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Bonnyton Farm development and the
Re-Opening of Ingleside

Planning permission refused by the Formartine Area
Committee Tuesday 3rd September

Planning permission was refused because of concerns regarding road safety
and road congestion on the B999 as it passes through Pitmedden if Ingleside
was re-opened.  Concern was also expressed re:  the loss in amenity within
Pitmedden and the effect this would have on Pitmedden businesses located
around the proposed junction.  The Udny Community Council spoke to the
committee re: road safety & road congestion.  The Udny Community Trust
spoke re: our ambitions for Pitmedden as set out by the “Imagine Udny”
project.
We were pleased our elected Aberdeenshire Councillors representing
Formartine unanimously agreed, without the need to go to a vote, to refuse
planning permission.  The developers are, however, now expected to appeal
this decision, so this is not the end of it.  This appeal is likely to be heard by a
Scottish Government appointed Reporter.  Given the new set of objections
raised by the CO-OP, we are can be hopeful any re-opening of Ingleside will
be avoided.
Thank you to everyone involved.  This was a real community effort.  Our
various groups worked well together with 90+ local residents turning up for
the August open meeting called to discuss this.  Good work everyone.

Garth Entwistle
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Car Parking in Udny Green
Some solutions

Udny Community Council was approached early 2019 by Udny Green residents living
around the Green to look into the car parking.  They were very concerned by the difficult and
dangerous parking habits of those visiting Udny Green to access the Green’s various facilities
– the Church, the Hall, Eat on the Green, Art on the Green and the school and all those events
that are encouraged and enabled by these facilities.  On many occasions, residents were una-
ble to access their drives, public busses found it difficult to pass through the Green and on
some occasions had to reverse and find alternative ways through to Pitmedden.  Just driving
through the Green was, at times just dangerous.
The Council organised a meeting with a walk-around the village to identify areas of concern.
Ian Daniels, Head of the Formartine Roads Department, Aberdeenshire Council was able to
join us and advise us what was possible.
From this meeting we were able to put together a questionnaire for residents with several pos-
sible solutions.  This was coupled with another meeting where residents used markers to iden-
tify their preferences. Red Dots for “not acceptable” and Green Dots for “acceptable”
solutions.   This data produced 3 clear “Green Dot” choices,

(1) Clear signage to the Fleeman’s car park.  Signage that was appropriate to a conserva-
tion area.  Event organisers to encourage their visitors to use the Fleeman's car park.

(2) Broad white lines by the school wall and down to Manse Rd. to stop drivers
parking. Udny Green school and Art on the Green to be invited to create attractive
and appropriate signage

(3) Half barrels to stop vehicles mounting the green at the bottom corner by Art on the
Green.

These outcomes were presented to Udny Green residents on Tuesday 3 July. Ian Daniels of
Aberdeenshire Council has taken these away to formulate a plan that will satisfy any legal
requirements.  We will now be presented with a number of options including traffic-calming
measures.  We are hoping some of these outcomes can be approved within a short time-
frame. Finance may be a problem.  Once we have this information we will share the results
with local residents and businesses.
Udny Community Council

STOP the opening up of Ingleside
- To give access to the proposed development of the Bonnyton Farm OP2 site

A report of the August public meeting
On Thursday 8th August, right in the middle of the school holidays, approximately (90)
Pitmedden residents got together to voice their concerns about the proposed opening-up of
Ingleside and the development of the Bonnyton Farm site.  This meeting, probably the
largest-ever meeting of Pitmedden residents outside of school, highlighted very clearly the
concerns Pitmedden has regarding road safety, road congestion, the safety of pedestrians –
particularly school kids – and the impact the opening up of Ingleside would have on the
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quality of life for most of Pitmedden and the attraction of living here.  A number of those
attending clearly indicated they would move away from the area if this went ahead.
The Udny Community Council and the Udny Community Trust will ask to speak to
Aberdeenshire Council’s “Formartine Area Committee” when it meets early September
(03/09/19) to consider again this planning application.  On previous occasions this committee
has not accepted this application on the grounds the proposed road access was not suitable
and did not meet Aberdeenshire Council requirements.  The Bonnyton OP2 site was only
included in our Local Development Plan after the developer had appealed to the Scottish
Government Reporter after Aberdeenshire Council turned down their application.
The Community Council will report the results of this meeting at its September meeting on
Thursday September 19th.  You are welcome to attend this meeting and join in our discussion
of the results.  The concerns of residents will be firmly presented by Community Councillors
on the 3rd September.  The Community Trust will emphasise how this Ingleside development
would impact on the ideas put forward as part of the “Imagine Udny” project.  This project
identified the area in front of the Co-op as an area where a clear and distinct centre for
Pitmedden could be developed with landscaping, traffic calming measures and imaginative
and safe pedestrian places.  If Ingleside is opened up these plans will clearly need to be
changed.
The August meeting confirmed that Pitmedden did not want Ingleside to be opened up.  It
was closed, maybe 20 years ago, for good safety reasons.  Little has changed since then.  The
school, the hall, the shop, the park and the car park still cluster around this space.  Pitmedden
did not want the developer to offer further mitigation measures that would help make an
Ingleside junction more attractive.  Pitmedden did not want this Ingleside development full-
stop.  Some residents did not want any development at Bonnyton Farm at all.  Many thought
construction traffic passing by their houses within the surrounding area would be hugely
disruptive.  Lets hope the September meeting can support the views of Pitmedden residents.
Udny Community Council

Udny Green Hall
- Its re-organisation and re-development

The Udny Green Hall has been re-organised as a SCIO – a Scottish Charitable
Incorporated Organisation.  This gives it a more modern, efficient and effective legal
structure, ready for the rest of the 21st Century.  Through this autumn the hall will be
recruiting members of this SCIO who, in-turn, will appoint the hall’s Management
Committee at our next AGM.

We will probably much the same group of people we have just now running the hall
plus, we hope, some new blood.

The hall’s finances are in good shape and the structure is pretty sound.  We have
commissioned our architect, Andrew Keir of Aboyne, to draw up plans for a new chair
store out on the RHS of the building with access through the two existing window bays
down on the bottom right of the hall.

These windows were not replaced when the hall was refurbished back in 2015 with the
expectation, they would be removed soon enough to give access to this new chair
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store. This will make it much easier for our hall keeper and our hall users to get
chairs out into the hall and back into storage.

The way we have always done it through the hatch below the stage is just difficult.
This was alright when everyone worked on farms but not now.

The more ambitious plans for the LHS with a new kitchen extension and stair-block
that allowed the area under the stage to be opened up as a lounge will have to be
delayed until sufficient funds are found.

Come and join us at our November AGM and support the work of the management
committee.

Garth Entwistle

Chair, Dr Spence Memorial Hall SCIO

Whisky Hammer is an online whisky
auction business - the simplest way is to
think of us as the ‘eBay for whisky’.  We
host auctions once a month which sell
bottles on behalf of sellers from around the
globe to our international base of whisky
buyers.  Anyone can sign up as a member to
buy and/or sell whisky - drinkers, investors
and collectors alike.
The business was formed by my brother
Craig and I in 2015, resulting from our
passion for whisky and likewise our interest
in collecting and valuing whisky. Raised in
Macduff - on the doorstep of the Speyside
region and hence surrounded by some of the
finest whiskies in the world - it has always
been a keen interest of ours.
From just the two of us in 2015 we now
have an additional five full-time staff
members.  We are currently based in Ellon
in small industrial premises.
So what have you in store for the quarry?
We are planning to develop brand new
premises that will allow the auction business
to continue to grow further - we are

currently auctioning around 1,500 bottles
each month but hope to increase this
significantly once the new premises are
finished.  The building will also allow us to
diversify slightly to offer a more ‘all-
round’ experience for our visitors, including
a whisky shop, tasting room and
a ‘collector’s wall’ with some incredibly
rare whiskies available to browse.  We have
spent a lot of time ensuring that the design
of the building will fit both
the surrounding area and the strategy of our
future growth plans.
It all sounds very exciting. What are the
timescales for the proposed tourist
attraction?
Building works will commence soon and we
hope to have transferred the business across
to the new site early in 2020.  We are
incredibly excited about the project and look
forward to contributing to the local
economy.

You can find out more about Whisky
Hammer online at
www.whiskyhammer.co.uk

Whisky Business To Develop At Pitmedden Quarry
An exciting new development is in store at the quarry outside Pitmedden. We caught up
with Daniel Milne, one half of the duo behind the venture, and began by asking him to
tell us about his business “Whisky Hammer”.
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Your August update from Udny Community Council.
Udny Community Council 2019 – 2020 session is now underway, representing the residents
of Udny.
Please join us in welcoming our new Chairman, Paul Bailey. Paul has taken over from Garth
Entwistle who has effectively fulfilled the chairman role for a number of years and now feels
it is time for another to take the Chair. We thank Garth for his engagement, support and
passion shown regarding issues related to Udny and appreciate his ongoing input as a council
member.
 The balance of UCC members making up the nine councillors permitted by the constitution
are: Colin Duncan (Secretary), George Duncan, Matt Kaye, Rob Henderson, Garth Entwistle,
Peter McAllister, George Bruce and Heather Black.
As you shall be aware the UCC meetings are open to the public, the meeting calendar being
posted in the UDNY.ONLINE website NEWS section (also a copy at foot of this article). We
welcome resident’s attendance.
Our August meeting shall be held in Pitmedden Hall at 7:30pm, Thursday 15th August 2019.
The UCC meetings are often attended by your Aberdeenshire councillors. The meeting is
open to all residents. If you have a desire to present a comment or question to our councillors
on matters relevant to Udny then please advise the UCC secretary and Chair so as we may
include the items in our agenda.

What is currently happening in Udny

Bonnyton Farm Proposed development of 64 homes by Kirkwood Homes.
A Critical date to remember ….. The application (APP/2019/0753) is due for review by
Aberdeenshire / Formartine comittee on September 3rd 2019.  Any individual communication
with the Planning office and / or Formartine councillors should be completed in time for the
committee to receive and review..
The main issue for Pitmedden residents is around Kirkwood Homes seeking access to the
development through the re-opening of Ingleside / B999 junction.
There shall be a public meeting held in Pitmedden Village hall, 8th August at 7:00 pm, with an
invite having been delivered to each household in Pitmedden. The intension of the meeting is
to deliver a brief history of the Planning Application, hear the voices of the residents and
determine ongoing actions should objections be significant.
For those who did not manage to attend the meeting the information below provides a brief
history of the planning application to date.
In Brief ...

�� Developers’ application indicates Ingleside being the only viable option. Access
from the North or from the South (new road) have been discounted due to the
apparent need for acquisition of land or property to provide access, cost inhibited.

�� Road Safety Audit report commissioned by Kirkwood of the 4 junction proposals.
All options indicated an element of risk with the final proposed junction design
(option 3, being closest to that submitted). Proposed junction design indicates an
increased risk of pedestrian injury. Also states that the proposed design does NOT
mitigate the risk.

�� Current Proposed Junction Configuration. Removal of Co-Op lay-by in providing a
‘visibilty splay’ of 2.4mtr x 59mtr





�� Indicative Parking Locations . Shown on plans for Cars as two ‘bays’ a short
distance in from B999 on the north side of Ingleside (shop side). A further two
‘bays’ shown as being on the southbound side of B999 located adjacent to the
Property two up from the Co-OP opposite the park. Relative to Rigid Truck
(delivery vehicles) the proposal is simply replacing a car ‘bay’ as a Rigid Truck
‘bay’.

�� Aberdeenshire Roads and AberdeenshireTransportation Department have no
objection to the proposed junction layout.

�� Schooling ...  No objection but has made comment that there may be capacity
pressures at Meldrum Academy.

��  Medical -
 NHS Grampian would be expecting Developer Obligations to be used towards
the provision of additional capacity at Haddo Medical Group to accommodate the ad
ditional patients.
…ongoing recruitment issues faced by GP practices which is well documented

�� Developer obligations -
o Affordable Housing

Provision of 16 units onsite for Social Rented Housing.
o SecondaryEducation

Contributions towards the provision of additional capacity within Meldrum
Academy.

o Sport and Recreation
Contributions towards a 3G pitch at Meldrum Academy.

Should you wish to submit your viewpoint to the Council committee prior to the Planning
review of 3rd September please address your comments to – Formartine Area Councillor list is
available on Udny Trust facebook page and Udny.online
Cairnfechel Farm development. Due to Concern having been expressed by a number of Udny
Green residents over the level of activity underway UCC engaged with JKR, new owners of
the farm in understanding the level and scope of change underway.  A site visit by the Chair
and vice chair at the invitation of JKR resulted in a full understanding of the works and plans
for the Farm. JKR indicated they would contact their Udny neighbours with a communication
advising of their intent.
Tillycorthie Mansion House. Application for creation of a wedding venue at the Mansion
House. UCC had reviewed the application and had discussed the issues with a representation
of Tillycorthie residents. As a result, after UCC consideration of the proposed development,
registered an objection to the planning application. Developer contacted UCC directly in
response, UCC replied with an open invite for the developer to attend one of the UCC
meetings. This invite was not taken up. Aberdeenshire council had rejected the proposed
plans due to concerns over access to the castle grounds for coaches. Subsequent modified
plans for adjusting the entrance, on a listed building and boundary walls, were submitted
which again raised strong objection by the resident’s with UCC supporting the residents
objection and submitting a UCC written objection. Nothing further has happened to date.

Imagine Udny,
Earlier this year we received the outcome reports prepared by PAS based on the consultations
held with the residents over a few meetings in the later part of 2018. These reports were
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CLOCK REPAIRS
All types of Traditional Clocks,

Grandfather Clocks a Speciality

Repairs carried out by a time served craftsman.

Estimates given prior to repairs

Tel 01651 842216

Mob. 0793 217 3090
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loaded to the UDNY.ONLINE website for anyone to review. A joint forum of UCTC, UCC
and PAT reviewed the proposals and put forward three areas as priority projects.
Once the Bonnyton Farm issue has been concluded it is intended to arrange a meeting open to
all, to present the vision and solicit input and comment from Udny residents.

Local Development Plan – follow-up.
Aberdeenshire Council are due to review the LDP and responses, Formartine Area Committee
meeting has been scheduled for 10th and 11th of September at Kirk Centre Ellon. The
meetings are open to the public, no participation allowed. Further Area committee meetings
scheduled for 3rd October, then presented to Aberdeenshire Council meeting of 21st

November.

Tidy Village Scheme.
Once again we have been awarded a grant towards Village Tidy activity. An announcement
seeking volunteers had been circulated to authorised schools and groups. Explorer Scouts
have offered volunteers to execute a mass Litter in Pitmedden shortly after the School holiday
season then again Late Autumn. The grant going to the Explorer Scouts 2020 Uganda
Community Build Project.

Udny Green Parking Issue.
Parking options have been determined are now pending option costings.

UCC meeting calendar.
UCC meetings are open to the public. Should any Udny resident wish to address the
Council please contact the UCC Secretary in advance (colinuccsecretary@gmail.com).
Requests are reviewed and if relevant to Community Council remit added to the
meeting agenda.
Third Thursday of each month excluding June and December, alternating between Udny
Green Primary School and Pitmedden Primary School other than School holidays where
alternative venues shall be arranged. (NOTE: 27th August, rescheduled due to other
commitments).7:30pm to E.O.B.
Tuesday  August    27th  2019    Udny Green Village Hall
Thursday  September   19th 2019   Pitmedden Primary School
Thursday  October    17th 2019   Udny Green Village Hall
Thursday  November   21st 2019   Pitmedden Primary School
December ….. No meeting
Thursday  January    16th   2020   Udny Green Primary School
Thursday  February   20th 2020   Pitmedden Primary School
Thursday  March    19th   2020   Udny Green Primary School
Thursday  April    16th 2020   Pitmedden Village Hall
Thursday  May    21st 2020   Udny Green Primary School
Thursday  June    18th 2020   Pitmedden Primary School
July …..  No Meeting.

Did you know that the Agenda and minutes are loaded for public review on the
UDNY.ONLINE website?

Colin Duncan (colinuccsecretary@gmail.com)



I developed a hearty aversion to physical
exercise during PE lessons at school – an
aversion that stayed with me for most of my
adult life. Traumatised by being made to
complete a cross country circuit
under the watchful eye of a
stern gym teacher who
followed us in her car and
parked up around corners
from where she would roll
down her window and bark
less than encouraging
motivational phrases, the
notion of running for fun
escaped me.
Running surely, is an
exercise carried out either to
get away from something in a
hurry or in hot pursuit of a mode of transport
exiting a station….Either way, it wasn’t
something I ever pictured myself doing
voluntarily.
But fast forward (no pun intended) and here
I am in my fifties. From all accounts, we are
living longer, so we ought to do what we can
to make our old age a healthier one.
Exercising is one way to achieve this. I had
heard of the Couch to 5k programme but had
hitherto only mastered the Couch to Fridge
with a Distinction in Procrastination.
Husband recently bought a bike in his
attempts to get fitter so I thought it was time
I did something to catch up. I downloaded
the app and thought I’d give running a go.
For those not in the know, the Couch to 5k is
a programme devised by the NHS to get
non-runners like me, off the sofa and able to
run for 30 minutes without stopping, in just
nine weeks. For those ken beans who run
marathons and half marathons, perhaps the
concept of running 30 minutes is no great
deal. But for me, who couldn’t run the
length of the room, let alone choosing to do
so unless escaping a wildfire, it seemed like
a gargantuan task. Now apparently only 15%

of participants will complete 5k in 30
minutes by the end of the programme, but I
suspect Couch to 5k makes for a snappier
title. The programme builds up over the

weeks, with three runs a week,
beginning with bursts of just

60 seconds until, by week
nine, the seemingly
impossible is achieved. I,
the fully upholstered, high
back recliner of couch
potatoes actually did it – I
ran for 30 minutes without
stopping. And it felt
amazing!
To be honest, it took a

while to enjoy the running
itself. But one thing I have

absolutely loved from the first outing was
pushing myself to achieving something I
never thought I could do – that felt
immense!
Of course, it hasn’t been without its comical
moments. Like my inability to master
technology and realising one morning, that
thankfully there was nothing wrong with my
hearing – I couldn’t hear my podcast
because I was broadcasting it to the village
and not playing it through my headphones.
Or the morning on the old railway line when
my breathing was so much louder than the
frantic cyclist yelling at me from behind to
get out of the way.
I have startled deer, nearly tripped over
escaping rabbits and run in sun, rain and fog.
Since graduating from the programme I have
continued to run three times a week and
while I may not ever break speed records (in
fact I have become an advocate of Japanese
Slow Running – it’s a thing, honest, go
google it!) I love feeling fitter and only wish
I had discovered running sooner. It has taken
40 years but I got there in the end Mrs
Arbuckle. This couch potato is now
officially a runner bean.

On Your Marks…  by Jeannie Price14





Summer Time and Apple Season at Pitmedden Garden
Outdoor Theatre, Music Entertainment, Exclusive Evening Garden Walks – You can tell it’s
summer time at Pitmedden Garden!

We have had a fantastic summer so far with no less than 5 Outdoor Theatre performances
such as David Walliams’ Gangsta Granny – sold out AGAIN! – and Classics like
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing or Bronte’s Wuthering Heights. Our Music Events
got everyone to dance; nobody can sit still when Abbamania are singing Dancing Queen and
our Team even ended up back-up dancing for Totally Take That! Little Mix Magic put on a
great show and made so many little faces smile during their meet and greet! For all the
garden lovers out there, our Head Gardener Scott did exclusive evening guided tours through
the garden and our Herb Garden specialists Carole and Marion had sessions on the Tales of
the Herb Garden.

Another big summer event we were happy to introduce to Pitmedden Garden was our Secret
Garden Experience in collaboration with North Hop. We’ve had teepees, yoga and delicious
plant-based food in the Walled Garden and it has been absolutely fabulous!

Now we are looking forward to more garden events: don’t miss out on Scott’s Plant Lore
Walk on Saturday 31 August at 14:00 and another exclusive evening walk on Sunday 8
September at 18:30! This will be followed by our great Wedding Festival in collaboration
with Without a Hitch on Saturday 14 September – OPEN DOORS FOR EVERYONE 11:00-
16:00!

Of course, Pitmedden Garden & Museum of Farming Life is already gearing up for this
year’s Apple Sunday extravaganza on 29th September 2019 from 10am – 5pm. There will be
music, a magic show, local craft and produce stalls, wood turning demonstrations, vintage
tractors and lots of activities for children: crafts, ranger walks, story-telling, and of course,
lots of delicious homemade apple bakes will be on sale along our famous apples & pears
grown here in Pitmedden’s very own walled garden. Why not come along and join in the fun!

And to round up our season, we will be open AGAIN throughout October for long weekends
every Friday – Monday from 10:30 – 16:30 before we close for the winter. So get ready for
more time at Pitmedden Garden and spooky Halloween events!

For more information on upcoming events check our website:
https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/pitmedden-garden/events

Burns is Coming Back
Brace yourselves! It’s coming back! Udny Green Fundraising Burns Supper and Ceilidh will
be held on Saturday, January 11th 2020 in the Dr Spence Memorial Hall.

And if that seems a long way off, tickets, which were snapped up quicker than the
proverbial hotcakes last year, will be on sale this side of Christmas.

Watch this space for details!
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Aberdeenshire Council: call to declare a climate emergency
Udny Climate Action (UCA) has written to the Provost of Aberdeenshire calling on
the Council to declare a climate emergency. A number of councils throughout the UK
have done this and it has strong symbolic importance for organisations, businesses and
individual citizens.
In addition, UCA has asked that the Council review the present carbon reduction targets
for its own operations in the light of the pressing nature of the current situation.
The issue was discussed and rejected at the council ‘s Infrastructure Services Committee
meeting on 22nd August, but has been referred to the full council for further consideration.
UCA has been active on other fronts. A mains electricity problem led to a temporary
diesel generator being installed at Mill of Allathan to power a communications mast. This
was running night and day for weeks. As contact with the companies involved failed to
lead to action, UCA contacted the Press and Journal and the mains supply was rapidly
reinstated.
UCA is actively considering opportunities for increased tree planting in the Parish and is
planning a family friendly event early in the new year.
(UCA is part of PUT Community SCIO 045547 and is now on Facebook)

To support young people throughout the world, who have been demanding action to tackle
the climate crisis, adults are being asked to join the climate school strikes on 20th
September ahead of the important UN climate summit that week.

Those of us who are concerned about the climate emergency may wish to join the “climate
strike” in Aberdeen that day, which is being held at 11 a.m at Marischal college.

Young people have led the climate strikes. Now we need adults to join us too

The Children are Revolting…

But why should THEY have all the fun?

Older folk can join in, too. Do YOU remember the sixties?
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DIRECTORY OF RESOURCES AROUND UDNY
Please Note that no Area code implies 01651 (Formartine)

LOCAL SERVICES
Interim Church Minister. Rev. Will Stalder 806264
Dog Warden 01467 539481
Fire and Rescue Service local HQ 01224 728600 emergency call 999
First Responders Alistair Drummond 0773 036 5611
Haddo Medical Group 843468
Health Visitor Julie, Jennie, Muriel 843934
Library & Information Service A.L.I.S. 01467 532929
NHS 24 111
Pitmedden Primary School Janet Hill 842374
Pitmedden Village Hall pitmeddenpublichall@gmail.com
Police emergency call 999 For non-emergencies call 101
Udny Green Hall Raymond 0746 495 5023
Udny Green Primary School Wendy Gibson 842376

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Boy’s Brigade 1st Udny Colin Grant      colin.grant@worleyparsons.com
Brownies 1st Udny Mhari / Laura 07779639367 / 07701050267
Formartine Sports Dev’ment Colin Grant 843222
Good Companions Club Anne Grant 842332
Guides Shona Pullar
Mainly Music Fiona Entwistle 842412
Pitmedden Playgroup Nikki Clarke pitmeddentinytots@hotmail.com
Parent, Toddler & Baby Group Emma Louise 07975 754827
Pitmedden Garden Monique Lanz 01651 842352
PUT Printing Catriona McIntyre 842338
Rainbows 1st Udny Fiona Bramald 842568
Satori Martial Arts David Mutch 0756 8595654
Udny Tennis Club Tim Gilpin info@udnytennisclub.co.uk
Udny Community Council Colin Duncan       colinuccsecretary@gmail.com
Udny Community Trust Co. Eleanor Morris 843776 / 0743 681 1759

SHOPS and BUSINESSES
This is a list of local businesses who are currently advertising in the magazine. Their
support in keeping us going year by year is gratefully acknowledged.
Aberdeenshire Larder Food Suppliers 01358 727850
Art Gallery Tolquhon Gallery 842343
Beauticians Kate Forbes 0773 232 3215
Body Repair & Kitchen Respray Derek & Janice Ritchie 843120 / 0771 437 5770
Bookseller Claire Woodward 07977 197990
Caravan Storage Charles Black 842345
Catering (Sandwiches & Buffet) Delicious 01358 724600
Child minder Gill Edwards 843039 / 0795 417 8602
Chiropodist Douglas Leal 01358 742620

mailto:colin.grant@worleyparsons.com


Coffee Apothecary Jon & Ali Aspden 842253
Eat on the Green Craig Wilson 842337
Electrical Contractor K.F. Watson 07713 979837/01358 789739
Ellon Taxis 01358 725888
ElmaEvents Elma Robertson 0783 150 0681
Temporary Accommodation The Bothy 07789 172151
FairTrade Shop Anne Aspden 842329
Farm Shop Heather Black 842345
Garage CMB Autos 842362 / 0778 713 1853
Garden Design & Maintenance Carol Gawski 07443 498659
Hairdressing Jacqueline Reid 078 555 49040
Heavy Plant Paul Monaghan (Sheltie) 843306 / 0777 406 2111
Hotel, Pitmedden Linsmohr Hotel 842214
Hotel, Tarves Aberdeen Arms, Tarves 851214
Joinery Service Ed Grant 0778 676 6433
Kitchen Design John Willox 01358 722640
Oven Cleaning Oven2New 07710 872324
Painter/Decorator Ian Fraser 842006
Pitmedden Electrical Services 01358 721015/07788 266211
Plastering Services Mark Harrison 01358 761438/07801 385980
Plumbing Russell Grant 842332/0772 044 4718
Property Maintenance Stewart Lee 806638 / 07920 162957
Reflexology Rosemary Richardson 851612
Video Editing A.V.E. 873110 / 07717 454658
Wm Massie Funeral Directors Maureen Massie 851205

Who represents you in Government?

Local; Ward 8 - Mid-Formartine - 4 Councillors;
Karen Adam, SNP Email cllr.k.adam@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Andrew Hassan, SLD Email cllr.a.hassan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Jim Gifford, Con Email cllr.j.gifford@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Paul Johnston, Ind Email cllr.p.johnston@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Holyrood; MSP for Aberdeenshire East
Gillian Martin MSP SNP Email Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot

Westminster MP for Gordon Constituency
Colin Clark MP Con Email colin.clark.mp@parliament.uk

Brussels Scotland - 6 MEPs
Ian Duncan Con Email ian.duncan@ep.europa.eu
Ian Hudghton Green Email ian.hudghton@ep.europa.eu
David Martin Lab Email david.martin@ep.europa.eu
Catherine Stihler Lab Email cstihlermep@btconnect.com
Alyn Smith SNP Email alyn.smith@ep.europa.eu
David Coburn UKIP Email David.Coburn@davidcoburnmep.com
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WASTE COLLECTION
Aberdeenshire Council currently recycles around 47% of household waste. The government
target is 70%.  Zero Waste Scotland have decided not to fund any changes
needed to achieve this target, so the council have been forced to
push businesses and households into recycling more by collecting
the black bin every 3 weeks, and the blue bin twice every 3 weeks.
Food waste will still be collected every week.
At the moment this is being trialed in Mintlaw, so don’t
panic. It’s not being applied here yet.
We wait to see if the changes will be happening in Pitmedden. In
the mean time, please try to sort and rinse all that can be recycled,
and wander down to the car park with the empty bottles.
Infrastructure Services Committee chair Peter Argyle said: “One of
the key things we continue to try to impress is that we want residents
to simply think for a second about how they dispose of the waste they
generate, then use the services we provide as best they can.”

About the generator at the Vodafone mast…
George Allan’s mention in the UCA page of the generator constantly thrumming
away at the Vodafone/O2 site at Mill of Allathan has an interesting side story.

I thought it odd how slow the repair had been.  Usually the board’s linesmen are
more on the ball than that.  5 months is an extraordinary time to wait for an issue
to be resolved. It seemed even stranger when the site manager phoned me up and
asked if I was paying the electricity bill for his mast.

It turns out that the Hydro board had tried to resolve it more than once.  They had
been out repeatedly to the Vodafone/O2 mast in Udny.  However, they repeatedly
turned up at the mast at Atholhill, because that's the only site they had on record.
They’d never heard of the one at Mill of Allathan.

That, mind you, despite the fact they’d been supplying power to it for the past 20
years or so.  No-one had ever sent out a bill for the electricity.  Well they couldn’t
if they didn’t know it existed, could they?

While the generator was running it had a very interesting status panel on the side.
One of the things shown was its output, usually around 3.5 to 4 kW.

Makes me think. Say an average of 3.75 kW per hour for 24 hours, 7 days a week,
for 52 weeks a year for 20 years. That’s around 650,000 kWH of electricity, give or
take. According to UK Government conversion factors that’s 326.5 tonnes of CO2. It
takes approximately 2½ acres of broadleaf forest to capture that per year.

More immediately, think of a bill for 2/3 of a million kWh of electricity landing on
your doormat.  Compound interest on that might  “gar ye grue”, as they say.
I do hope they also remembered to pay the connection fee 20 years ago.

Bob McIntyre,
Mill of Allathan
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Good Companions Club

The Good Companions Club summer outing was held on Wednesday 5th June.
It rained from the time we left until we returned but that didn't dampen our
spirits one little bit! Over 40 members set off for Ballater ready for an afternoon
of fellowship and fun.
On arrival in Ballater everyone made their way to various cafes for a fly cup.
Then it was onto the shops, the new railway station museum and the famous
sweetie shop.  Back onto the bus at 4.30pm and headed to The Boat Inn in Aboyne
for a lovely high tea.

At the Christmas party Joey intimated that she would be standing down as Club
President in the summer after many years service to the Club, so she was
presented with a Sheila Fleet brooch and flowers. Joey will be a hard act to
follow, but I have agreed to take on job of President as well as Secretary. Muriel
Milne is to become Treasurer and Carol Ritchie has joined the Committee.

The Club resumes on Wednesday, 18th September when Roy Rhodes will be the
entertainer for the afternoon.

If you have moved into the area over the summer or decided now to come along to
our meetings we would be very pleased to see you.

If you require any further information on the Club please phone me,

"Boy, did you have my Dad
nailed with THAT sermon!"

from
JoyfulNoiseletter.com

©Bob Vojtko

It matters that you walked the earth
proudly, not arrogantly, but on feet not
afraid to stand their ground and able to
move quickly when the need arose.

It matters that your eyes were on the aim
always, aware of its drift but not caught up
in it.

It matters that you were brave when retreat
would have been easier.

It matters that, in many places and at
many times, you made the difference.

Your laugh matters.

Your love matters.

Above all, it matters that you have lived,
loved and are loved.

Nothing else matters.
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Report on the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 2019

The General Assembly sits over 6 days in Edinburgh annually with Commissioners
who are ministers and elders from churches all over Scotland. It is the main decision forum
and the highest court of the Church of Scotland. For the minister, Gillean MacLean and one
of the elders, Pam Marr, who attended, it was both rewarding and exhausting.

This year was an historic Assembly.
Many decisions were taken on far reaching changes to the structure of the Church which had
been delayed or rejected in previous years.
The mood was positive and keen for change. ‘Change’ - yes it is hard to believe!
This, despite the fact that the picture of the status of the Church was depressing in terms of
growth and the severity of the financial situation.   In brief, membership fell by 13,659 during
2018 and the Church was in deficit of expenditure over income by £4 million.
Last year a Special Commission had been appointed to look at the overhaul of the Church and
its structures and the Convener outlined the Radical Action Plan (RAP).  Alongside this were
changes and recommendations by the Council of Assembly.
The Convener of the Special Commission said: ‘The call of the Church is to encourage
people to follow Jesus: to discover for themselves the life transforming power of the Gospel;
to know what it is to be loved by and to love God; and to share that love with all those who
we meet and with all of creation.’
‘Concern about the future of the Church of Scotland…should not blind us to the amazing and
faithful things that occur in every part of the land and in those other places across the UK and
across the world. However, we need to be honest and say that too much of that wonderful
work is happening despite our systems and structures rather than because of them. The
Radical Action Plan hopes to help to reverse that reality.’
The Plan has as its central purpose:
‘the releasing of resources to, and supporting, the local church and instructing cost cutting
measures in central expenditure at the headquarters in Edinburgh.
The main thrust of the Radical Action Plan accepted by the General Assembly to be
implemented across the Church can be summed up as:
a) the establishment of a Growth Fund for the period 2020-2026
b) the establishment of a total of around 12 regional Presbytery structures within Scotland by
the General Assembly of 2024 ( instead of the present 43)
c) the preparation of draft legislation for the General Assembly of 2020 to enable the
establishment of networks, hubs and other additional forms of local church
d) a review of the size and responsibilities of Kirk Sessions, composed of elders . This will
aim to cut the size of larger sessions to aid decision making and reduce the person hours
attending meetings and to enable short terms of active service. In other words not a lifelong
commitment to being on the Session.
e) co-operation with other denominations in the provision of territorial ministry
f) the creation of a single, easy and accessible platform of faith and nurture resources
g) a flexible education, training and support programme for every person in the Church
including material on leadership
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h) initiatives to help the Church to engage those aged 40 and under
i) a reconfiguration of Ministries and Mission contributions. These are the monies paid
to the Church by congregations each year. It was agreed that there shall be no increase
in a congregation’s contribution after 2020 until alternative arrangements have been agreed.
k) the development of new ways to support congregations in long-term vacancies
l) the support of the General Trustees’ initiative entitled ‘Well-equipped Spaces in the Right
Places’
n) the provision of support at a regional/local level to congregations including  buildings
expertise; safeguarding; financial accounting; local staff employment and developing
effective partnerships
There was a lively debate on the effects of climate change amid impassioned pleas from some
of the overseas visitors whose countries are suffering disasters caused by extremes of weather
conditions.
The young people present as delegates of the Youth Assembly spoke well on this subject,
which is of great importance to them.
There followed a debate on whether the Church should dis-invest from the oil and gas
industries. It was argued that, if it withdraws its investments, the church will have no voice
within the industry to encourage good practice and investment in renewable energy sources
by the large companies. In a close vote, it was the decision of the Assembly to maintain
investment meantime
The Youth Moderator gave her report on the National Youth Assembly (NYA). The Mission
and Discipleship Council had looked in some depth at how to nurture and support young
people in the church.
As a result of surveys undertaken, three key principles were identified which should guide
any future work:

�� Young people need community

�� Young people need to participate

�� Young people need to be empowered
Faith is nurtured and grown best when it is done as part of a community. This does not
exclusively mean a community of peers; it also means an intergenerational community.
The effectiveness of residential experiences in intentionally forming community for an
intense period and therefore meaningfully helping develop the faith of young people is
significant. The surveys showed that residential experiences were key in the faith formation
of young people. It is therefore proposed that the Church runs a series of 5  national
residential weekends, in place of the single NYA event, for different age groups,  for 11-18
year olds ( as there is at present nothing for this age group) and for those of 18-30 years.
There were many significant matters discussed and decisions made at this year’s Assembly.
However all these deliberations were placed before God and it is in his hands that we leave
ourselves.
May our church move forward according to His will and plan and always, always to his
glory!
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SERVICE PATTERN FOR SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2019

Sept 1st Udny Green 10am
 8th Pitmedden 10am  Guild Dedication Service
 15th Pitmedden 10am
 22ⁿd Pitmedden 10am
 29th Pitmedden

Oct 6th  Udny Green 10am  Harvest Thanksgiving
 13th Pitmedden 10am
 20th Pitmedden 10am
 27th Pitmedden 10am

Nov 3rd Udny Green 10am  Communion
 10th Udny Green 10am  Remembrance Sunday
 17th Pitmedden 10am
 24th Pitmedden 10am

In church one Sunday the minister said, "Anyone who wants to be prayed over, come forward
to the front by the pulpit."
MacPherson got in line, and the minister asked, "MacPherson, what do you want me to pray
about for you?"
MacPherson replied, "Minister, I need you to pray for help with my hearing."
The minister stuck one finger in MacPherson's ear and his hand on top of his head, and preyed
loud and hard. Then he stepped back and asked, "How is your hearing now, MacPherson?"
MacPherson replied, "I don't know. It’s not till next week."





Pitmedden Amenities Trust (PAT),
SCIO: SC048116 – Pitmedden Hall and
Park ‘summer update’.
The Pitmedden Amenities Trust, (P.A.T.),
held their first Annual General Meeting in
April. The AGM covered the Trusts annu-
al business and reports along with current
and future development plans for the Pit-
medden Hall and Park. We would encour-
age anyone wishing to attend the next
meeting and contribute with ideas and
suggestion for the hall and park. Ideas
focused on things that would benefit the
community and those that use the amen-
ities in Pitmedden are encouraged.
ANNOUNCEMENT: P.A.T are looking to
recruit trustees for the positions of Treas-
urer and Hall Keeper.
The Treasurer would manage the Trusts
monthly and annual accounts working
alongside the booking secretary and the
Chairman to ensure accurate reporting of
accounts. The Hall Keeper would regular-
ly inspect the Hall reporting any faults and
arranging any repair work that was re-
quired. If you would like to join an enthu-
siastic team that volunteer to support the
Hall and the Park in Pitmedden, please
get in touch with Stuart Ross via the email
listed below.
Pitmedden Public Hall – The hall has
seen an increase in users over the last 12
months with regular classes such as; Kids
in the Kitchen, Pitmedden Tiny Tots,
Guides, Satori Martial Arts, dances
classes, various excericise classes such
as ‘Srong by Laura’ or ‘Fit for Friday’. The

hall has also seen several successful
fund raising and music events. If you
have any questions on the classes above
or you’re interested in organising an
event please contact the email address
below.
Pitmedden Public Park – The park has
recently made a change, known to most,
as the ‘skate park’ and raised the ground
round another of the ramps.
Unfortunately the barrier was removed
from the top making it unsafe. The Trust
would like to thank Paul Monaghan at
PTM Plant, Construction and Plant
Hire for his quick, professional service in
raising the ground around the ramp and
making if safe once more. It seems to be
a hit already with the bikers so we may
need to change to the name to ‘BMX
park’. Grass seed will be spread to help
bind the raised top soil. We’d ask user to
take care when using the new raised area.
The Scottish Football Partnership, (SFP),
containers for the Formartine United
Youth Academy have been installed in
the park. Final installation of the electrical
meter has been carried out and we’re
hoping that the containers along with the
Pitmedden School container is connected
mid to late August. Permanent fencing
will be installed to help secure the area
around the SFP container.
With the good weather recently the park
has been busy with users soaking up the
sun. Unfortunately this has increased the
amount of rubbish being left. We’d ask all
users to please use the bins or take their
rubbish home and recycle. The Trust will
continue to work closely with
Aberdeenshire council in the
maintenance and upkeep of the park. The
trust are also carrying out site inspections
in the park as some of our younger adults
in the community are using some of their
additional summer energy to break things
like the ramp barrier and graffiti
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containers and walls around the park.
The Trust will continue to report these to
the appropriate authorities when found
during our inspections and when
informed by the community.
Thankyou’s - On behalf of the trust and
users of the park I’d like to thank David
Hadwen, one of our Trustees/ Park
Keeper and expert in all things ‘green’. He
goes above and beyond his volunteered
role in trying to keep the Park looking
great and tidy. David is not on social
media and I’ve seen a few comments on
one of the facebook community groups
from people praising David so thought I’d
take the opportunity and say ‘thankyou’.
LOGO: Some of you may have seen the
P.A.T’s new logo on some of our notices.
The Trust would like to thank Kim Downie
who designed and created the PAT,

SCIO logo. The PAT team appreciate
your time, expertise and for your
patience.
Website and new communication links
are in development. To contact the P.A.T
use the Pitmedden Hall’s Gmail account.
pitmeddenpublichall@gmail.com
On behalf of the Trustees, we look for-
ward to working with the community in the
development of the village’s amenities
and future projects.
Stuart Ross | Chairman
Pitmedden Amenities Trust,
SCIO SC048116
Recognised by the Office of
the Scottish Charity Regulator.
Registered in Scotland.
Company registration No. CS003227

There is a cafe open every Wednesday
9.30 - 11.30 in the meeting room at the
back of Pitmedden Church.

This friendly cafe serves Fairtrade teas
and coffee and a great selection of
homemade scones.

Best value in Udny
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 For fitba afficionados, each season starts with the same
burning question: will this be the one? That is the season
that rewards them for their  support through lean times,
with the sweet wine of victory. In the case of Formartine where the team
has chapped gie hard on the door of success without it opening for them,
times haven't really been lean but the big one – the League Championship
- has  continually evaded them , usually by tight margins for the entire ten
years they have pursued it.

 Over that decade,they have won a few of cups, reached some other finals
and got to the last game of the season needing only a draw to lift the titlle
but were beaten by Cove Rangers.  Cove have pretty well bossed the
Highland League during United's time there but now they have gone.  The
Pyramid system saw them as league champions entering the play-offs and
comfortably seeing off all opposition  there [that shows the standard of
the Highland League] to enter Scottish League.  Well done Cove, good bye
Cove. As the team dropping out of the Scottish League through the
Pyramid playoffs, [ Berwick Rangers]  will be playing in the Lowland
League  and  as there is no promotion into or relegation from  the
Highland league, it is now one team short of the 18 team competition it
was before and that is Cove.

 Put simply, it means that this season those who fancy their chances of
winning the title  don't have Cove to contend with.  Does that make it
easier for them to win then?  Does it nick? At the moment all the clubs
with realistic chances of doing the business have to slug it out with each
other. In reality that has to include a good half dozen:  Brora, Buckie,
Broch [all the B's],  dare it be said, Locos, and there will always be a “dark
horse” -perhaps Forres or Rothes and of course our good selves
somewhere near the top of that list.

 It all adds up to a real dog eat dog competition and ever since it was
confirmed that Cove were promoted, the transfer activity with other clubs
investing in what they could see as their big chance of going bigger has
been intense.  That clearly includes Formartine.  They got on to this early
and substantially by bringing in Scott  Lisle who is already rattling in the
goals [ a hat trick against Wick and a brace at Keith],  Liam Strachan. a
young and  gifted playmaker, and just before last season ended United
swooped to bring in centre back  Michael Clark [captain at Huntly] and
Gary McGowan, a fast, tricky and very determined forward.

Formartine United





 They look like really good signings and the team seem to be playing
really well.  Wick have been a bit of a bogey to them – some would
argue that their defeat at the hands [or feet]of Wick was the their most
damaging defeat  last season. At the first opportunity for revenge they
gave the Wickers a right hiding at Harmsworth Park [5-0 when Scott Lisle
had a hat trick and Garry McGowan  scored a really clever, classy goal.

 The one blot on the landscape has been a home defeat against
Fraserburgh.  Hard to explain or analyse – it just looked like a bad day at
the office for United and an exceptionally good one for the Brochers.  The
next meeting will almost certainly be a humdinger.
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