach
roads that criss cross Udny, it seems there’s no
shortage of cavalier types (or other subsequent
models) willing to do so.

My own particular favourite is just over the brow of the hill at Atholhill and again heading
out of Udny Green heading for the Mill Business Centre where rather than stopping, many’s
the car that simply mounts the grass verge and carries on....

All of this leads me to my other pet rant. Once I have pulled over, nothing gets my goat like
the driver who simply sails past without so much as a nod in my direction.

I don’t expect a card or flowers. I am not looking to strike up a long term relationship but
surely one could expect some form of acknowledgement or thanks - a smile, a wave, a
cheery flash of a headlight or better still a friendly “ parp parp” in passing. Perhaps courtesy
has been written out of the Highway Code since the last I looked?
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Bonnyton Farm Development and its road access to the B999 via Ingleside
Kirkwood Homes Ltd. have been planning the development of the Bonnyton Farm site next
to the existing Croftlands housing for some time now.  Access to the B999 is proposed via
the existing Croftlands junction and by the re-opening of Ingleside next to the Co-op.
Aberdeenshire Councillors recently (February 2019) turned down Kirkwood’s “Masterplan”
for this development on the basis a road access to the B999 via Ingleside was not
unacceptable.  Despite this, Kirkwood submitted on the 1st April a planning application –
APP/2019/0753 - for (64) houses on the Bonnyton Farm site with a road access onto the
B999 at Croftlands and Ingleside.  Aberdeen Council’s “Standards for Road Construction and
Adoption” dictate that any road serving in excess of 100 houses must have at least 2 points
of access.  These accesses require to be designed and constructed in accordance to these
standards.  The Ingleside road junction proposed by Kirkwood is set out on the Community
Council website:
http://udny.online/library/notices/337/ingleside-junction-layout-proposal

Pitmedden residents and the Udny Community Council, speaking on their behalf, have re-
peatedly objected to the Ingleside access on grounds of road safety, traffic disruption and
village amenity.  These objections were presented to the Council as:

(i) Road safety concerns were the principle reason why Ingleside was not previously
opened up 12 or so years ago due to the proximity to the junction of the shop, the school,
the village hall and the park. Nothing has changed since that original assessment was made.
None of these facilities have moved away and the proposed layout of the Ingleside road
junction only partially addresses the associated road safety concerns. The removal of the
layby outside the shop will improve the visibility of traffic approaching the junction from
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the north but, its removal will necessitate shoppers arriving by car to use the car park
across the road. This car park is often full to capacity and will require shoppers when it is
full, to park dangerously elsewhere. Shoppers will have to cross the road using the new
Puffin crossing disrupting the flow of traffic at peak times when many people use the shop.
Pedestrians using the shop will face increased road safety risks with road traffic passing
close to the shop from Ingleside. Pedestrians will have to navigate Ingleside when
immediately leaving the shop if they are from the south. The Puffin crossing will, of course,
alleviate some risks for those having to cross the B999. Maybe a Puffin crossing will be
required on Ingleside and opposite the school as well.

(ii) Traffic Disruption caused by the opening up of Ingleside is expected to be significant and
will add to road safety issues. The B999 immediately adjacent to the Ingleside access is
regularly

used by those accessing either the school, the hall, the park or, in fact, the Chinese take-
away further down the road, to temporarily park their cars. This parking will both reduce
visibility for those cars leaving Ingleside and make it difficult for vehicles to enter or leave
Ingleside. The introduction of the Puffin crossing in front of the shop next to the Ingleside
access will cause traffic to build up across the Ingleside access and disrupt traffic
movements. Traffic movements through village are, at times, extremely difficult, because of
parked cars. The movement of cars into and out of Ingleside will add to this difficulty.
Parking provision beyond that offered by the established car park is, however, required for
those using the school, the hall and the park. Parking restrictions on the B999 will not
remove this problem.

(iii) Loss of amenity. The Udny Community Council, supported by the Udny Community
Trust, has recently completed a large community consultation involving PAS to help develop
ideas for the future development of Pitmedden and its surrounding areas. This output from
this project, named "Imagine Udny", is being including in the Main Issues Report under
preparation by Aberdeenshire Council and, we expect, will be included in Local
Development Plans for Pitmedden. Imagine Udny has imagined, withe full support of
residents, the area around the shop in Pitmedden, around the school, the park and the
village as hall, as becoming the recognisable centre of Pitmedden giving the village a
recognisable "sense of place". The opening up of Ingleside as a road access to the Bonnyton
Farm development would effectively turn the centre of Pitmedden into a poorly-
constructed road junction. This would prevent or effectively discourage many of the
interventions which are planned within Imagine Udny. These interventions include
landscaping in the park opposite the shop, the erection of unique details such as sculptures
to mark the centre and road markings and road features which slow traffic and emphasise
the pedestrian use of the space as well as its use by road traffic. The opening up on
Ingleside as a road junction on to the B999 would significantly reduce the amenity value of
this location. These three reasons cause the Udny Community Council to object strongly to
the opening up of Ingleside as a road access to the Bonnyton Farm development

These concerns and those of the Pitmedden residents who have also, on their own behalf,
objected to this development, are expected to be addressed by Aberdeenshire Council’s
“Formartine Area Committee” which meets monthly to consider planning issues such as
this.  Udny Community Council follow any development with this application very keenly.
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Monique Lanz, Visitor Services Supervisor

Pitmedden Garden is getting ready for the summer – are you?
Look out for more information on our Mad Hatter’s Tea Party Weekend on 22 and 23 June
– it’s going to be an amazing weekend!
There are monthly Evening Garden Walks
from June to September which will give you the
opportunity to stroll through the Walled Garden
exclusively on a nice summer evening while our
Head Gardener Scott will give you a tour, with a
Q&A and hot drinks and biscuits to follow in the
tearoom. For everyone interested in herbs and
their histories, join our Gardeners Carole and
Marion during their Tales of the Herb Garden
sessions on 6 July.
Our Outdoor Theatre season kicks off with David
Walliams’ Gangsta Granny on 5 July for the entire family! That will be followed by Quentin
Blake’s adapted best seller, Mr Magnolia, on 18 July – outings with your children not to be
missed! Of course there’s a nice selection of dramas and classics as well: Shakespeare’s
Much Ado About Nothing on 23 July, Wuthering Heights on 14 August and Franken-
stein on 16 August.
This August, Pitmedden Garden will put on an entire Tribute Music Fortnight – having fun is
guaranteed! Get your hips swinging during the Swinging Sixties Concert on 2 August,
followed by the one and only Dan Hadfield who will perform as Gary Barlow on 3 August!
One of THE tribute bands is coming back to Pitmedden Garden this summer on 9 August:
ABBAmania! So get your fancy dresses out and dress to impress!
And on Sunday 10 August, Little Mix Magic are joining us for a fantastic performance with
all the popular sing-along hits. Don’t miss out on your chance to meet them during their Meet
& Greet after the concert!
We cannot wait for the summer to kick off! Secure your tickets now and book online on
www.nts.org.uk/pitmedden-garden, or visit us at Pitmedden Garden: Open daily from 10:30-
16:30 until 30 September, and in October Fridays to Mondays from 10:30-16:30.

Abbamania

The Lion Parterre at Pitmedden Garden



M
ay 31st



Good Companions Club
Good Companions Club
The April meeting was an in-house games afternoon with bingo and quizzes which
had the members grey matter working! Russell Taylor from Ellon made a welcomed
return for the May meeting. He kept everyone entertained with Scottish music and
songs and a few stories.  Names were taken for the outing to Ballater on Wednesday
5th June. The bus leaves the school car park at 1pm.
The outing is the last meeting of the session. It has been good to see new faces
joining us over the year but still plenty room for more over 50s!
Meetings resume on Wednesday 18th September at 2pm in Pitmedden Public Hall
when Roy Rhodes will be the entertainer for the afternoon.

SERVICE PATTERN FOR JUNE – AUGUST 2019

June 2ⁿd Udny Green 10am
 9th Pitmedden 10am Pentecost
 16th Pitmedden 10am Fathers Day
 23rd Pitmedden 10am
 30th Pitmedden 10am

July 7th Udny Green 10am
 14th Pitmedden 10am
 21st Pitmedden 10am
 28th Pitmedden 10am

Aug 4th Udny Green 10am
 11th Pitmedden 10am
 18th Pitmedden 10am
 25th Pitmedden 10am

"This is really the only way to see who
gets church nursery duty."

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Ron Morgan

Reprinted with permission

Sorry, you
haven't been
approved by
Immigration

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Tim Oliphant

Reprinted with permission
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Dear Friends,
It’s official, we are moving! The Manse is already full of boxes and many trips are
going to be made to charity shops and to the tip with all sorts of things that we have
accumulated. Some things that we haven’t needed in 6 and a half years and really should
have got rid of before we came to Udny Green!
It’s sad to be saying goodbye to some much loved pieces of furniture and books and
ornaments and memorabilia but sadder by far to be saying goodbye (for now) to the people
that we have met.
There are the folks whose weddings I have conducted, whose children I have baptised. There
are those who have lost someone they loved and who’s loved ones funerals I have conducted.
And again all those I have come into contact with in our schools and nursery. I have now
seen some little ones from birth into school and all of this has been a great privilege. I have
enjoyed too, listening to the stories and reminiscences of our older folks and accompanying
them through illness and difficult times.
All of these things are just a part of the job of being a parish minister and sadly my age and
stage of life demands that I look for a different type of challenge if I am to continue. At 63, I
am now needing more than one Weetabix to get through the busy days in my year!
I have been invited to be minister in
Lausanne, Switzerland, to a congregation
of 120 people. The congregation hosts 23
different nationalities all of whom share
the common language of English.  The
task is quite different to that of a parish
minister although I am sure there will be
different challenges ahead.
Clearly the God of surprises has not
finished with me yet and his plans for me
don’t yet include the retirement that I was
planning for 2020!
We are excited, of course and a little
nervous. Will we settle? Will our French be good enough to deal with our everyday needs?
When will we see our friends and family? Will they come to visit us? What kind of
challenges will the congregation offer us?
But the most pressing issues for now are being able to say goodbye well. My husband James,
will miss the cut and thrust of his retirement job in the Coffee Apothecary and the new
friends he has made both there and in the villages. I will miss everything about Udny and
Pitmedden, the beauty of the place and most particularly the people.
Finally, I want to say ‘thank you’ to every single person I have come into contact with. My
congregation have been such wonderful and supportive friends to me and I love them all.
Everyone to do with our villages has been welcoming and helpful and inordinately kind and
there will be more than a few tears as we leave at the end of June.
I have been blessed to have been a part of the life of this community for this time in my life
and thank God for you all.
With much love
Gillean (and James)
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At 10 am on Tuesday mornings during term time,
Pitmedden Church is buzzing with young families as
we gather for a session of music and rhymes, followed
by a healthy snack. The grownups are served with tea
, coffee, cakes and chat, while the children have a play time.
We have a lovely team of volunteers who cheerfully
welcome families, hold babies, join in the actions, serve up

refreshments and offer a listening ear. We celebrate the good things and do our best
to support families through difficult times with prayer and practical help.
In February we had a training day at Inverurie West Church and enjoyed meeting up
with other Mainly Music teams from around Aberdeenshire. Jo Hood , the founder of
Mainly Music came over from Australia to lead the day. These times are always
encouraging and refreshing.

It has been good to support Tear Fund
by occasional collections at Christmas,
through the Big Breakfast and June’s
wonderful knitting stall!
We have sent £817.75 and
some of that will be doubled by
the U.K. government’s match
funding scheme.
Tearfund is a Christian charity,
called to follow Jesus wherever
the need is greatest around the
world, helping people no matter
what their faith is.
They work alongside local churches and
organisations in over 50 countries to
help people realise their plans for a
better future.
They have been working for more than
50 years and will not stop till poverty
stops.

A recent initiative in Pakistan organised
rubbish collection and recycling,
improving the local environment and
health and well being of the children.

This provided employment for
the collectors and prevented
children from suffering from
toxic fumes from burning
rubbish.
The U.K. government will match
fund gifts made until May 17th.
Look out for news on the Church

notice board and thank you for your
support!

The Guild Coffee Morning
on 11th May raised the
sum of £594.25.

The Guild Team would
like to thank all who
contributed in any way to make this
such a successful morning.

Your support is greatly appreciated. from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Martin Bucella

Reprinted with permission
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ake Time
A Meditation on Mind Maintenance

Take time to dream,
it is hitching your soul to the stars.

Take time to work,
it is the price of success.

Take time to think,
it is the source of power.

Take time to play,
it is the secret of perpetual youth.

Take time to read,
it is the foundation of knowledge.

Take time for worship,
it is the highway of reverence and washes
the dust of the earth from your eyes.

Take time to be friendly,
it is the road to happiness.

Take time to help and enjoy friends,
it is the source of happiness.

Take time to love and be loved,
it is the sacrament of life.

Take time to laugh,
it is the music of the soul.

Take time for beauty,
it is everywhere in nature.

Take time to look around,
it is too short a day to be selfish.

Take time for health,
it is the true treasure of life.

It’s easy to lose ourselves - our souls - in the
daily grind of sarcasm and drudgery.  We can
mistake pessimism for reality,  truisms for
wisdom.  We look for light and for love in the
wrong places.  It’s not in the darkness.
Think, if only for a few seconds, on the
meditation above. You don’t need to do it in a
“religious” way, nor even very deeply. Don’t
sweat every line.  Just be cautious if cynicism is
a habit with you.
It’s stated more concisely in Philippians 4;8.
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Have you noticed the flower tubs in
Pitmedden? They make a big difference to
our village, and are planted and maintained
entirely by volunteers.

Want to join in? We will be planting out
summer flowers around the time your
Pitmedden News arrives on your doorstep.
Come and speak to any of us if you want to
help plant, water or even better weed.

Contact Catriona on 07950 801486

Chop Your Own
Here at Mill of Allathan we have a preposterous amount of firewood as a result of
having had to clear many of the dead and dying elms along the Bronie burn.  There’s
more than we’ll ever be able to use.

We’ll have to send it away soon, but before then anyone from the area who’d like to
take some (perhaps for an elderly neighbour or relative) is welcome to come up and
help themselves to whatever they might need.  You can either chop it here or take away

to work at home.  Profits
from contributions will
go to PUT for village
flowers and the print
shop.

It’s all hardwood and
suitable for hearth and
patio fires, although
much of it will need
stored a while to dry out
properly before burning.

Give me a call or text to
set a date to pick some
up.  My mobile number is
0787 6654 963

Bob McIntyre
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UDNY TENNIS CLUB is a friendly amateur tennis club with excellent
facilities located in the village of Pitmedden. Our members come widely from
the surrounding areas of Udny, Inverurie and Ellon. We also welcome some
members from Aberdeen as we are just a short drive from the north of the
city. We have a small clubhouse and two excellent courts with floodlight
facilities for year round play, both day and night. We welcome all abilities, from beginners to
advanced players. There are regular adult coaching sessions led by our in house coach, and
private lessons are also available if desired. Adult social tennis sessions take place every
Thursday evening and Sunday morning, year round. There is also an informal ladies group on
Tuesday afternoons and an adult cardio tennis fitness class on Friday mornings. We have
recently also played host to sessions led by the Judy Murray Foundation, which were
thoroughly enjoyed by all participants. All sessions, of course, are weather permitting.
There are plenty of opportunities too for competitive play. We have mens’ and ladies’ teams
in the NESTLA leagues, with our ladies’ team doing exceptionally well and winning
promotion last year. In addition, there is the opportunity to participate in the Buchan League
and Buchan tournaments and we also hold fun annual club championship competitions for
ladies’ singles and doubles, mens’ singles and doubles, and mixed doubles too.
Our junior members are not forgotten either. During the summer season, Monday evening is
the Juniors night and they enjoy competing in their own annual championships. Our coach
offers regular coaching sessions to school aged children aged 5 years and upwards.  There are
tennis camps during the school holidays, and In 2019 our club is also offering LTA Tennis for
Kids sessions again. Tennis for Kids is a fun starter course for kids aged between 4 and 11
who have never played tennis, or have played very little before. Packed full of games and
drills to get kids active, it also gives parents the chance to join in too.
For more details on all these activities, membership details, where to find us and much more,
please visit our website; https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/UDNYTennisClub or email us on
utcinfo@icloud.com.

You can also find us on Facebook where up to the minute news is posted regularly. We look
forward to seeing you on the courts soon!
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The season ended at the end of April and Formartine finished,
disappointingly by their recent standards in fourth place.  That for the
those uninitiated into the ways of the Scottish Highland Football  League
[a.k.a The Highland League], was from a total of 18 teams. The
disappointment in this is that although 4th out of 18 from a team with
probably the smallest immediate community base in the entire League
[some will argue that Brora has a smaller population than Pitmedden] is,
in objective terms, a decent enough performance, the fact remains that
United having been runners up the previous season were widely tipped to
go one better this time out.

What went wrong then? Well, apart from having a pretty disastrous
September when it looked like they could scarcely buy a win, they showed
a fault line that  has been there for a few years and  shows up
intermittently when it does its damage.  On these occasions, the team
look like [either collectively or in too many individual cases], that they
have under-estimated the strength of the opposition.  It never shows
against top end or highly fancied sides but can show up against less
fancied teams in the lower half of the league. Draws with Rothes [twice],
Huntly and Strathspey are cases  of it emerging to lead to dropped points
whereas the last game of the season at Nairn , like a earlier ones against
Buckie and Wick lead to defeats.

The danger of this foible is that the league is just so competitive that
teams from the lower reaches are, on their day, well capable of inflicting
serious damage to those much further up the pecking order.  If one of
them shows even a hint of taking things easy they are more than likely to
be punished for it.   If the lower sides sense that sort of weakness it's a bit
like scenting blood; their competitive instincts are heightened, belief soars
and the game takes on an entirely different complexion from what had
been anticipated. Champions don't show that kind of weakness; United are
not [yet] champions.

Thankfully, its only an occasional, intermittent fault and both the manager
Paul  Lawson and his assistant, Russell Anderson  are such competitive
characters that the tendency should be eradicated.  It's unlikely to be easy
though, because good players need a wee edge of arrogance and belief in
their own abilities to sustain the confidence needed to take necessary risks
and attempt the unorthodox moves  needed to open up defences and win
games.

Formartine United





 The end of the season brought a significant milestone in the club's
history: Formartine United completed their 10th season in The
Highland League, something that would never have been more than a
gleam in the eye of Eddie Edmond and the others who founded the club
back in 1948.

Not only has the club attained this level which sees them playing in the
Scottish Cup each season but also in the foundation tier of the pyramid
which runs right through by means of play offs, promotion and relegation
to the  Premier League. The transition from Amateur, through Junior [part
Amateur/part Professional] to  Senior [Professional] is complete.

Clearly the club's ambition is to move forward in the Senior ranks and the
evidence is that they are not far short of doing so. These 10 seasons have
seen the 18 teams in the league each having completed 340 games.  A
league constructed on these 18 over that period would see them playing
for potentially 1020 points. Chris Souter of Fitba North has done just that
and it reveals the following:

Cove Rangers top it with 784 points [hardly surprising since they have
won the title 4 times and been runners up thrice ]

However despite never having won it yet,sheer consistency over the
period places Formartine United second with
680 points, ahead of Brora [who have one it
twice] on 647.

 United have defied those who said they
couldn't survive at this level of the game.  The
hard evidence is that not only have they done
so for a decade now, but have competed at
the very highest standard it provides.

 Interestingly, at the time of writing, Cove
Rangers are likely to step up to the next tier –
they need only to avoid losing by more than 4
goals to Berwick Rangers in their last play-off
game to be promoted.  If/ when that happens
it will likely be a 13 team SHFL but one where
the chances of  United, Brora and the Broch
among others  of moving up too will be
enhanced.

Colin Duncan

"I yearn for the good old days
when, instead of hating
politicians, voters were merely
apathetic."

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Harley L. Schwadron

Reprinted with permission
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